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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Areas meeting the definition of wetlands used by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) under Section 404 of the Ciean Water Act (CWA) (33 U.S.C.
1344) and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) under the New Jersey
Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act (N.J.S.A. 13:9B) were delineated on that part of the Naval Weapons
Station (NWS) Earle in Colts Neck, New Jersey designated as Site 13 - Defense Property Disposal Office
Yard. Chemical contamination on Site 13 will.be remediated under the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act {CERCLA) (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). The remedy will consist
of excavating some areas of contaminated soil and installing a low permeability cover system over the
landfill (excavated soil will be placed under the new cover system). The USACE, USEPA, and NJDEP
define wetlands as "those areas that are inundated or saturated at a frequency and duration sufficient to
support, and that under normmal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted
for life in saturated soil conditions (40 C.F.R. 230.3, 33 C.F.R. 328.3, and N.J.A.C. 7:7A-1.4)". Under this

definition, wetlands may be either under the influence of tides (tidal) or unaffected by tides (nontidal).

NWS Earle is located in Monmouth County in east-central New Jersey (Figure 1-1). The NWS Earle
encompasses approximately 11,134 acres and includes a Waterfront Area and a Mainside Area. The
Waterfront Area is located on Sandy Hook Bay and includes an ammunition depot and associated piers.
The Mainside Area is located approximately 10 miles inland and inciudes residences, office buildings,
workshops and warehouses, recreational areas, open space, and undeveloped land. The majority of the
Mainside Area consists of undeveloped land associated with ordnance operations, production, and
storage facilities. Much of the undeveloped land is encumbered by explosive safety quantity distance
(ESQD) arcs. Land surrounding the Mainside Area includes agricultural areas, vacant land, and jow
density residential land (TtNUS, 2003).

Site 13 is an area of fill material located near the rail classification yards within the Mainside Area (Figure
1-2). Activities at the site included storage of scrap metals and batteries and the burial of material, such
as cars, trucks, electronic equipment, clothing/shoes, sheet metal, furniture, scrap metal, and batteries.
Additionally, batteries were broken open at the site for lead recovery, and acid was drained onto the
ground. Because the primary function of the site was scrap metal storage, unexploded ordnance (UXO)
is not expected to be present in the fill material; however, ordnance “shapes” have been encountered

during previous intrusive activities at the site.
A baseline human health risk assessment performed as part of a remedial investigation (RI) concluded

that reasonable maximum exposure (RME) cancer risk estimates for future residents consuming and

exposed to groundwater below Site 13 exceeded the target maximum acceptable risk range. The
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estimated human health risk for the future industrial (groundwater) exposure scenario was at the upper
end of the target maximum acceptable risk range. Arsenic and vinyl chloride were the principal
compounds of concern in the groundwater contributing to the estimated cancer risks. Unacceptable
noncancer risks were also reported for future residential and future industrial (groundwater) exposure
scenarios. The principal noncancer compounds of concern include arsenic, cadmium, and iron (TtNUS,
2003).

All of NWS Earle, including Site 13, is located in the coastal lowlands of Monmouth County, within the
Atlantic Coastal Plain Physiographic Province of New Jersey. The Mainside Area, which includes Site 13,
is relatively flat, with elevations ranging from approximately 100 to 300 feet above mean sea level. The
headwaters and drainage basins of three major coastal plain rivers (the Swimming, Manasquan, and
Shark Rivers) originate in the Mainside Area. All ultimately discharge to the Atlantic Ocean. The
Swimming River and Shark River supply reservoirs used for public water supplies. Site 13 drains to an
unnamed perennial drainage that flows into Hockhockson Brook, a tributary to the Swimming River
(TINUS, 20083).

060307/P (Wetland) 1-2 CTO 0851
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2.0 METHODOLOGY

Fieldwork for the wetland delineation was conducted on April 29 and 30, 2003. The wetland delineation
followed the Routine Onsite Determination Method, Plant Community Assessment Procedure in Section
4.11 of the Federal Manual for identifying and Delineating Jurisdictional Wetlands (Federal Manual}
(FICWD, 1989). Although the Federal Manual was recognized by the USACE from 1989 until 1991 as the
technical direction for delineating wetlands throughout the United States for purposes of determining
jurisdiction of the CWA, the USACE has since 1991 reverted to an earlier wetland delineation manual for
CWA permitting purposes. The earlier manual is termed the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetlands
Delineation Manual (USACE Manual; Environmental Laboratory, 1987). However, the USACE has
delegated administration of most elements of Section 404 to the NJDEP in New Jersey. While the
NJDEP recognizes the same definition of wetlands as the USACE, it recognizes the Federal Manual
rather than the USACE Manual as the procedural guide for delineating wetlands.

With few exceptions, areas identified as a wetland using the Federal Manual must display positive

evidence of each of the following three parameters indicative of wetland conditions:

s Hydrophytic Vegetation — Detined as macrophytic plant life growing in water, soil, or on a substrate

that is at least periodically deficient in oxygen as a result of excessive water content (Federal Manual,

Section 2.1).

¢ Hydric Soil — Defined as soils that are saturated, flooded, or ponded long enough during the growing

season to develop anaerobic conditions in the upper part (Federal Manual, Section 2.6).

*» Wetland Hydrology — Defined as permanent or periodic inundation, or soil saturation to the surface, at

least seasonally (Federal Manual, Secticn 2.8).

The definitions of hydrophytic vegetation and hydric soil in the Federal Manual and in the USACE Manual
are approximately the same. However, with respect to wetland hydrology, Section 2.8 of the Federal
Manual states that the presence of water for a week or more during the growing season typically creates
anaerobic conditions in the soil, which affect the types of plants that can grow and the types of soils that
develop. In contrast, Section 48 of the USACE Manual states that areas that are inundated or saturated
for less than 5 percent of the growing season (generally 1 to 2 weeks in the middle Atlantic states such as

New Jersey) are not wetlands.

The fieldwork commenced with walking the site to identify areas displaying potential evidence of each of

the three parameters. Data collection points were then oriented at 10-foot intervals on representative
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transects perpendicular to the hydrological gradient of suspected wetland areas. Vegetation, soil, and
hydroiogy data were recorded at each data collection point to determine whether the hydrophytic

vegetation, hydric soil, and wetland hydrology parameters were met.

Dominant plant species for each vegetative stratum (tree canopy, saplings, shrubs, herbs, and woody
vines) at each data point were determined based on estimated percent aerial cover (Table 2-1). Wetland
indicator statuses developed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) (Reed, 1988) were assigned to
each dominant species and used as the basis for determining whether the vegetation was hydrophytic
(Table 2-2). A soil pit was hand augured at each data point location to a minimum depth of 20 inches and
the color, texture, and other descriptive data were recorded for each encountered soil horizon. These
observations were used to determine whether field indicators of hydric soils, as listed in the Federal
Manual and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS, 1998), were present. Surface and
subsurface observations were made at each data point to determine which field indicators of wetland

hydrology, as listed in the Federal Manual, were present.

Wetland delineation data sheets provided in the Federal Manual for use in routine onsite wetland
delineations were compieted for each data point and are provided in Appendix A. Delineated wetland
boundaries were marked in the field using wooden stakes and red ribbon. Each stake was labeled “WET
13X-N", with “X" as a letter corresponding to the specific wetland occurrence and “N” as the numeric order
of the stake along the boundary. A land survey depicting the location of each stake was subsequently

completed and is the basis for the wetland delineation map provided in Section 3.0.

