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‘ From Command1ng 0ff1cer, Nava] Weapons Support Center, Crane, Ind1ana

| ~ Jo:.-." Director, US; Environmental Protection Agency, Region V, Water . .
"*’ Supp]y Branch; -230-South-Dearborn Street, Chicago, I1l1no1s 60604

"‘L, [Vj Command1ng 0ff1cerl Northern Division, Nava] Fac111t1es Eng1neer1ng
' "l‘-j$Command Ph1}ade1ph1a, Pennsylvan1a 19112 ° - Y e

i_Suoj:- Env1ronmenta1,Protect1on Agency 1nqu1ry regard1ng tox1c and
S i%jhazardous mater1‘ s_storage/d1sposa] Lo

~Ref: if(a) EPA' 1tr of 25 Jul: ]979 to us Army Tox1c and Hazardous Mater1a]s
' Agency, Aberdeen, Mary]and :
1. Reference (a) was forwarded to this command by the US Army Toxic and
Hazardous Materials Agency, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, for
response to items applicable to the Naval. Weapons Support Center
~i .. "(NAVWPNSUPPCEN) Crane. During a telephone conversation on 22 August
: - - 1979, between Richard L. McGarvey, NAVWPNSUPPCEN Crane and Ms. Jane
‘ Souzon, Attorney for EPA, it was agreed that munitions, bulk exp]oswes,
and mater1a]s stored in magazines were not included in the inquiry, but
s interest was in hazardous/toxic material that is stored or disposed of
Rk in a manner that may pose a hazard to the environment.

2. Referr1ng to spec1f1c -areas -of concern expressed. in ‘reference (a),

~‘there are no seepage lagoons or. injection wells at NAVNPNSUPPCEN Crane.
There are,” however, ‘several- landfill disposal- sites. -.They are. the
mustard gas burial s1te, dye bur1a1 ground, the san1tary ]andf111, and
McCom1sh Gorge : .

.30 An undeterm1ned quant1ty of mustard agent (HD) in stee] conta1ners
was buried at the mustard gas burial site in 1955. In recent.years three

RN containers with approx1mate1y 250 pounds. of-agent were exhumed, repacked
e dpaiio ~ 7 0 andfare currently 'stored.in-an earth covered concrete magaz1ne These

. 7. three are per1od1ca11y monitored to ensure no. mater1a1 ‘is escaping.into
~<-therenvironment: - . The-burial- .ground 'still contains an estimated 550 . .

~,a,__,pounds of. mustard agent Recent exam1nat1ons of -the site indicate: that
2 woionosmaterialis.migrating. into surface waters. -’An exhumation project.is

- being; act1ve1y planned for completion by .1 January 1981 to eliminate. the
- burial ground. . The: proaect w111 be performed 1n accordance w1th a11

% L,app11cab1e regu]at1ons ' T AU

,’_('

4. The: dye bur1a] ground conta1ns an. est1mated 50 000 pounds of pyrotechn1c

-fidyes which wére d1sposed of ‘from 1940 to- 1969 These were buried in ¢

- 59accordance with prescr1bed m1]1tary procedures in effect at that-time.
“="Recent’ mon1tor1ng of :runoff has failed to confirm any leaching ‘of ‘the .

S oomaterial “toSurface:water. This area will continue to be per1od1ca11y
“*F&mon1tored and. appropr1ate ‘action’ 1n1t1ated 1f ev1dence of m1grat1on of

the mater1a1 1s obta1ned
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e san1tary 1andf111 has a 1eachate co]]ect1on system which d1rects
-leacha 0.d holding. ‘pond. Plans -are:being: deve]oped to.pump this - - ﬂy-
“:lTeachat Anto: the 'sanitary’ sewage system.v Samp11ngs of leachate have. “;I'
SN0t disclosed: .any*'unusual’ chemical or hazardous waste.» Application will.
L be. subm1tted to. the State for an- operat1ng permit.” This.activity was"
: ahbcomp11mented-’y personnel from the State’Board of.Health dur1ng recent
ns’.on he operat1on of . the: 1andf1]1 S -

.....

. ;McC0m1sh Gorge was used as a d1sposa1 area. pr1mar11y for construct1on

© -waste -and bulky material until 1971. At ‘that time the.area.was backf111ed ’
‘and not used for: d1sposa1 operat1on.- ‘No-leachate of any sort has been D

'observed from: this-site:". There is no documentat1on as:to ~the exact-

“contents. of McCom1sh Gorge, and no further action .is planned. for th1s

6.

u'{?area.'> _ . A
'7 There is no current ev1dence of env1ronmenta1 degradat1on assoc1ated
with any-of the above items, and the planned. actions will .essentially
:‘eliminate the potential for future environmental damage. . NAVWPNSUPPCEN
Crane is continually rev1ew1ng the practicés of hazardous waste material

disposal to ensure disposal is in.accordance w1th all regulations.
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