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,Subj: ErhJ1ronmen1:af,p:rot¢qtion ;Agency inqui ry reg'ardi ng\oxic ,.and·'
': .< .:,'h,al~r~?:~\':,.,~.f,~·~t1Jl~~:'~~:~P.~,~,g~/~~,~PP~·~l'':. ">:' , ,-. ::'{.; f ,:~.,." ,'!,'""

Ref: ',' (aJ EPA-ltr ..;oL25,:Jul1979 to US Army Toxi c and Hazardous Materi a1s
. Agency, 'Aberci~en",'Maryland '

1., Reference ta) was forwarded to this command by the US Army" Toxic and
Hazardous Materials Agency, Aberdeen Proving Ground~ .Mary1and, for
response to iternsapp1 ica.bleto the Naval ,Weapons Support Center

'(NAVWPNSUPPCEN)Cra,ne. During a telephone conversation on 22 August
1979, between Richard L. McG'a rvey, NAVWPNSUPPCEN Crane and r~s . Jane
Souzon, Attorney for EPA, it was agreed that munitions, bulk explosives,
and materials ,stored in magazines' were not included in the inquiry, but
interest was in hazardous/toxic material that is stored or disposed of
in a manner that may pose a hazard to the environment.

2. Referring .to,specJfi,t:areas,of concern expressed in reference (a),
there' are n:o seepag~',l~goons 'or, injection well s at NAVWPNSUPPCENCrane.
There are'" tlqw'eve·r,"se'v.eral1~ndfi11' disposal, sites., They are the ',.
mus tard gas burta1 's ite, dye "buri a1 ground, the sanit~'rY ,1 andfi H, and'
McCorni sh Gorge~ , .

From: Commahding,Of;ficer""Naval Weapons Support tenter, Crime,,;'InQl.C!na,'
, To:.',' :Direc.tor',':~S_EnvifonmentalProtection Agency, 'Reg.ion V., Water ,

'·Supply. Branth;·~30·.SouthOearborn Stre'et, Chica'go, III inois 60604,
:\ii a:: .'~'Corri(l1andi,n~r:Of{~i;cef;r .~9.rtherri 'Divi si'on , Naval, Fac.i 1i~iesEng{neeri.ng

·Cpinma,nd,·.Phl1~cdelphia·; pennsylvania 19112' ,,' , ,.:". " ,
" .' ",.,::. • '; ,. \'. ~ '.":." :;.;. ' .' • r '. ~ •
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'3.. An undetermined ,'qLianti,ty~ofinustardagent UiO) in 'steel containers
was buried atthem~star~ ~~s b~rial site in 1955~' In~etent.yearsthree
container~ wi~h ~ppr6ximate1y 250 pounds of agent were exhumed) repacked

'," "':' :: <~ ~'" ' , and :ar.e currently ,stored.:1.n::~n' earth covered concrete, magazine.' Tn~se
three" are ,periodicallY'monitpred to enSUre no material is escaping into

'. ';'fhe:,;erlvironmenf~ ',:The' bu'rial ground still contains an estimated '550, .
.,': , 'pounds -of ,rmjstardagEmt.:Recen·t. exami nations' ofothe si te indi cate :tha.t
"" ',:;;no;materiiq"'js~·in,igrialjng.:intosurfacewate:rs. ,.'Ariexhuniation 'project-'is

:,.,:,:'.;", .' \,::/bei !1g:actively:p'lanried forcornP1 etion by ,1 January 19~1 to e1 imi nate the
. :'..., , bur.; a1 ,grounq~' ,Jhe'project will be p,erformeci in accordance wj th,a1J,,! _:.. .r· ,-. . . ' ..... '\:,., ',,' .. , ' .app1 i cab1 e regu1 ati OilSi .' ',' ",..... ,.'," , ",,-,,-

'¥.- .":. .:" • • - .' • •i '. • ." \ ',~:\:', :. .'. •. .: " ,'. ;. .'~' ... ' .: ",;.: • • • ..' :: .' r' • • • • • " • '. •