060307/P (Wetland) 2-2 CTO 0851



REVISION 1
SEPTEMBER 2003

TABLE 21
DEFINITIONS OF VEGETATION STRATA USED IN WETLAND DELINEATION

NWS EARLE SITE 13 - DPDO YARD
COLTS NECK, NEW JERSEY

Stratum Symbol Definition’ Plot Diameter (feet)’

Canopy c Trees over 5 inches in diameter at breast 30

height (DBH)
Saplings SA Woody plants over 20 feet in height but 15

under 5 inches DBH
Shrubs SH Woody plants under 20 feet in height 15
Herbaceous H Nonwoody plants and woody seedlings 5
Groundcover under 3 feet in height
Woody Vines v Woody vines attached to the trunks of 15

trees or saplings

1 Source: FICWD, 1988
2  Plot size used for visually estimating percent aerial cover for plant species (circular plots)
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TABLE 2-2

DEFINITIONS OF WETLAND PLANT INDICATOR STATUSES USED IN WETLAND DELINEATION
NWS EARLE SITE 13 - DPDO YARD
COLTS NECK, NEW JERSEY

Indicator Status Definition

Obligate Wetland (OBL) Species recognized as occurring in wetlands greater than 99
percent of the time

Facuitative Wetland (FACW) Species recognized as occurring in wetlands 67 to 99
percent of the time

Facultative (FAC) Species equally likely to occur in wetlands or uplands
(nonwetlands)

Facultative Upland (FACU) Species recognized as occurring in wetlands 1 to 33 percent
of the time

Obligate Upland (UPL) Species recognized as occurring in wetlands less than 1
percent of the time

Source: Reed, 1988
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3.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The wetland delineation identified two areas on Site 13 that are regulated under Section 404 of the CWA
and under the New Jersey Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act (Figure 3-1). The first, designated as
Area 13A (Photograph 1), is a ditch near the western edge of the landfill. The second, designated as
Area 13B (Photograph 2), is a forested wetland northwest of the landfill. Although the wetland and the
ditch are contiguous north of Site 13, they are separated by more than 50 feet of uplands at Site 13.

The landfill itself does not contain any wetlands. The landfill surface consists of mixed soil and gravel
overlying the landfill materials (Photograph 3). The southern part of the landfill is used for exterior
storage of metal parts. The northern part of the landfill supports a sparse cover of ruderal vegetation,
such as broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus) and switchgrass (Panicum virgatum). A few pitch pine
{Pinus rigida) seedlings have established on the northern part of the landfill. The landfill surface is
generally smooth throughout without noticeable ditches, swales, or depressions that could potentially hold
surface water following rainfall events. An exception is a shallow ditch that separates the northern part of
the landfill from railroad tracks east of the landfill. The ditch was dry as of the wetland delineation
{(April 29 and 30, 2003). It supported vegetation similar to other parts of the landfill and lacked

watermarks, scouring, or other visible evidence of seasonal surface water.

The western edge of the landfill consists of a steep slope, with areas at the toe of the slope more than
10 feet lower in elevation than areas at the top. The ditch abuts the toe of the slope in the southern part
of the landfill. Although forest vegetation directly abuts the slope to the northern part of the landfill, the
delineated boundary of the forested wetland (Area 13B) is 30 to 50 feet west of the slope at most

locations.

3.1 AREA 13A: DITCH

An unnamed ditch originates in a forested area southwest of the site and flows past the western edge of
the Jandfill in a northwesterly direction. it flows in a roughly northerly direction, and aerial photographs
suggest that it forms a headwater to Hockhockson Brook. The delineation addressed a segment of the
ditch extending from a culvert under a gravel access road to the site; approximately 100 feet upstream
from the landfill to a point approximately 100 feet downstream (northwest) from the landfill. The ditch is
straight, narrow (approximately 10 to 15 feet bank to bank), and deeply incised (embankments 5 to
10 feet from the toe to top of slope) for the entire length. Slow running water 6 to 12 inches in depth was
present at the time of the delineation. The substrate at the bottom of the ditch is natural soil. U.S.
Geological Survey topographic maps suggest that the ditch drains a watershed of just over 100 acres.
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No areas meeting the criteria for delineation as a wetland adjoin the delineated segment of the ditch.
What appeared to be the approximate location of the ordinary high water mark on the lower part of the
steep embankments was therefore delineated as the outer edge of waters of the United States and New
Jersey open waters. Wooden stakes numbered from “WET 13A-1" to "WET 13A-14" mark the ordinary
high water mark on the west embankment, and stakes numbered from “WET 13A-15" to "WET 13A-27°
mark the ordinary high water mark on the east embankment. Above the ordinary high water mark, the
steep embankments support upland forest vegetation dominated by species such as pitch pine, white oak
{Quercus alba), and black oak (Quercus velutina), with occasional sweetgum (Liriodendron tulipifera) and

paper birch (Betula sp.).

The ditch does not contain any wetlands and thus is not expected to display most of the functions and
values typical of wetlands. The shallow running water in the ditch could provide habitat for some small
fish species and well as some benthic organisms typical of shallow headwaters with a soft bottom.
However, the channelized condition and artificially steep gradient would, at best, favor only those species
tolerant of substantially disturbed freshwater aquatic habitats. The shade provided by the tree cover on
the embankments does however, function to cool the water, which could be beneficial to biota favoring

shaded running water in forest settings.

The ditch would be best classified as Riverine, Upper Perennial Unconsolidated Bottom (R3UB) or
Riverine, Intermittent Unconsolidated Bottom (R4UB) under the classification system developed by the
USFWS (Cowardin et al., 1979). The Riverine system is defined as all surface waters and wetlands

contained within a channel.

3.2 AREA 13B: FORESTED WETLAND

Most of the forested area northwest of the landfill constitutes a seasonally saturated forested wetland.
The wetland boundary does not extend to the toe of the landfill; instead the boundary lies within the
forested area as much as 50 to 75 feet distant from the toe of the landfill. The boundary, which
corresponds to the edge of the area meeting the delineation criteria in the Federal Manual, was marked
with stakes numbered from “WET 13B-1" to “WET 13B-17". The entire boundary surrounding the forested
wetland was not delineated; the delineation only addressed areas within 100 feet of the toe of the landfill.

The wetland encompasses a large area extending several hundred feet north and west from the landfilt.

The sections below summarize the vegetation, soils, hydrology, classification, and functions and vaiues

for the delineated wetland.

Vegetation: Vegetation throughout Area 13B is dominated by deciduous trees, especially red maple
(Acer rubrum) and black gum (Nyssa sylvatica), with scattered Atlantic white cedar (Chamaecyparis
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thyoides). Some widely scattered white pine (Pinus strobus) and pitch pine (Pinus rigida) trees occur
within the wetland, especially close to the delineated boundary. Most trees are visually estimated to
range between 6 and 12 inches in diameter at breast height (DBH). Canopy cover is variable, visually
estimated to range from roughly 40 percent to 70 percent at most locations. The deciduous shrub
highbush blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum) forms a sparse to moderately dense understory throughout
most of the wetland. Herbaceous groundcover is sparse throughout. Patches of what appear to be a
small sedge (Carex sp.) or bulrush (Scirpus sp.) species were observed, although the absence of
distinguishing fruiting structures prevented identification. Widely scattered sprouts of skunk cabbage
(Symplocarpus foetidus) were observed at several locations within the wetland. Small patches of

sphagnum moss (Sphagnum sp.) were observed scattered throughout.

