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Pleaeantvxlle, NT 08238-

Dear Mr. Day". ST L : :' C )

~Reference is made to a telephone conversation of August 1, 1991

between Ms:. -Dana Peters of your staff and Mr. Carl Keller of our
Natural Resources Section regarding the Federally Threatened
Knieskern's beaked- rush- (Rhynchospora knieskernii) and its known

- occurrence at Naval . weapone Statlon Earle, Colts Neck, New Jersey‘

(NWS) .

Under the. au5p1ces of the Comprehen51ve Env1r0nmenta1 Response’

Compensation and’ L1ab111ty Act (CERCLA), the Navy .is compelled to_
1nvestlgate potent1a1 hazardous (contaminated) waste sites on. N
Navy .property. One site (3 + acres) which was identified in the
Initial Assessment Study of Naval Weapons Station, Colts Neck,

New Jersey,'appearsAto contain six rare plant species, -one of
which is the Knieskern's beaked-rush. These species were

revealed from the Rare Species Survey: Naval Weapons Station -
Earle that was conducted in 1988 and 1989: The particular site
(Site # 11, Contract Ordnance Disposal Area) was first '
1nvest1gated in 1986 through installing four soil borings and
three monitoring wells as shown on enclosure (1). Sampling
danalysis indicated that one soil boring (Soil Boring 11-A)
contained elevated oil and grease levels, and monitoring well,
number ilel revealed'an elevated Pentachlorophenol concentration.

A subeequent eecond eamplxng phaee in early‘1991 incldded4

construction of nine. additional soil borings and two add1t10nal

'monltorlng wells in order to further evaluate -the areal
S distribution®of ‘oil and grease . contam1nat1on, suspected petroleum_

hydrocarbon res1dues, and poee1b1e movement’ of pentachlorophenol.
Final ana1y51s of soil eampllng and monltorlng well data is not

"yet completed, therefore. it is not krnown exactly what, cifrany,

future 1mpacts'tofthe area is expected

Accordlng to the Rare Spec1ee Survey. Navel Neabdne'Station -

‘Earle, the Knieskern's beaked-rush was found in the extreme -
" western edge- of the Site # 11 tract (enclosure 1), adjacent to
trees and shrubs which shade the 51te for .much of the day. . The

site is an area of. open damp sand that was obv1ously cleared at

some time in the past; it was once part of an Atlant1c white
‘cedar swamp. The survey report also identified ‘the. area as a

poselble toxic site; several test wells had been constructed ;h v
the vicinity during the time of the survey in 1988. "It was also
ment1oned that encroachment by eucce551onal epec1es would ’ ’
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"'requested ‘to assess and recommend measures for resolving

Z‘Copy:

probably e11m1nate 1ts populat1on and that per10d1c mowing and

‘clearing- (mid-0ctober -through m1d March) would help maintain
. favorable condltlone for this Spec1e5. ' : -

Under the Federal Fac111t1ee Aqreement Under CERCLA Section. 180
with the Environmental Protection Agency (Administrative Docket
Number II-CERCLA-FFA-00103), the Navy is legally bound by.
timeframes in which to conduct sampling and any necessary

.remedial clean up . Reportedly, any additional testing and future
.work Sif needed would.not continue unti1~1ate September, 1991.

Accordlng to the Endangered Spec1ee Act (ESA) of 1973 as amended

'Federadl agencies are'directed to utilize their authorities in
furtherance of the Act by carrying out.programs for the

conservation of .listed epec1es. Accordingly, any action whlch

" may affect the continued existence of a Federally. listed’ , ‘
threatened or endangered species- must undergo coneultatlon with =

thelU S. Flsh and Wildlife Service as stated in Section 7 of the
ESA. In an effort to comply with the ESA, your- assistance is ’

potential effects on the Knieskern's .beaked-rush at Site # 11.-

"‘Slnce_frultlng occcurs from July toESeptember in .this species

(according to the Federal : Reqister.of July 18, 1991) and may beet'
be observed during this per1od we request your advice at vyour
earllest convenlence.» : : ST :

Our point of contact is Mr. Carl Keller, Wildlife Biologist at

_(P15) 897-6207 (b6: 30 AM to 3 OO PM) Thank you in advance for
your a551stance.. : . )

’Sincerely,‘

T WIAM SUMMERS
SR T Head, NannalReﬂnucesSkmﬁon
o installations Planning Division .
By dnrectlon of the Commandmg

J. Hoover, , NORTHDIV
“NWS “Code 096

.- T. Gentile, NWS

B. Matthaey, NWS
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| ‘Weil 11-1 | N'524180;796' E 214'47“59.56,7’ El. 99.07 W.L.95.79
Well 11-2 N 523942.662 E 2144958.585 El. 100.97 W.L.96.97
Well 11-3 N 523687.093 E 2144532.508 El. 98.37. W.L. 89.08
SITE 11 - CONTRACT ORDNANCE DISPOSAL AREA
MONITOR WELL AND SAMPLING LOCATlONS, :

~ NWS EARLE, NJ
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