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Qil cleanup efforts continue; tar flow eases

By MIGLISA CAPO
Of Tha STAR Statt

/Mu 1 p efforts fnued for the fourth day at
/ “al Culebra beaches Sunday; while officials said the
>f tar seems to be tapering off.
team of nearly 30 workers from Clear Ambient
wervice Co. and volunteers coilected tar balls from the
beaches of Flamenco, Larga and Punta Soldado in
Culebra and eastern shore of Culebrita.

Fernindo Bermiidez, director of the Cuiebra Conserva-
tion and Development Authority, said these beaches were
given priority because they are the worst hit and some of
them are nesting areas for endangered sea turtles.

The hawksbill and leatherback sea turtles are endan-
gered species that nest in Culebra, Culebrita and other
areas in eastern Puerto Rico. Their nesting season runs
from March until June.

Teresa Tailevast, who is in charge of the Culebra turtle
program, said the spill has had no noticeable effects on
the nesting season so far.

Bermudez said the cleanup teams have filled hundreds

. of plastic bags with tarballs they removed from the four

i beaches in Culebra.

! “We are making progress, but we can't say when we'll
be done,” said Bermiudez. "It depends on Larga Beach,
which is the most contaminated.”

| Once the workers are done cleaning the four beaches,
they will move to Brava. Resaca and Manzanilla beaches
in Culebra, he added.

‘U.S. Coast Guard Cmdr. Ray Perry, on-scene coordina-

- for Culebra and Vieques, said the flow of oil onto

Yebra and Culebrita “seems to be less, but it’s still
coming in.”

; He said oil in Culebrita has been almost completely
removed, but that a team will continue monitoring the
site for new inflows.

In Vieques. onty a minimal amount of il has been
spotied in 3 rocky coastal area in the northeast. As a
result, Commonwealth and federal officials decided to let
nature take care of the cleanup.

Attempts to get infor ion on the oil spill situation in
Fajardo. Roosevelt Roads Naval Base in Ceiba and other
areas in eastern Puerto Rico were fruitless Sunday.

‘Meanwhile, Bermridez said none of the beaches in
Culebra were closed to the public during the holiday
weekend because of the spill. He said the situation at
Flamenco Beach. the favorite spot for tourists, is under
control.
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QOil ¢f p efforts i on Culeb

and !
seaweed, tarbails and tar in Ceiba.

The 24-day-old oil spill origi from a Trinidadi

STAR photo Dy Farah Rivers
Puerto Rico. Above, workars fill plastic bags with oil

hel

barge carrying a half-million gallons of bunker fuel
which sank off St. Kitts. Qil has reached St. Kitts and
Nevis. Dutch St. Maarten, the French istand of St. Barts,
the Duth isiands of Sabda and St. Eustatius, the British
Virgin Islands and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

In the British Virgin Islands, a visiting sp from
the International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund is

ping the BVI government in determining liability for
damage and cleanup.

The United Kingdom is one of the signatories of the
compensation fund. the Associated Press reported from
Tertola.

Compensation Fund specialist Torsten Motler said the
BVI could make claims from the International Oil
Tanker Owners Pollution Fund.
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*Up to 20 local sites could be added {5 the
National Priority List — 4 hit parade of the  most:
1 contaminated areas nationwide, a féderal official ssid.:
>t Nine local sites have already made it cato the list.
US, Eaviroumental Protection: Agency. estimati:
¢ Xould cost 320 million. 10 clesn wp each: sitany %
+ ¢, Under Superfund law, federal anthorities would
150 percent and the state 10 percent of .the
_ pfleaning up hazardous sites on-the st %7551
o+ (Carlos O'Neill; of the EPA Caribbean Field' :
- 5 puid the 20 new sites would be chosen.from & Tical Mat™
sites.: The 10CAL- Bt 8o fif %
; nelading the:

_nibie that alresdy made it o the Saperfond program
_“We estimate that 16 to 20 new hazardous:lecatio
could become Superfund aites,” said (NIl T
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