Vegetation in Area 13B meets the hydrophytic vegetation parameter according to the Federal Manual.
More than 50 percent of the dominant plant species in vegetation at data points 13B-7-1 and 13B-10-1,
both located 10 feet downgradient of the delineated wetland boundary, are designated as obligate
wetland (OBL), facultative wetland (FACW), or facultative plant species by the USFWS (Reed, 1988)
(Field Indicator Number 2 of hydrophytic vegetation in Section 3.6 of the Federal Manual). Many of the
deciduous trees within the wetland grow on smail hummocks (mounds of soil) and display distinctively
shallow root systems (Photograph 4). Some of the deciduous trees displayed slight evidence of trunk
buttressing (flare close to ground level). Section 3.37 of the Federal Manual indicates that distinctively
shallow root systems and trunk buttressing are morphological adaptations of plants to inundated or

saturated soils and are a field indicator of wetland hydrology.

Vegetation does not change abruptly at the delineated wetland boundary. The overall dominance by red
maple and black gum continues upgradient from the boundary, but the hummocking, shallow root
systems, and other morphological plant adaptations of the trees to saturated soil conditions cease up-
gradient of the boundary. Upland species such as pitch pine, gray birch, and white oak become
increasingly dominant. However, the forest vegetation in most areas between the delineated wetland
boundary and the toe of the landfill meets the technical criteria in the Federal Manual for hydrophytic
vegetation. Highbush blueberry forms patchy shrub cover on both sides of the boundary, but mountain
laurel (an upland shrub) is dominant in many locations upgradient. Skunk cabbage is present only

downgradient of the boundary.

Soils: Soils in Area 13B are mapped by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service (SCS) (predecessor to the
NRCS) as Atsion sand (SCS, 1989). The Atsion soil series is described as nearly level, poorly drained,
sandy soils occurring on upland flats. Extensive areas of forest land on and in the vicinity of the NWS
Earle Mainside are mapped as Atsion sands. The typical profile described by the SCS for Atsion soils in

Monmouth County includes a surface layer (topsoil) consisting of 2 inches of matted, partly decomposed

060308/P (Wetland) 3-3 CTO 0851



REVISION 1
SEPTEMBER 2003

organic matter and roots (O-Horizon) underiain by 6 inches of black (10YR 2/1) sand (A-Horizon). The
subsurface layer (E-Horizon) is described as a 14-inch layer of grayish brown (10YR 5/2) sand. The
subsoil (B-Horizon) is described as an B8-inch dark reddish brown (5YR 3/2) loamy sand (Bh-Horizon) over
a 10-inch brown (10 YR 4/3) sand with large prominent dark brown (7.5YR 4/2) mottles (BC-Horizon).

The substratum (C-Horizon) is described as a yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) fine sand with distinct light
brownish gray (10YR 6/2) mottles (SCS, 1989). '

The surface soils observed throughout Area 13B are generally consistent with the SCS description for
Atsion sand but appear to be considerably deeper. Consistent with the SCS description, the surface soils
in Area 13B appear to be black sands, although the sands appear to be highly fine-textured and might
include a substantial proportion of muck (small grains of well-decomposed organic matter). While the
SCS describes the surface layer as typically 8 inches thick, the surface layer throughout Area 13B ranges
between roughly 12 and 20 inches deep (generally deeper in the interior of the wetland and shallower
close to the delineated boundary). The subsurface soils throughout Area 13B tend to be 2.5Y 6/2 (light
brownish gray) or 5Y 6/2 (light olive gray) fine sands or fine loamy sands. They generally resemble the
E-Horizon described by the SCS for Atsion sands but occur at a somewhat deeper depth and are
distinctly more yellow in hue. The transition from the E-Horizon to the B-Horizon and C-Horizon was not

evident in the shallow soil borings performed for the wetland delineation.

Atsion sand is a mapping unit identified by the SCS as a hydric soil in its list of hydric soils for Monmouth
County, New Jersey (SCS, 1990). Section 3.27 of the Federal Manual states that if a soil's characteristics
match those described for a hydric soil, then the hydric soil criterion is met. Section 3.28 of the Federal
Manual states that many of the field indicators commonly used as evidence of hydric soils, especially the
presence of gleyed and low chroma soil colors, cannot be used to assess whether sandy soils are hydric.
The deep surface accumulations of black sand are suggestive of an exceptionally high organic matter

content in the surface horizon, a field indicator of a sandy hydric soil [Federal Manua! Section 3.28(8)(A)].

The SCS maps the landfill itself as Udorthents, soils that have been altered by excavating or filling. The
SCS does not distinguish an area of upland (i.e., non-hydric) soils between Area 13A and the landfill edge
(SCS, 1989). This area is too narrow to be resolved on SCS maps. The surface profile between the
delineated wetland boundary and the edge of the landfill still generaily resembles that for an Atsion sand
but the surface layer is thinner, and the profile displays thin layers (horizons) of higher-chroma soil within

1 or 2 inches of the surface.
Hydrology: Areas inside the delineated wetland boundary appear to be seasonally saturated only. No

surface water was visible anywhere within the wetland during the wetland delineation (April 29 and 30,

2003) and there were no watermarks on the trees, surface sediment deposits, water-stained leaves or
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other visible evidence of surface water in the months preceding the‘ wetland delineation. The water table
was observed to be within about 12 to 18 inches below the soil surface, aithough visible saturation was
observed within 2 or 3 inches of the soil surface. Capillary action typically causes organic soil material
{muck and peat) to be saturated several inches above the water table. The looser condition of peat on

the surface of the soil might be preventing saturation from reaching to the surface.

Considering the deep surface layer of soil high in organic matter content, the frequency of Atlantic white
cedar (an OBL plant species), and the presence of hummocking and shallow roots systems for the red
maple and black gum, the absence of field indicators of surface saturation and the depth below the
surface of the water table is surprising. New Jersey, including Monmouth County, experienced a
significant drought in 2001, when the statewide annual rainfall was 35.65 inches versus a normal of
44,72 inches (NCDC, 2003). However, the statewide annual rainfall in 2002 was 46.76 inches (slightly
above normal), and 14.52 inches fell between January 1 and April 30 of 2003 (slightly above the average
of 14.24 inches for that period). It is possible that the regional water table has not yet completely

recovered from the 2001 drought and lies further below the ground surface than expected.

it is additionally possible that the channelization of the unnamed ditch (Area 13A) could have artificially
lowered the water table in the Area 13B wetland. Although the ditch (Area 13A) and the wetland (Area
13B) are not contiguous within Site 13, they are contiguous approximately 250 feet north of the site. It is
also possible that the past development of the landfill and storage areas has diveried surface runoff into
the stream instead of into the wetland. Another plausible hypothesis concerns the fact that the hydrology
of any wetland is not static even in the absence of human disturbance. For example, it is plausible that
continued deposition of plant material in Area 13B over a prolonged time (decades or centuries) could
have gradually elevated the soil surface until it is no longer within reach of the capillary fringe of the

seasonal high water table.

Classification: The forested wetland forming Area 13B would be classified as Palustrine Forested (PFO)
under the classification system developed by the USFWS (Cowardin et al., 1979). The palustrine system
is described by the USFWS as consisting of nontidal wetlands dominated by trees, shrubs, persistent

emergents, emergent mosses or lichens.

