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lester Jargowsky, Monmouth County health. officer observes rapid
.. bioassessment training in Hockhockson Brook at NWS Earle... . ".

·picesofthecountyhealthdepart- munities. It has also served as a
ment The Navycontaetedthese , way to distribute infonilation.' .
"commissions to solicit· RAB .. . . ... .
members. While membership· Duringan mIllal SIte tour1D:anY
was not limited to members of .RAB members were surpnse(f

.these groups, many ofthem did attheIa~eareaofopenspaceon .
nominate representatives tottie the statton. ~e county hea!th
RAB. This helpe<i insure input· officer" asked If acommumty.
from various surrounding com- .. collegeclass, (Cont. onpage7)"·

. ,
. .NWS was commissioned in

1943 to receiveandstore ammu­
nition for issuance to the U.S,
Atlantic Fleet Its mission has
remained relatively unchange4

·sincethen. The 1O,248-acremain
·station is connected to a 706-
· acre waterfront area by a Navy

controJJedright-of-way contain­
ingapriv~teNavy roaO;~d two
raIlroad lInes. Ammumtlon and
othersilpplies aretraruiportedby
truck and rail to and from Navy
vessels berthed at the 2.6-mile
long pier complex. The rural,
agncUltural natureoftheareahas
changed somewhat due to resi- .
dentialdevelopmentbutsignifi­
cant open space remains.

.. Most local towns had envi­
ronmentalcominissionsthatwere
loosely aligned under the aus-·

· RemedialProject Manager ..

. The Naval Weapons Station
· Earle NJhad been a part of

Monmouth County for over 50
yearsbythe timeanEnvironmen­
tillRestorationBoard(RAB)was
established in 1995.

RAB InvolvementFostersCommunitySpiritatNWS
By John Koliclus

·NorthDiv and EPA Region I Partner at South'Weymouth
" . .

By Dave Barclift askingfor sevelaImore biologi- . were able to prove their Point.
RiskAssessor .cal samplestationsateachofthe with EPA. .Agreement was

P~ering wi~ regulatory seven IR sites on the base. reached and the saIilplingeffort
agencies can sometlmes have It NorthDiv, along with our con- . was decreased. .

.. ~anddowns. Inthecaseofthe tractor, ENSR,· put together a . ...
· formerNaval Air Station South technical argmnent to support

. Weymouth, MA both types of oursamplingpositionandset up
partnering experiences· took a coDference call to defend our .
pla,ce. . The final outcome of Position. " .

. partnering with EPA Region I
not only saved the Navy ap-.. . .Not only did the conference
proximat~ly$80,000 ($6.~,OOO . call not go Wen, we needed five
m lab costs and·$15,OOO In la- moretechnicalmeetingsandcon-:
bor), but also spared the lives of ference calls to try to resolve
anestimated25smallm8mma1.s ... this issue. Eventually we de-
(niice and shrews), 300 earth- cided to tablethe isslie for abouf
worms, 200 fish, and 30 frogs. oneweekuntilthechemical sam­

pIing data Was available from
. Initially, EPA Region I's pre;. the PhaseU remedial investiga-

vious technical support. com- "tion. Anned With additional
mented on our scope of work infonnationNorthDivandENSR
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By AnnekeBush'
EnvironmenlBJRiskAssessor

Employ~es Safe After Missing the POint
at IR SIte' "-'vow.,,_

'~'-"~~"·-~'-'·'~'''-:'~".""V.,.~""~,,,,.E NorthDiv ,Remedial
, 'Project Man~er (RPM) , '

~ and, Anneke 'Bush;, '
NorthDiv Risk Assessor, ,
metwith~ecoritraCtorrep- ,
resentatlve. They' ex- '
plained the ramifications
of(and the lack ofhuman ,
health risks associated
wi~) :the .exposUre. 'Also '
~IClpatmg were LCDR

, RickTaylorandDanaJones '
from theROICC office.

, While this scenario assmrtesthat workers are
,expO~edfor30 days,thecrewatNASJRB was only
on SJte for' a few days, thus reducing the risk
n~bers even furth~r. While.sever3J exposure
pathways wereexammedmthenskassessment, the

After being infoIl1led of the situation by ,risk numbers were largelydriyen by !.he ingestion
NASJRB's enVironmentald=ent,NorthDiv's ' routeofexposure to surfacesoils. IndiScusslrwthe
OfficeofCounSel Activity er,andEriviron-' risk calculations, we were asked 'of what' 480',

,m~ntal personnel quickly decided that the right milligrams"ofsoil reallyamounts to. We usedthe
.thing to do was to mform the contractor that tIris analogy of 1 or: 2 raisins. We also,explained that
worK didbringthe crewwithin theboundaries ofat . aworlCerwouldhave to consumeseveral tiniesthat
contamina~ site and to a~so alle~ate !lny con- amount(e.g., ingest dirt by the.~andful) to signifi-
cemsthevmJghthaveregardingpossJblensksfrom cantly Increase theprobablhty of cancer or
chemicals at the site. To that end., Jim Colter, noncancerhealtheffects., (Continued onpageJ5)

, Res~l~ ofa draft risk assessment p;:rformed in '

.
The crewbe~' Sl,'te pre''parationandstarted to' '1997mdicated that there are no unacceptable'

cancerornoncancerrisks toconstructionworkers
d!g holes for ' ence ~sts before the error was' the scenario that most closely approximates th~
discovered.' Due to 'this encroachment, the crew , ,', worker's exposure paramaters: , "
andequipn:tentwer~ ~dvertentIy exposedto low
concentratlOnsofdioxms,metals,andPAHs. For- , '
tuna~ly, their activjties were .not deep enough to'
come mtocontaCtWlthcontammatedgroundWater,

, which is themore importantmediumofconcemat
the site.' "

RecentIy,a constI1let1on
company was contracted to
install a cpain link security ,
fenceonthesouthsideoITaxi­
wayJ atNaval AirStationJoint ,

" ReserveBasin(NASJRB),WH-
, low Grove, PA. Little did the
crew know, however, that their , ,
staf!ingpOin~ was offand that they were. actuaUy "
begmmngto install the fence throughIRSlte5.-the
former fire fighting trainingarea ' "

RAB FoSters Community Spirit at NWS
(CoTdinued from front page)

.which was studyingbio-assessrnenttechniques,
could use the streams on the station for their field
s~dies. Tl,leNavr agreed. Data coll~ted station­
Wide for acade:Iiuc purposes have also benefited
theNavyandconimunity...

.. RAB members agreed with the Nayy's risk;'·
based cleanup approach princip'le but ~el~ that a
number ofsmalfSItes coUld easJly he ehmmated.
They suggested that feweJ:' studies should he ron­
ducted in favor ofmore actual remediation. The
.Navyhasacted onthis recommendationby initiat~
ing seveia1 source area removal actions. Video

,presentationsare routinelyshownatRABmeetings

to showcomnlunitYmemberStheprogressofwork
underway. . • . . .

, ' '

.. The RAB haS undoubtedly been a cat8Jyst for
.' progress at NWS Earle. 'Since it was formed in
,1995,theNa~andEPAhave signedfourRecords
ofDecision (KODs) covering 12 sites. The most
recent ROD concluded that no further action was
necessary ateight sites where removal actions had .
been conducted. Favorable. articles have been
published followi!1g several~ meetings' "!-Dd
u~n the completion of-a maJ~r.landfill-eappmg .
{)roJeet. In 1998, theCommanilingOfficerofNWS
Earle~ivedanawardfromtheMonmouthCounty
governmentforhis personal commitmentto Instaf- .
lation Restoration activities. '


