
In the past, the Navy has                     
provided response for encounters 
with suspected munitions of con-
cern (MEC) or unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) through the Navy’s Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 11 
Detachment (EOD MU 11), stationed 

at Naval Air Station, Whidbey Island, 
Washington.  To provide quicker 
response mechanism for potential 
future encounters, the Navy plans 
to use the services provided by the 
716th Ordnance Company Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Unit  (716th EOD 
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Unit), stationed at Fort Richardson, 
Alaska.  The 716th EOD Unit has 
responsibilities for responding to MEC 
encounters for all communities in 
the State of Alaska.  This transition  
should simplify the process of report-
ing incidents and produce a more 
timely response.
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The steps for reporting encounters 
with MEC/UXO and initiating a re-
sponse from the 716th EOD Unit are:

1   Once a suspected UXO item is 
discovered, contact the on-is-
land law enforcement official 
in person or by calling 911.            

DO NOT TOUCH, DISTURB OR 
REMOVE THE ITEM FROM THE 
LOCATION AT WHICH IT WAS 
DISCOVERED.

2   Once the law enforcement official 
has been contacted, provide as 
much information about the UXO 
item as possible (such as location 
of item, size, shape, etc.).

A tri-fold pamphlet discussing the 
716th EOD Unit’s capabilities is includ-
ed with this fact sheet.  Classes and 
services are discussed in the pam-
phlet, and the relevant contact phone 
and FAX numbers are provided.

The Navy is required to provide con-
tinued UXO Awareness education.  
The Navy has provided this educa-
tion, over time, to their own em-
ployees, as well as island residents, 
visitors and contractors.

Even though much of the island is 
now under the ownership of the 
Aleut Corporation (TAC), the Navy is 
providing the training materials, and 
committed to updating them for the 
current population of the island 

UXO clean-up efforts on Adak have 
been occurring since 1997.  Early 
efforts involved geophysical surveys 
of the downtown areas, to detect 
possible UXO items.  Later efforts 

focused on digging up potential UXO 
items and safely disposing of these 
items. As more remote sites are 
cleaned up over the coming years, 
educational materials will be revised 
to document this progress.  

During 2003 - 2004, the Navy sub-
stantially revised the Ordnance 
Awareness materials that consti-
tute the primary portion of the UXO 
program on Adak.  Changes were 
made, with input from community 
members, regulators, and interested 
stakeholders, to allow the educational 
materials to reflect the changing 
population on Adak – away from a 
military base to a new Alaskan com-
munity.  The children’s coloring books, 

posters and DVD used Grandfather 
and Grandmother figures created by 
school children on Adak.  The logo-
imprinted small footballs and tri-color 
markers (to be distributed in summer 
2004) feature “Boomer the Otter”.  
The adult-focused DVD, posters, in-
formation brochures, laminated safety 
cards and refrigerator magnets used 
Adak landscape photos as a common 
backdrop.  A photo of the variety of 
Adak Ordnance Awareness materials 
currently available is displayed in the 
figure on the back.

Adak Ordnance Awareness materials 
were distributed periodically through-
out 2003 and 2004. Children- and 
adult-focused DVDs were provided to 
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island residents in June 2003. UXO 
Awareness brochures and laminated/
carabineer-clipped safety cards 
were distributed on Adak during the 

summer of 2003. The coloring books, 
posters, and hiking trail maps were 
delivered to Adak Island in September 
2003 for distribution to island resi-
dents and visitors.  The magnets and 

highlight markers will be sent in June 
2004.  Logo-imprinted coffee mugs 
are scheduled for distribution to island 
residents in late summer 2004.
 