Functions and Values: Wetland functions are physical, chemical, and biological processes or attributes
of wetlands that are vital to the integrity of a wetland system, regardless of how those benefits are
perceived by society. Wetland values are attributes that are not necessarily important to the integrity of a
wetland system but which are perceived as valuable to society (Adamus et al., 1991). Table 3-1 lists
several commonly recognized functions and values provided by wetlands (DeSanto and Flieger, 1995).

The following discussion of the functions and values of the wetlands delineated in Area 13B is subjective,
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based on the descriptive approach for wetland functional assessment developed as part of the Highway
Methodology by the New England District of the USACE. More rigorous quantitative and semi-
quantitative models are available for assessing the functions and values of wetlands but are rarely

necessary to support most permitting and planning decisions affecting wetiands.

A descriptive review of the physical and biological attributes of the Area 13B wetland suggest that the -
wetland could potentially play a role with respect to the following functions and values: groundwater
recharge/discharge, floodflow alteration, fish and sheilfish habitat, sediment/toxicant/pathogen retention,
nutrient  removal/retentionfiransformation,  production  export, wildlife  habitat, recreation,
educational/scientific value, uniqueness/heritage, visual quality/aesthetics, and endangered species
habitat (Appendix B). However, the review suggests that the principal functions and values of the Area
13B wetland are limited to sediment/toxicant/pathogen retention, production export, wildlife habitat, and
endangered species habitat. It is recommended that these principal functions form the focus of efforts to

mitigate wetland impacts resulting from the proposed remediation of the site.

Groundwater Recharge/Discharge (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-No): The Area 13B wetland and adjoining
forested wetlands to the north likely function to trap precipitation and runoff from upgradient uplands and
contribute to groundwater recharge. Even if surface water (inundation) sometimes occurs (the wetland
surface was not inundated anywhere at the time of the April 2003 wetland delineation), the coarse soils
and apparent lack of claypans or other layers of fine-textured soil near the surface suggests that the
wetland tends to function more with respect to groundwater recharge than groundwater discharge.
Because Monmouth County receives relatively heavy annual precipitation and contains large expanses of
tidal and non-tidal wetlands, it is uniikely that any individual wetland in the county serves a principal

function with respect to groundwater recharge or discharge.

Floodflow Alteration (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-No): The dense vegetation and coarse soils within the
Area 13B wetland likely function to trap surface runoff from upgradient uplands, thereby reducing the
potential for small-stream flooding along Hockhockson Brook over its 1- to 2-mile course before emptying
into the tidal Swimming River. The cumulative importance of the remaining areas of Atsion sands and
other forested wetlands in reducing the influx of runoff into the non-tidal tributaries to the Swimming River
will continue to increase as the area becomes increasingly urbanized, with larger amounts of impervious
surface generating greater quantities of runoff and with more structures and other facilities susceptible to
overbank fiooding along the streams. However, the relatively level topography and proximity to tidal
waters suggests that the potential for non-tidal flooding is low; floodflow alteration is therefore not

identified as a principal function of the subject wetland.
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Sediment/Toxicant/Pathogen Retention (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-Yes): The dense vegetation in the

Area 13B wetland appears capable of detaining surface runoff for extended periods, trapping suspended
sediment and any toxicants or pathogens carried in the runoff. The landfill is a source of eroding
sediment that can carry chemical contamination originating from waste buried in the landfill. The wetland
is positioned to serve as a buffer separating the landfill from Hockhockson Brook and other downgradient
aquatic habitats. Because the proposed remedy involves containment rather than excavation and
removal of at least some of the waste buried in the landfill, the wetland will continue to play a role in

shielding aguatic habitats from the landfill even once the remedy is implemented.

Fish and Shelltish Habitat (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-No): The data collected for the wetland delineation
suggest that the Area 13B wetland does not regularly experience surface inundation for extended periods

of time. |t therefore does not likely provide fish or shellfish habitat directly. However, the ability of the
dense vegetation and coarse sand in the wetland to modulate the downgradient movement of runoff and
sediment, and the ability of the vegetation to cool surface runoff and contribute beneficial biomass to the
runoff, likely contributes to the quality of the estuarine waters and marshes of the Swimming River as

habitat for fish and shelifish.

Nutrient Removal/Retention/Transformation (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-No): The large size, dense

vegetation, and high organic matter in the surface soils of the Area 13B wetland likely function to trap
dissolved nutrients in surface runoff entering the wetland from upgradient uplands. However, large
agricultural operations and other large sources of nutrients do not occur upgradient of the subject
wetland. Most of the upgradient watershed contributing surface runoff to the subject wetland is
undeveloped forest or exterior industrial fand within NWS Earle Mainside that is not used for agriculture

and not likely subject to large-scale application of fertilizers or pesticides for landscaping purposes.

Production Export (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-Yes): The large size, dense and varied forest vegetation,

abundant wildlife food sources, and abundant downed logs and other detritus within the Area 13B wetland
suggests that the wetland contributes substantially to the regional food chain, including the aquatic food
chains of Hockhockson Brook and Swimming River and the terrestrial food chain of adjoining

undeveloped lands.

Sediment/Shoreline_Stabilization (Occurrence-No; Principal-No): The Area 13B wetland and adjoining
torested wetlands lack shorelines and permanent standing water, hence the ability of the vegetation in the
wetland to stabilize soils against water erosion caused by currents, floods, or storm surges is not
important. There is a slight topographic gradient within the wetland. The vegetation may thus help to
stabilize surface soils against gully erosion caused by runoff. But this function does not appear to be

substantial.
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Wildlife Habitat (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-Yes): Aerial photographs and soil survey data (SCS, 1989)
suggest that the Area 13B wetland is contiguous to more than 100 acres of unfragmented forested
wetland habitat of similar vegetational composition adjoined by large tracts of forested upland habitat
broken only by occasional roads and widely scattered military facilities (all part of NWS Earle). The NWS
Earle Mainside forms an oasis of large forested tracts, wetland and upland, surrounded by a rural-
residential landscape where forest tracts are becoming increasingly fragmented by residential
construction. Forest land on the NWS Earle Mainside therefore forms a refuge for birds and mammals
preterring large tracts of contiguous forest land with minimal human intrusion. Although the subject
wetland itself lies at the edge, rather than in the interior of, a large forested wetland area; loss of the
subject wetlands would reduce the overall size of the forested wetland and reduce the area providing

favorable habitat to forest-interior dwelling wildlife.

Recreation (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-No): The Area 13B wetland is located in an industrial setting
(heavy equipment is stored on an exterior gravel pad that covers part of the landfill and some land
immediately south of the landfill) on a secured military base not open to the public. The subject wetland
and adjoining areas are not developed with trails or other recreational facilities. Because the subject
wetland could be suitable for certain passive recreational activities and are located close to the
administrative buildings of the NWS Earle Mainside, the recreation function is noted as present but not as

principal.

Educational Scientific Value (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-No): The large size of the subject wetland and
adjoining wetlands and the physical exclusion of the general public makes for potential value for scientific

research, although no specific research activities are presently underway.

Unigueness/Heritage (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-No): The Area 13B wetland is part of a large wetland
that is typical of other inland forested wetlands in Monmouth County. Because of increasing urbanization
in Monmouth County, the large tracts of forested wetlands and adjoining forested uplands on NWS Earle

are increasing in importance as relics of the area’s unique natural and cultural heritage.

