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Rear Admiral Jan C. GaudIo 
Department of the Navy 
Commander, Navy Region Southeast 
Box 102, Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville, Florida 32212-0102 

Dea.r Rear Admiral Gaudio: 

COOP GRANTS DIV 

UNITED STATES OEPAFlTMENT OF CCMMI!FlCE 
Niltianlll Ocaanlo and Atmospherio Administration 
NATlONAL MARINE FISh ERIES SERVICE 

Southeast Regional Office 
9721 Executive Center Drive N. 
St. Petersburi. Florida 'B707. 
(727) 570-5317, PAX 570-5300 

July 18.2002 

'Ibis responds to Y()Ul' letter of June 19.2002, (Ser N46E10 (97) which transmitted the Essential Fish 
Habitat Assessment (EFHt\) for the U.S. Navy Composite Training UniT Exercbe scheduled for 
September 2002 at the Vi~ues Inner Range . Th~ EFHA initiates Essential Fish Habitat (EFII) 
cOl'l<rultation as required by §305(b)(2) of the Magnuson-Stc:vens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. The Navy concludes that the combined training exercise will not have a 
significant adverse affect on EFH 01' Federally-managed species within the.lnncr Rang~ and requcst:1 
our expedited concurrence with this fmding. 

The EFH cOllsultalionconcJuded for a priortrainins exercise in late Mll.rCh to cD.rly April 2002 raised 
issues similar to the ones inherent in the proposed training exercise. By tetter ofFehruary 28. 2002, 
the NationBl Marine Pisherie~ Service (NMFS) provided EFH Conservation Recommendations and 
the Navy agreed to these recommendations by letter of March 5, 2002. The l'\'1itigati ... .,n mo:~ures 
specified in Section 5. 1, page 15 of the Navy' s June 2002 EFliA and agreement with the NMfS EFH 
COllscfvalion Recommcndalions of Fehruary 28, 2002, adequately address our conccrus with the 
proposed training exercise. We request, however, that the mitigation pla.n for thilO exercil':s 11lso 
specifY that where praeticabl~, beach landlng zones avoid. areas fringed by seagrass beds. 

In view of the above, we conCUr with the N.ftvy's EPHA. 

Sincer~y, h 7 / /J/J 
~~~cI-
Assistant Regional Administrator 
Habita1 Conservation Division 
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