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DM-003 – Revision 6 – 10/15/2014 

 
KATAHDIN ANALYTICAL SERVICES – INORGANIC DATA QUALIFIERS  

 
The sampled date indicated on the attached Report(s) of Analysis (ROA) is the date for which a grab sample was collected or the date 
for which a composite sample was completed.   Beginning and start times for composite samples can be found on the Chain-of-
Custody.  
 
U Indicates the compound was analyzed for but not detected above the specified level.  This level may be the Limit of 

Quantitation (LOQ)(previously called Practical Quantitation Level (PQL)), the Limit of Detection (LOD) or Method Detection 
Limit (MDL) as required by the client. 

 
Note:  All results reported as “U” MDL have a 50% rate for false negatives compared to those results reported as “U” 
PQL/LOQ or “U” LOD, where the rate of false negatives is <1%. 

 
E Estimated value.  This flag identifies compounds whose concentrations exceed the upper level of the calibration range of the 

instrument for that specific analysis. 
 
J Estimated value.  The analyte was detected in the sample at a concentration less than the laboratory Limit of Quantitation 

(LOQ)(previously called Practical Quantitation Limit (PQL)), but above the Method Detection Limit (MDL). 
 
I-7 The laboratory’s Practical Quantitation Level could not be achieved for this parameter due to sample composition, matrix 

effects, sample volume, or quantity used for analysis. 
 
A-4 Please refer to cover letter or narrative for further information. 
 
H_   Please note that the regulatory holding time for _______ is “analyze immediately”.  Ideally, this analysis must be performed in 

the field at the time of sample collection.  _______ for this sample was not performed at the time of sample collection.  The 
analysis was performed as soon as possible after receipt by the laboratory.   

 
 H1 - pH                                     H2 - DO                                 H3 - sulfide                                        H4 - residual chlorine 
 
T1    The client did not provide the full volume of at least one liter for analysis of TSS.  Therefore, the PQL of 2.5 mg/L could not be 

achieved. 
 
T2  The client provided the required volume of at least one liter for analysis of TSS, but the laboratory could not filter the full one 

liter volume due to the sample matrix.  Therefore, the PQL of 2.5 mg/L could not be achieved. 
 
M1 The matrix spike and/or matrix spike duplicate recovery performed on this sample was outside of the laboratory acceptance 

criteria.  Sample matrix is suspected.  The laboratory criteria was met for the Laboratory Control Sample (LCS) analyzed 
concurrently with this sample. 

 
M2 The matrix spike and/or matrix spike duplicate recovery was outside of the laboratory acceptance criteria.  The native sample 

concentration is greater than four times the spike added concentration so the spike added could not be distinguished from the 
native sample concentration.   

 
R1 The relative percent difference (RPD) between the duplicate analyses performed on this sample was outside of the laboratory 

acceptance criteria (when both values are greater than ten times the PQL). 
 
MCL Maximum Contaminant Level     NL No limit 
 
NFL No Free Liquid Present      FLP Free Liquid Present 
 
NOD No Odor Detected       TON Threshold Odor Number 
 
 
D-1 As required by Method 5210B, APHA Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater (21

st
 edition), the BOD 

value reported for this sample is ‘qualified’ because the check standard run concurrently with the sample analysis did not meet 
the criteria specified in the method (198 +/- 30.5 mg/L).  These results may not be reportable for compliance purposes. 

  
D-2 The measured final dissolved oxygen concentrations of all dilutions were less than the method-specified limit of 1 mg/L.  The 

reported BOD result was calculated assuming a final oxygen concentration equal to 1 mg/L. 
 
D-3 The dilution water used to prepare this sample did not meet the method and/or regulatory criteria of less than 0.2 or 0.4 mg/L 

dissolved oxygen (DO) uptake over the five day period of incubation.  These results may not be reportable for compliance 
purposes. 
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