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Clifford G. Day
U.S. Fish and.Wildlife Servi~e

927 North Main Street (Bldg. 0-1)
Pleasantville; NJ 08232,

Dear'Mr.. Day:

Referenc~ i~ made'to a telephon~ convers~tion of August 1, 1991
between Ms~ 'Dana Peters of your staff and Mr. Carl K~llei of our
Natural ,Resources Section regarding the Federally Threaten~d
Knieskern's' beaked-rush (Rhynchospora kniesker~ii) a~d its known
occurrence at Naval Weapons Statlon Earle,Colts Neck, New Jersey
(NWS). .

Under the, auspices of the Compreh~nsive En~ironmental R~~ponse -'
Compensation and'~iability Act (CERCLA), the Navy_i~ compelled to
investigate potential hazardous (coritaminated) waste sites on·
Nav~ property: On~ site (3 ~'acres) whi~~ was identified in th~
Initial Assessment Study of Naval Weapon~ Station, Colts Neck,
New Jersey; 'appears to conta,in six rare plant species, ,one of
which is the Knieske~n's beaked~rush. Thes~ species were
revealed f~om the Rare Species Survey: ~aval Weapon~ Statiori ­
Earle that ~as conducted in 1988 arid 1989~ The particular sit~

(Site # 11" Cont~a~t Ordnance Disposal Area) was first '
invest~gated in 1986 through in~talling four soil borings and
three monitoring,'wells as shown on enclosure (1).' Sampling
analysis indicated 'that,anes,oil boring '(S'o'il Bor:ing 11-A)
contained elevated' oil an,d grease l,evels, and manit9ring well.
number il~l r.evealed an elevated Pentachlorophenol concentration.-.' '.

A sUbseq~ent se~ond' sampling ph~se in early 1991 included
construction'o'f nine, additional soil bo'r.i)"1gs and two additional
~ani~orin~'weil~ {rt order to fur~her evaluate ,the areai ,

.- distributici'n":~Clf ''ail :and grease ,contamination, suspected petroleum
hVd~ocarbon~~esidu~~~ and po~sible ~ovement ~f penta~hlorophenol.'
Finai analVs~is,,'o-f 'soi 1 sampling and monitoring well data is' not
yet comp(eted~ therefo~e, i~ is not k~own exactl~what" if"any,
future impacts "to the at-eais expected.

According to the Rare_J3..l2-E?cies· Survey: Naval Weapons Station
'Earle,. the Knieskern's bea~ed~rush w~s found in ~he extreme
l"estern'edge· of 'the, Site # 11 tract,Cenclosure 1),adjacent to
trees a~d ~hrubs which shad~ the site for,mu~h of the ~ay. The
~{te' is an area ~~, op~n dam~ sand that was obviously cleared at
some time in the past; it was once part cif an Atlantic.white
cedar swamp~ The survey. report alsci identified.'the,area as a ,
possible tox'ic .site; severalte~t 'wells had been constructed in
the vicinity d~ring the tim~ of the survey ~n 1988~ It was aiso
men',tioned' that, encroachment by successional species would'
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'probabiy' el'im~'i;;a:te"its population and that period'ic'mowing and
"clearing (mid'::"'CJctober ,t'hrough mid-March) would help maintain
favorabl~ conditiorisfor this ipecies.

Unde~, the 'Federal' Facilities Agreement Under CERCLA Section 120
with the Environmental Protection Agency (Administrative Docket
Number II-C~RCLA-FFA-00103), the'Navy is legally bound by
timeframe~, in which to conduct sampling and any necessary

:remedial clean up. Reportedly, ahy additional testing and future
work, if needed, wouid. not continue until late September, 1991.

According to'the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 as amended,
'Federal agencies are: directed to utilize their authorities in '
furtherance of the' Act by carrying out, program,s for the
conservation of ,listed' species. Accordingly, any action which
may affect the continued existence, of a Federallx listed' '
threatened or endangered speci~s'must unde~go consultation with
the U.S. Fi~h and Wil~life Service .as stated in Section 7 of th~

ESA. In 'an effort to comply with the ESA, your·assistance' is
'requested ·~o ~~s~ss and recommend me~s~~e~ for resolving
p~tential effects ~nthe Knieskern's:beake~-rushat Site # 11.,'
Since fru it i'ng occurs from Ju 1y to ,Sep tember in .th is spec,i es
(according to the Federal Reqister D~ July is, 1991) and may best
be observed during this. period, we reque~t your advice at your
earliest 'convenience.,

Our point of contact is Mr. Carl K~ller"Wildlife Biologist at
(215) S97-6~07 (6:30 AM to 3:0Q PM). Thank you in advance for
your assistance.,

'.

Sincerely,

, WIWAM .J. SUMMERS
, HeacI~ 'NaturalResourc~~~
Installations' Planning.DIVIsIon. '
By direction of the Commanding Offtcet'

.I

Copy:
,J. Hoover, NbRTHDIV'

" NwS ~Code 0'96
T. ,Gentile, NWS

B. Mattll.aey, NWS
2.
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100 200,
Scale In Feet .

Legend
.• Soil Boring

e-. . Existing Monitor Well

(100.0) Groundwater Elevation .
.(July 1986)

. .

Weil11·1 N524180.796 E 2144759.567 EI. 99.07W.L 95.79
We1l11·2 N 523942,662 E 2144958.585 EI. 100.97 W.L 96.97
We1l11-3 N 523687.093 E 2144532.508 EI. 98.37 W.L. 89.08

.~. Or
SITE 11 - CONTRACT ORDNANCE DISPOSAL AREA
MONITOR WELL AND SAMPLING LOCATIONS,
NWS EARLE, NJ