Visual Quality/Aesthetics (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-No): The dense forest vegetation within and
adjoining the Area 13B wetland is visually attractive and is visually enhanced by the contrast between the
evergreen trees and shrubs and deciduous trees and shrubs. However, the wetland is not visible to the
public and is not in a part of NWS Earle that is heavily frequented by personnel living or working on the

installation.
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Endangered Species Habitat (Occurrence-Yes; Principal-Yes): A remedial investigation prepared by the
U.S. Navy in 1996 determined that there are no sensitive habitats (other than wetlands) or threatened or
endangered species at Site 13 (U.S. Navy, 1996). However, the large size and (apparently) largely
undisturbed condition of the Area 13B wetland north and west of the site could be conducive to the
occurrence of certain rare, threatened, or endangered species endemic to forested wetlands in coastal

New Jersey.
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TABLE 3-1

COMMON FUNCTIONS AND VALUES OF WETLANDS
NWS EARLE SITE 13 - DPDO YARD
COLTS NECK, NEW JERSEY
PAGE 1 OF 2

Functions Description

Groundwater Some wetlands function to catch and detain surface runoff, allowing at least
Recharge some of the detained water to leach down into underlying aquifers. Wetlands
capable of best performing this function tend to receive runoff from a large
watershed, support dense vegetation, and have a narrow (constricted) outlet
(or no outlet).

Groundwater Some wetlands function as areas where groundwater is discharged to the
Discharge surface. Such wetlands are commonly referred io as seeps or springs and
represent a means by which wildlife inhabiting the surface can access water
reserves held in the ground.

Floodtlow Some wetlands function to slow the overland runoff of floodwaters, thereby
Alteration reducing peak flow levels following heavy precipitation events. Wetlands
capable of best performing this function tend to be located in the upper parts of
the watershed to stream systems.

Sediment/ Vegetation in wetlands bordering streams and other waterbodies can stabilize
Shoreline banks and shorelines against erosion caused by currents and waves.
Stabilization

Sediment/ Some wetlands serve to detain surface flow (surface runoft or channel flow)
Toxicant allowing some suspended sediments, toxicants, and/or pathogens to settle out
Retention into the wetland soil, thereby preventing their migration into downstream

waters. Wetlands capable of best performing this function tend to support
dense vegetation, have constricted (or no) outlets, and be located near
disturbed soils or toxicant sources.

Nutrient Some wetlands serve to detain surface flow (surtace runoff or channel flow)
Removal/ allowing nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus o setile out into the
Transformation | wetland soil, thereby preventing their migration into downstream waters. High
nutrient levels in waterbodies cause eutrophication, a condition where
undesirable algal growths deplete dissolved oxygen and interfere with other
aquatic biota. Wetlands capable of best performing this function tend to
support dense vegetation, have constricted (or no) outiets, and be located near
areas of heavy fertilizer use.

Production Some wetlands serve as sources of biomass, nutrients, and tood sources
Export supporting aquatic ecosystems in downgradient waterbodies. Wetlands
capable of best performing this function tend to have dense, diverse vegetation
and be connected to areas of open water.

Aguatic Wetlands adjoining or forming a part of streams, lakes, and other areas of
Diversity/ open water tend to provide specialized habitat for many species of fish and
Abundance other aquatic biota, thereby enhancing the diversity of aquatic ecosystems.
Wildlife Wetlands provide favored habitat for many amphibian, reptile, bird, and
Diversity/ mammal species. The exact species of wildlife attracted by a wetland depends
Abundance largely on the wetland’s vegetation composition.
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TABLE 3-1
COMMON FUNCTIONS AND VALUES OF WETLANDS

NWS EARLE SITE 13 - DPDO YARD
COLTS NECK, NEW JERSEY

PAGE 2 OF 2
Values v Description
Recreation Many wetlands provide opportunities for recreational activities such as hiking,

canoeing, boating, fishing, and hunting. The recreational value of a wetland
depends not only on its physical characteristics but also on its public
accessibility and proximity to population centers.

Unigueness/ Many wetlands are inherently “special” places that reflect or contribute to the
Heritage history and/or culture of the surrounding region.
Educational/ Many wetlands, especially wetlands that have experienced little human

Scientific Value | alteration or disturbance, are of value for scientific research and/or for public
outdoor education. The location of a wetland on public land and/or in close
proximity to schools enhances this value.

Visual Quality/ | Especially in urban/suburban settings, many wetlands are visually pleasing
Aesthetics natural areas that can buffer, screen, or oftset the visual impacts of developed
areas.

Source: Adamus et 2., 1991 and De Santo and Flieger, 1995.
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Photograph 1: itch foring Area 13A. The ditch is a Water of the United States and New Jersey
State Open Water. Note the absence of wetlands within the steep embankments on each side of

the stream.

(Area 13B)

Photograph 2: Palustrine Forsted Wetland
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Photograph 4: Shallow Root Systems and Hummoc ing at Red Maple and Black Gum Trees in

Palustrine Forested Wetlands Forming Area 13B.
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4.0 CONCLUSIONS

Wetland Delineation Summary: The wetland delineétion identified two areas on Site 13 that meet
regulatory definitions under Section 404 of the CWA and the New Jersey Freshwater Wetiands Protection
Act (Figuré 3-1). The first, designated as Area 13A, is a ditch on the western edge of the site. The ditch
is a water of the United Staies and a New Jersey state open water but is not adjoined by wetlands. The
seéond, designated as Area 13B, is a forested wetland in the northwestern part of the site. Although the
wetland and the stream are contiguous north of Site 13, the ditch is adjoined by steep upland
embankments where it traverses the site. The landfill itself does not contain any wetlands.

Other Heguléted Sensitive Lands: The NJDEP also regulates impacts to a number of other
environmentally sensitive lands in addition to freshwater wetlands, such as coastal (tidal) wetlands and
100-year floodplains. The delineation revealed that Site 13 does not contain any coastal (tidal) wetlands
as defined under New Jersey’s older Wetlands Act of 1970 (N.J.S.A. 13;9A). Floodplains, as regulated
under the New Jersey Flood Hazard Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:16A) have not been delineated for Site 13.
Visual inspection of Site 13 suggests that the potential occurrence of 100-year floodplain is limited to
areas directly adjoining the ditch to the west of the landfill (Area 13A). The ditch is bounded on both sides
by steep embankments that are 5 to 7 feet higher in elevation than the stream; the 100-year floodplain
undoubtedly lies within the-embankments. The wetland forming Area 13B is part of a broad flat of poorly
drained soils where the headwaters of several small strearns originate and is thus not iikely itself within

the 100-year floodplain of any stream.

Because Site 13 is located well to the west of the coastal shorelines of Monmouth County, it does not
likely contain any areas regulated under the New Jersey Waterfront Development Act (N.J.S.A. 12:5-3} or
the New Jersey Tidelands Act (N.J.S.A.12:3). Site 13 lies outside of the coastal area regulated under the
New Jersey Coastal Area Facility Review Act (CAFRA; N.J.S.A. 13:19). »

Potential Permit Requirements: The remedy will be conducted in the context of CERCLA, and therefore
environmental permits and formal approvals are not required. However, CERCLA actions must comply
with the substantive reguirements of federal state applicable, relevant, and appropriate requirements
(ARARSs), which include federal and state wetland protection regulations such as Section 404 of the CWA
and the New Jersey Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act. The first step in meeting the substantive
requirements of the wetland ARARs is to request that the NJDEP, the agency responsible for ventying
-wetland delineations in New Jersey, issue a letter of interpretation (LO)) authenticating the wetland
delineation of Site 13. The remedial design must then minimize physical disturbance within the wetlands

and other surface water features identified in the LOI.
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It is noted that the New Jersey Freshwater Wetlands. Protection Act addresses actions within uptand
bufiers, termed ,trénsition aréas, that adjoin freshwater wetlands. The width of the transition area is
50 feet tor most wetlands, although the NJDEP could designate a transition area as narrow as O feet or -
as wide as 150 feet, depending on the reSodrce value (functional value) of the wetland. The NJDEP
officially deéigﬁaies the transition area width for each wetland when issuing an LO} veritying a wetland
"delineation. CERCLA actions in New Jérsey are typically designed to minimize encroachmem‘imo the

transition area, but formal transition area waivers are not required. s

060307/P (Watland) 4-2 v CTO 0851



: REVISION 1
- SEPTEMBER 2003

' REFERENCES

Adamus, P. R, L. T. Stockwell, E. J. Clairain, Jr., M. E. Morrow, L. P.. Rozas and R. D. Smith, 1991.
- Wetland Evaluation Technique (WET); Volume L. Literature Review and Evaluation Rationale, Technical
Report WRP-DE-2, US Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station, Vicksburg, _Mississippi.

