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Dear Ms. Munsell

The purpose oft1Jjs lener is to notify you of the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry's (ATSDR) health Concerns related to the IsJand ofVieques, Puerto Rico.

ATSDR. a public ne<1Uthagency of the U.S. Dep~ ofHea1th and Humall Services. received
I!.petition in.MAy, 1999 ftom a .esident of the Island ofVieques. The resident requested that the
agen~ investiga~ health C£)ncetns of island residents as authorized lmde:r the Comprehe:asiv~
Enw-omnentaJ Re5pons~ Compe:asatio~ and Liability Act (CERCLA, as am~nded). The petit.ion
asked ATSDR to detemrine if airborne dUSt and particulate matter ftom the detonation of bombs
at the U.S. Na'Vy"s bombing r.mge on the Island ofVieques would pose 8.health threar. Further,
we were requested to evaluate ifha.z3I'dous materials resulting trom me detonation ofmunroons
at the range are cornaminating ground and sUI'face wmer (runoff) on the isIand and if that might
affect drinking water suppIie$. An additional concern which has been expressed is the physic:a]
dango: ftom unexploded m.u.nirions at the: range site. As part of our petition pr()(;ess~ATSDR
conducted a site sc.oping visit to the JsJand ofvleques and the Island ofPu~ Rico the week of
AUgust 9-13> 1999. to begirt the data. collection proce$s of our investigation..

Based on our effortS fO date. ATSDR's inJn1ediate concern is the imminent health threat presented
IO persons (es:tiroated nl'fT'I~S of Z0-200 p~ns. including.fiu:nilies with ch:iIdIt::n)visiting or
reSding in the Live ImpaCt Area on the lsIand ofVleques. Une::cploded and unstable military
ordnance is present in areas where people are camping. Such ordnance has the potential to
detonaIe witbou! warning ~ to atmo~he:rie conditions or mishancUing.. We believe.the .
potenIia1.for injury or death due to th~ unsuibJe ordnance will increase. Furthermore, we have
learned that the individuals visiting or IIwingin the target area are building a ch1,lrchand a school
in £he lmpa.c;tarea. This will mcrease the potentia.! for contact with uns:table ordnance. In a..dctiriOh"
there is the pOTential fOTindividuals to move, evc:.::noff site. live ordnance. Our concern for the
clJildr"enand others living on the LPie hnpact Area. was echoed by the petitioner) the
Commonwealth, and fedem! agencies \I;e v;sited.

A TSDRfu1Jy :recognizes the political and cull'll1"aIly sensitivr? issues thai have led to persons
cx::ctp)ling this ha.::ardous area. We have no direct intervention aulhoriry nor do we seek to be
arbttrators of these issues.. However, as apuhlic health q~cywe must stoie au, highe.$t !fr,lel
of concern.foT tndividtt.D1s, iTtchiding childre1z, 'Who come in co7'Ctactwith unerploded o'ranance In
rhe.Live Impact Area. It is impera.ri'Jle that the puhlic health of the.$e indivi~ls prottlcted.
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ATSDR 1D'gesthat this iss'Ile receive the highest orde:r of attention by the responsible parties and
that all awnue.s ofresobaion are pursued to elimina:te thjs imminent health tJrreo:tto persons
visiting or residing em the Live Impact Area.

We are continuing to a.ddre:s.sother environmental jssues identified during our site visit. In
addition to meeting with several Navy Staff; Age:tlcy officials met 'Withthe petitioner~ Vieques
residents~ Commonwealth officials (Pu.eno Rico Department ofHea1th and the Puerto Rico
Environmental Quality Board). the U.S. Geolo~cal Survey. and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to gain a better undemand1ng of~ he&th concerDS related to the $lte, and to
begin conecring the data that will be necessary to assess those concerns and respond [0 the
petition. ATSDR. is U!~g environmental sampling information of air, so~ and water that
ebaracterizes the pre.senee of contaminants that might be present in the imf)act area and might be
t:r.msported in an exposure pathway to residents of the island. The determinacion of ~su:re of
people to e.oma~ni1\a.msis essential 'to begin to ass~s any plausible relationship between
environmental conramina.t:ion and the health of the Island residl!ll1b (re:ported1y elevated cancer
rate!.).

The Commonwealth and federal agencies are at different srages of their data gathering~ some is
available while other data. is being gathered. ATSDR Will work with the appropriate
Commonwealth and federal agencies to develop a plan to address "data gaps" that might exist
to nOt only pI'ovide evaluation of the petitioner's concerns but to assist the various agencies to
ensure protection of public health on the island.

We hgye pr-ovided this information in separate letters to Mr. Fr3nk Rush, Chairma.n, Special Panel
on.Military Operations on Vie:ques; Dr. Carmen Feliciano de MeIec:io. Seaetsry ofHea1th, Puerto
Rico Department ofHeaI;th; :Mr. Hector Russe-Marrinez" Cha.irman,.Puerto Rico Environmental
Quality Board; Mr. La.ny.'R~ Deputy Director. Office ofEmergenc.y and Remedial Response.
Environmental Proteerion Agency (EPA): and Ms- lemma M Fox. Regional Ad:mini$trator.
Region n. EP A.

ATSDR will conrirw.e to work with tbe U.S. Navy [o'help address the public. health c:ori.cemsof
the people of the Island ofVieques. Pueno Rico. 'I"fumkyou for the excellent support provided.
by $taff In the Naval EnviTonmema1 Health Center: the AI.Iantic Division. Navy Facilities
Engineering Command; the NavaJ Station Roosevelt Roads; and the At1antic Fleet Weapons
Truining Facility.

Please do not hesitate to call me at 404-639-0730 if you have any questions,

SinCerely yours,

~JA ;7~~
Mark M. Bashor. Ph.D.
A.:;sociate AdministI<itor for Federal Programs
D!rectof, Office ofFederaI Programs

cc: RADM J- Kevin Moran

08/24/99 TUE 13:06 [TX/RX NO 8929] ~003

:i;f,


