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December 31, 1997

Ms. Christine Freeman
Environmental Protection Department Code 095
Naval Surface Warfare Center
300 Highway 361
Crane, Indiana 47522

REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF:
DRP-8J

RE: Shipment of Yucca Plants
Naval Surface Warfare Center
Crane, IN

Dear Ms. Freeman:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) would like to express its
appreciation for the Navy's storage and shipment of the 12 yucca plants being held for further
phytoremediation research from the Mine Fill A corrective action site. Enclosed are instructions
on shipping the plants to both the U.S. EPA Athens Laboratory and the Washington State
·University. The U.S. EPA would like a chain of custody form (example enclosed) maintained
for shipment to each location, since explosive contaminated soil surrounds the plants, and we
would like to guarantee that the plants were not tampered with during shipment to the
researchers. We would like Morrison Knudsen to call both Steve McCutchen and Victor Medina
two days prior to the shipment to make sure that someone will be at both offices to receive and
unpack the plants. Shipments should take place at the beginning of the week.

We appreCiate your cooperation in this research effort. If you have any questions regarding this
matter, please contact me at (312) 886-6146.

Sincerely,

Carol Witt-Smith
Corrective Action Expert
WMB, ILIIN/MI Section

cc: Al Debus, WMB
Steve McCutchen, Athens Lab
Victor Medina, Washington State
Adrienne Wilson, SOUTHDIV
Jim Hunsicker, NSWC
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Send 2 Yucca Plants to:

Mr. Steve McCutchen
U.S. EPA NERL
960 College Station Road
Athens, GA 30605-2720

Call 2 Days prior to Shipment at: (706) 355-8202

Send lQ Yucca Plants to:

Dr. Victor F. Medina
2710 University Drive
Washington State University
Mailstop H2-52
Richland, WA 99335-1643

Call 2 Days prior to Shipment at: (509) 372-7376

Packaging and Shipment of Yucca Plants

1. Plants should be well watered in plastic pots.

2. Plants should be staked to prevent damage, should the pots be
overturned in shipping.

3. Plastic pots should be wrapped in plastic to the base of the
plant. Making sure the soil will not fall out when shipping.

4. Plants should be packed in a well-ventillated box.

5. Plants should be properly packed to prevent movement or
tipping over.
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6. Chain of Custody paperwork should be taped inside one of the
boxes shipped, placed in a zip-lock bag, taped to the inside of the
box.

7. Boxes should be marked "Fragile - Perishable Items".

8. Boxes should be marked with "This End Up".

9. A Chain of Custody Seal should be place on the top and bottom
of each box, with clear sealing tape over the custody seal.

10. Plants should be shipped either 2.n.dJ)ay Air or 3rd Day Air by
UPS.

Yucca plants ~re cold hardy perennials that have adapted under harsh
growing conditions. These plants can be expected to survive shipping if
properly packaged and shipped over a 2 or 3 day period. -