~');.;;~A"i .';' .. :":";::4'~ The:dye' b,~r;"al·:ground contains::an. estimat,~d ',50;0'00 ;pounds" of ~,pyro~'echnic' : ,:: "

. c11,,:,;,i!~.}ii:\:('..' .. ,', \.dyes" whi ch ,were, di'sp~se:d ,of: fr,om~]940' to'1969.: 'These were buried in ,.-' '. , '-
" '. ' 'accordance~ Wi.th' prescribed mi.litary procedures. .in effect at that time~' ,

I ;::f;t~ '.:, . . '. l' h
I 'f'. " " ' • ,.'; 'Recentmon,i ~ori,ngof" runofLhas failed to, confi rmany eachi ,ng oft e ,c ,', "

:""-.,,:,,·.t,!;,,,:.·.~.,,::·,_",:,t,:.~.:":';":".' ' , ., ~ rna~~ri~1d~p·ids~rf~ce' ,w~~er. Thi s a~e~t~nt1 dc~nft i n~ed to befPe~iOdti~a11 Yf ',,' '
, -. 'momtore, an ,.apprqprla:te,actl0nl R1 la e ,1 ieV1 ence 0 ml gra 'Ion 0

the material is obtained. ,"
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Copy<to.:. '.,', ..... . ' ....
,:USATHAMA, Aberdeen' Proving .Ground·,
'NAVSEA .6412'" ..'. '.

"'. ',,>':,., :':""";"1' ',.,',' ,,' ~i: '.::...' .y .....:.. • • '. ;'::: ".';'/ .,",'\; .' .' ..'

.. ·i;';"'.~(·\TtJe),$~n~:tarY:~·J~~?ri1 rrhas':'~J eachaJe.¢oll~¢tiOD; system which directs ":;,,; ;:. '.'
: ':·')ea:cha:te,~~Jb:a:holdi:n~.:pond. '.<P.:lans·,.a.r~:bei:rig de'velop~dtopumpthfs" '

.' .' ': '1 each~te':'into: the sanitary '-sewagesysfem>,' Samp.1 in95, of ] eachate have. "';. . . .'.
'.C'. :.·.·,:·rijjt.di~'c10'sed,.ari'y'··unusual:'cheiriica1 ,orha~qrdci~s::wa.s~e.·, .Application will '. ,:: ''':''.'

'~·be,:s·ulJmitt~d.to.the State for an operating ·permit.· This, activity was' ..,.;, .
.' ·:.:complimefitec(:b)t~,pet50nnel from the State' "Board ,of .Hea1 th during recent· .,.'.'
..:'":fh~p~~(ion(.6.n""·;~he:~·op~rat;on·of.ihe.;landf~i1J;::':'~' \ : '. . ,.

;~'. ".' ".;. " .• ~. ',,:,;,c' .>?";~.:i , .. ' '. . . '~ :..; ·f:·,~:· :,,:: ..~:·l ,: ..•.. ," . . ,." ..
" ·,6.··McGQrriish~Gorge··wa·s. us~d as "a .dispo'sai:~.,ar.e~ .. pr.imarilY forconstrLictibrf

·..wast~·':.and· bulky' material"lmtil' 1971 •. At,:·thiit 'time' the area .was backfilled.·
.' ·::)i.r{dnot·;)Jsed for·,Q;sposa1: operation•. :No.1.eachate of any sort has been' .. : ..... ' .'.
'.: -o'bserivei::l from· thi s' s i te.~ .', There is :no" documentation as', to ·-the exact . . :

·.. 'tonteflts·,:·of·'McComish Go.rge, and .no fu.rther'action.lsplanned for this
. .', Q'~ea. . . . " .. , '.. .

''7'. There is no current evidence of environmental degradation associated
wfthanyof the above items, and the p1annedaction's will essentially

.' 'eliminatethe potential for future environmental damage .. NAVWPNSUPPCEN
Crane is continually reviewing the practic~s of haz~rdous waste material
disposa]toens'ur~ disposal is in accordance with all regulations.
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