Cowardin, L. M., V. Caner, F. C. Golet, and E. T. LaRoe, 1979. Classification of Wetlands and
Deepwater Habitats»bf the United States, FWS/OBS-79/31, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office of
Biological Services, Washington, DC. :

DeSanto, R.'S. and T. A. Flieger, 1995. Wetland Functions and Values: Descriptive Approach to
Visualizing and Assessing Wetland Systems, Transportation Research Record 1475, Transportation
Research Board, National Research Council, Washington, DC.

Environmental Laboratory, 1987.  Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, Technical Report
Y-87-1, U.S. Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station, Vicksburg, Mississippi. -

FICWD (Federal interagency Committee for Wetland Delineation), 1989. Federal Manual for-Identifying
and Delineating Jurisdictional Wetlands. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; and USDA Soil Conservation Service. Cooperative technical

publication,

NCDC {National Climatic Data Center), 2003. Climate at a Glance — Annual Precipitation, New Jersey.
hitp://climvis.ncdc.noaa.gov. '

NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service), 1998. Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the United
States, Version 4.0, March 1998. ‘

Reed, P. B., Jr., 1988. National List of Plant Species that Occur in Wetlands: National Summary, U.S.
Fish and Wildiife Service Biol. Rep. 88(24), U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish & Wildlife Service,
Washington, DC.

SCS (U.S. Soil Conservation Service), 1989. Soil Survey of Monmouth County, New Jersey, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, in cooperation with New Jersey Agricuitural
Experiment Station, Cook College, Rutgers — the State University and the New Jersey Department of
Agriculture, State Soil Conservation Committee.

©0B0307/P (Wetiand) R-1 ~ . cTooest



, REVISION 1

SEPTEMBER 2003

SCS (U.S. Soil Cohsenfarion_sfervice); 1990. List ofhydric soils for Monmouth County, New Jersey,

~February 1990 amendment {provided to Tetra Tech NUS by the Natural Resources Conservation Service,
Freehold, New Jersey in April 2003) ' ‘

TINUS (Tetra Tech NUS, ~lné.), 2003. Letter Work Plan, Pre-Design investigation fdr Site 13, Defense
Property Disposal Office Yard, Naval Weapons Station Earle, Colts Neck, New Jersey. April,

U.S. Navy, 1996. Remedial Investigétion_ Report for Naval Weapons Station Earle, Colts Neck, New

Jersey. Prepared by Brown_& Root Environmental for Northern Division, Naval Facilities Engineering

Command, Lester, Pennsyiva'nia{ July.

060307/P (Wetland) R-2 : : o " CTO 0851



APPENDIX A

WETLAND DELINEATION DATA SHEETS



DATA PoinT 38-"1-1

DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'
Field Investigator(s),__1_ PENTON Dov’d PLIS, CEP Date: _PPR1L . 2003
Project/Site: NS EPRLE, R _SITE 13 State: _ N} County: _ MONHOUVTH
Applicant/Owner: VS NANY Plant Community #/Name: &

Note: If a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

................................................................................................

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes _X_ No _____ (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significantly distributed?
Yes No _X (if yes, explain on back)
VEGETATION
Indicator Indicator
Dominant Plant Species {Cover Class) Status Stratum  Other Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum

1._NYS6A syavemicp (3) - X C 11,_PCER RVRPUM D) FeC  _SA
2 FCER QU LU () FAC C  12.59rPL0CRRAS FoeTis (1) _ORL. _H
3 Ny SYINATWE (1) FAC  _SA 13 KALMIA (PMYeLip ) FAce H
4 NDCrwivH copmgest (1) Fadl- _<SH 14
5 KRLMB LDTIToR (VD) FACY _SH s

6. CPREY SP. NBR H 16.
7..5PnPAeMNH ST N | BR__ 17
8. 18,
9. 19.
10. 20.

Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/or FAC 3C

Is the hydrophytic vegetation criterion met? Yes No

Rationale: _> S0%- OF DOMINAMT PLANT SPECIES ARE ORI FACL, R FAC
(Fr SEC 3. (D] i

SOILS

Series/phase: _AT<ION SPOND Subgroup:® _RERI. HAPL BENODS
Is the soil on the hydric soils list?  Yes X No Undetermined
Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No _X Histic epipedon present? Yes _ No _X
Is the soil:  Mottled? Yes No _ X  Gleyed? Yes No _X
Matrix Color: .57 25/] (O" 2 _DEPTH) Mottle Colors: _YWONE (0-2 DPEPTH)
Other hydric soil indicators: K. SAM o S "€ Bre ' '
Is the hydric soil criterion met?  Yes _ X No
Rationale: _SpIL PLeFNE MATRHES B <ol MPPPING OMNIT OO COUNTY LIST OF
HYDRIC <pILS LFH SEC 3,277 1
(Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)

HYDROLOGY
Is the ground surface inundated?  Yes No X Surface water depth: _NONE
Is the soil saturated?  Yes No X
Depth to free-standing water in pit/soil probe hole: 1B_IMCHES

List other field evidence of surface inundation or soil saturation.

MORPRALDEICAL. PLANT ADRPTATIONS ( SHanw RTTS TEUAK, Bu*ﬂft:sswﬁ HorMog DG
Is the wetland hydrology criterion met? Yes X ,

Rationale: A ORPHDLDA VWAL PLONT F}DQP‘DGUD 015 [FM SEC 335 (10) ]

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE
Is the plant community a wetland?  Yes X No
Rationale for jurisdictional decision: Y 3

IR CRY OCCLE CONCORRENTLY

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Soil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2 Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy.”



SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATA POINT: [36-]-1

Map Unit Name Drainage Class:
(Series and Phase): ATSIDN SAND CoRLY DERINED
[Taxonomy (subgroup): Field Observations @ No .
AR wACLARVC DS Confirmed Mapped Type?
Profile Description:
Depth Horizon Matrix Color Mottle Colors Mottle Texture Concretions,
(inches) {Munsell Moist) (Munsaell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, efc,
(-0 B .57 A5/ NONE /A FINEL2D8VSIND
20 -2Y Ecor B _3_5_:/_575_/_3, NCNE N A EAE LOAWY SAND
29-20r _ B A NONE N/ FINE LoAHY SOND
Hydric Soil Indicators:
Histosol Corncretions
" Histic Epipedon " High Organic Content in Surface Layer in Sandy Soil
" Suliidic Odor " Organic Streaking in Sandy Soils
- Aquic Moisture Regime X Listed on Local Hydric Soils List
"~ Reducing Conditions Listed on National Hydric Soils List
: Gleyed or Low-Chroma Colors : Other (Explain in Remarks)

Remarks: |JYDRiC  SOIL [Fﬁ SEC 3;7—.(




DATR  PoINT  13%- (- &

DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'
Field Investigator(s).___] . I YTDA) DoV Puws CEP Date: _RPRIL X9 2003
Project/Site: NS EHRLE IR SITE |12 State: Y County: _MONMOUTH
Applicant/Owner: S NAVY Plant Community #/Name: _RED MPILE FoREST

Note: If a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes __x_ No (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significantly distributed?
Yes No X (if yes, explain on back)
VEGETATION
Indicator Indicator
Dominant Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum_ Other Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum

ACER RUBRUH (3) EK C 11_Pinvs STRORVS (1) FAcv _C

T
2 NYSSA SYLNPTYD (3) BAC  _ C 12._\IBcivmur oRYpBeSer (T) FRGLS-  _SH
3_PCER RVBRLUM (1) _BAC B s,
4 DYSEP SYLNOMICR (1) EAC  _SP 14,
5 kPIMB LPANTFoLR () FRc _SH - 1s.
6._CHREY <Y N PR H 16.
7. 5PHAGNVM SY, N BR 17
8. 18.
9. 19.
10. 20.

Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/or FAC
Is the hydrophytic vegetation criterion met? Yes

Rationale: > S 0% CF_DOHINANT. SPFCIES ARE OBRL hqm e e [rr<ec 36 ()]

SOILS
Series/iphase: _DTSICAN) SPOMND Subgroup® _PNERYX. HEPLAGNOPS
Is the soil on the hydric soils list?  Yes _X No Undetermined
Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No _X Histic epipedon present? Yes No _X
Is the soil:  Mottled? Yes No _ X Gleyed? Yes No _X

Matrix Color:  _2.6Y 25/ (C-20"DEPRD Mottle Colors: __INOME (O~ 20" TDEPTH)
Other hydric soil indicators: _NDONE
Is the hydric soil criterion met?  Yes X

Rationale: _ON TRPAASTTIDN FRDH H‘[DR\(, T NON- BYDRIC SeatS,

(Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)
HYDROLOGY

Is the ground surface inundated?  Yes No X Surface water depth: _NONE
Is the soil saturated?  Yes No _ X
Depth to tree-standing water in pit/soil probe hole: ,;2 O _INCHES
List other field evidence of surface inundation or soil saturation.

\XPER EDEE CF MORPHOLDGIcR L  PLANT PADAPTATIONS

Is the wetland hydrology criterion met? Yes X No

Rationale:_ UPPER EDHGE A BOPACEATT WEIZAAD H‘/D‘ﬁUler\/

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE

Is the plant community a wetland? Yes & No

Rationale for jurisdictional decision:__{ }P P! F 1 = L
DCCOR  CONCURRENTLY

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Soil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2 Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy.”



' SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATA POINT: |3B-T7-2

Map Unit Name Drainage Class:
(Series and Phase): BTSN SAIND 080 % AL

axonomy (subgroup): Field Observations @ No

AERIC BPLLADUODS Confirmed Mapped Type?

Profile Description: :
Depth Horizon Matrix Color Mottle Colors Mottle Texture Concretions,
(inches) (Munsel!l Moist) (Munsell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, etc,

DL B AiuTiL NoneE NP EINE ['0AHY SAND
R0-24+ oY 6/ . _NDNE N/B FIRE cTANY SPND

Hydric Soil Indicators:

Histosol

Histic Epipedon

Sulfidic Odor

Aquic Moisture Regime
Reducing Conditions

Gleyed or Low-Chroma Colors

AR

Concretions
- High Organic Content in Surface Layer in Sandy Soil
— Organic Streaking in Sandy Soils

Listed on Local Hydric Soils List

Listed on National Hydric Soils List
: Other (Explain in Remarks)

Remarks: NDRIC SCit LFHSEC 2 271
ON TRAKSITION FROM PYDRAC TO NON- HIDRIC SOiL-




DRITH YUIND 515~ (75

DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'

Field Investigator(s). T e o PWs L CEP Date“ AfRIL 2T, Doo3

Project/Site: _NWS EPRLE, [R SITE [2  State: AN County: HONMDVTH
ApplicanOwner:  _\ Y5 WAV Y Plant Community #/Name: RED HPPLE FDEEST

Note: If a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes _ X No (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significanily distributed?
Yes No _X (if yes, explain on back)
VEGETATION
Indicator Indicator
Pominant Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum_ Qther Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum

1 NYssh SYLPTEe (3)  _ERC C_ 11._ACER RVRRW (1) P _C
2. P10 STRoBLS  (2)  FAY C_ 12.pn0s ReiDA (1) EAacvy _C

3 PCERL  ROBLVM ) P SH 13 CARMRECYOS TWoES (1) CRL. C
4YS5R  SYUvPTICE (V) B 3B 14,

5 NPCLLWHIUM CORMBOGuH (1) FRCL - S 15,

6.xpitd oMLy (1) FAW _SH  1s

7. SPRPERM SP N | BR 17
8. 18,
9. 19,
10. 20.

Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/or FAC (nr_]

Is the hydrophytic vegetation criterion met? Yes & o
Rationale: _> SC9% ¢F DemnwIONT PLANT <PECES APE DB, Fﬁa 02 FBC[Fr e 3 6(2)]

SOILS
Series/phase: : - VPPE Subgroup? PERIC HAPLA GUOTDS
Is the soil on the hydric soils list?  Yes X No Undetermined _\>PPER E0HE
Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No X Histic epipedon present? Yes No _ ¥
Is the soil:  Mottled? Yes X Gleyed? Yes No _X

Matrix Color. _2.6 ¥ S)3-& (IZQ'-I" peerH) Mottle Colors: _NONE (12 -24" DEETH )
Other hydric soil indicators: __NDNTE

Is the hydric soil criterion met?  Yes No _X

Rationale: _phy TRANGTTION FROM BYDEW. Tb MNON-BPYDEI Soil

(Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)
HYDROLOGY
Is the ground surface inundated? Yes No X Surface water depth: NoE
Is the soil saturated?  Yes No
Depth to free-standing water in pit/soil probe hole: R0 (N CHES
List other field evidence of surface inundation or soil saturation.
NONE
Is the wetland hydrology criterion met? - Yes X
Rj_t\lonal?&ojgg VPEROOVENT OF UPPQZ EDLE OF APPALENT WETZHY
NDRIOL

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE

Is the plant community a wetland? Yes No X
Rationale for jurisdictional decision;_~) US] (2D Z A\ o VMER Vet © mﬁi-l_ 1~
PN YT ol O DA ARADLVD [PONASTIDN FROM  WETZ Py LB '

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Soil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2 Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy.”



SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATA POINT: |3B-7-3

Map Unit Name Drainage Class:
(Series and Phase): ATS o0 SRND PRty DRAINED
[Taxonomy (subgroup): Field Observations Yes
PERYC HAPLB VDS Confirmed Mapped Type? TEANSTMONAL
Profile Description:
Depth Horizon Matrix Color Mottie Colors Mottle Texture Concretions,
(inches) {Munsell Moist) {Munsell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, etc,
[D-12 A 25Y A.5/1 NONE. NA EINE L DAMY SAND
B-2H  Eo®  29Y53-3 NONE N/A ENE_LDAHY SPRD
24-20 3 5Y &/ N ONE N/A EINE 20RHY SPRY

Hydric Soil Indicators:

Histosol Concretions
" Histic Epipedon " High Organic Content in Surface Layer in Sandy Soil
" Sulfidic Odor " Organic Streaking in Sandy Soils
" Aquic Moisture Regime " Listed on Local Hydric Soils List
T Reducing Conditions " Listed on National Hydric Soils List
— Gleyed or Low-Chroma Colors " Other (Explain in Remarks)

Remarks: ON) TR ANSITION FROM HYDEWC TO NON-HYDRIWC SOiL,




DATA POINT  3B-77-4

DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'

Field Investigator(s): 1 PEYTEM Douk | PusS (EP Date: _AFRIL A7, 103

Project/Site: _NWS EPRLE . [R SYTE |3 State: NI Count)f) HONHMPUTH:
Applicant/Owner: _US NBNY Plant Community #Name: RKED HAfLE FDREST'
Note: If a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes _X No (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significantly distributed?
Yes No _ X (if yes, explain on back)
VEGETATION
Indicator Indicator

Dominant Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum  Other Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum
1_Pivos S’ﬁo% S (3) ERcw < 11 _PCER RUBRUM Q) AL _C
2 N Eoc € 12 CHPMAECYPARL TPYOIESCD) £BL. _C.
3_Prons l\lév\DPr 2 Ay < 13

4 NNSSA sivPic (V) _FAC SB__ 14,
5_ACEL ROUBRUM (i) _FAC SA  1s.
6. NP CoEYHBCSUM (1) PGS~ _SH - 16

7. 17.

8. 18.

9. 19,

10. 20.

Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/or FAC /AR

Is the hydrophytic vegetation criterion met? Yes é No

Rationale: > 50 OF DomiwBpIT PLPnT SPECIES ARE (B FACY, o e ipl LEFHSEC 36 (2)7T

SOILS
Series/phase: BTGID - 1= Subgroup? _PYELIC HAPNLBOUDYDS
Is the soil on the hydric soils list? Yes _X No Undetermined _DAPEC €V
Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No _X Histic epipedon present? Yes No _X

Is the soil:  Mottled? Yes No _X Gleyed? Yes No _X

Matrix Color: _J5YR 3/]  (|-4"DEeTH) Mottle Colors: _NUNE (-4 " DEPTW)
Other hydric soil indicators: _ NONE.

Is the hydric soil criterion met?  Yes K

Rationale: _OK) TROMSTIIDN r’ﬂ'DH RYDRAC D owy- WPy Soit

(Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)
HYDROLOGY

Is the ground surface inundated? Yes No X Surface water depth: _ DN
Is the soil saturated?  Yes No
Depth to free-standing water in pit/soil probe hole: __ 20 |NICWES
List other field evidence of surface inundation or soil saturation.

NONE
Is the wetland hydrology criterion met? Yes No _XK
Rationale:_ DWPALDDIENT (CF OYPER EPSE OF AFPREENT WERREWD PVRTLASY

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE
Is the plant community a wetland?  Yes No
Rationale for jurisdictional decision:_7y\l v [ WETL P

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Soil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2 Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy.”



SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATA POINT: 36-7-4

Map Unit Name Drainage Class:
(Series and Phase): ATSiI00 SAND y A
[Taxonomy (subgroup): Field Observations Yes [e); .
RERY HAPLARVODS Confirmed Mapped Type? 1o 6 7) DAIPL
Profile Description:
Depth Horizon Matrix Coior Mottie Colors Mottle Texture Concretions,
(inches) (Munsell Moist) {(Munsell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, efc,
0O-] NONE N /A EINE LDOMY SAND
-4 = ;z‘g.sv 37U‘5 3 NONE. N/R EINE LoARY SPAD
Y- C Q? 25Y 3/} NDNE NG FEINE LOPMY SAND
-4+ Eo®?Z 5Y /2 NCNE N M LoOMY SPAD
Hydric Soil Indicators:
Histosol Concretions
T Histic Epipedon " High Organic Content in Surface Layer in Sandy Soil
T Sulfidic Odor " Organic Streaking in Sandy Soils
T Aquic Moisture Regime " Listed on Local Hydric Solls List
" Reducing Conditions " Listed on National Hydric Soils List
- Gleyed or Low-Chroma Colors = Other {Explain in Remarks)

Remarks: (A TRANSITION FROM HYDRAWC TO NoN-RYDRWC SotL




DATA POINT 1238-7-5

DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'
Field Investigator(s)__~) . PEYTDPO Teel, A0S, CEY Date: LI 7. 2003
Project/Site: [ State: NI County: HOMMDU h
Applican/Owner:  _\)S NH NY Plant Community #/Name:

Note: if a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes & No (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significantly distributed?
Yes No & (if yes, explain on back)
VEGETATION
Indicator Indicator

Dominant Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum  Other Plant Species (Cover Class Status Stratum
1_PINUS STROBUS (%) FAcu _ C  11._{LEX OPACPT (T) Fpcy
2._QipvS R DFY (2)  Fpew < 12

3N SSR SYINARTUES () PR C 13.
PCER RUBRVHM () P C 1
5NNEE SYNPTICD (V) FAC <SP 15,
6. Qca CuBRVM Q) FAC 5P 1.
7.

A

Wi (O widi) A= _SH 17
8. SPPrﬂ(-p\-H SP Y BR 18
9. 19.
10. 20.
Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/or FAC 1

Is the hydrophytic vegetation criterion met? VYes X No
Rationale: _> S C8¢ COF DEMuwpNT PLANT SPECIES BPE LB FAC), Ack) o Eoc [FH se¢ 2 é-/c))]

SOILS
Series/phase: _PTSION SPND— UPPEC ECERE Subgroup? PAELY. PAPLACY DS
Is the soil on the hydric soils list?  Yes X No Undetermined _\) 2 ED
Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No X Histic epipedon present? Yes No _X
is the soil:  Mottled? Ye Gleyed? Yes Noe _ X

Matrix Color.  _22.5Y 3/1 (qD%)(.O JC"DEP‘H Mottle Colors: _ 0.5 Y (/3 ( 20 )10 DEPDY
Other hydric soil indicators: NONE

Is the hydric soil criterion met?  Yes No _ X

Rationale: _ON TRAMSITIDAY TROM HYDEIW. TD Nov-WIDEW Soll

{Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)
HYDROLOGY
Is the ground surface inundated?  Yes No X__ Surface water depth: __ NOMNE.
Is the soil saturated? Yes No
Depth to free-standing water in pit/soil probe hoie: S NGYMES
List other field evidence of surface inundation or soil saturation.

NONE
Is the wetland hydrology criterion met? Yes No X

Rationale:_DPERADIENT F LUPTEL EDAE OF PPACENT WETZAMND RYDLWEY

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE

Is the plant community a wetland? Yes No &
Rationale for jurisdictional decision:_{") QL 7
P BIND,

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Soil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2  Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy.”



SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATAPOINT: [2-T7-&

[[Map Unit Name Drainage Class:

(Series and Phase): BT<i00 SAMND v A

Taxonomy (subgroup): Field Observations Yes

BERW AP R RVODS Confirmed Mapped Type? —p A A X 100 R L

fiProfile Description: :

Depth Horizon Matrix Color Mottle Colors Mottle Texture Concretions,

(inches) (Munsell Moist) (Munsell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, etc,

S-1C A %5, 2.9Y 31 (50%) 2596[3 (5%%) FPollcHRDHPMC  FAE (LAMY SAND

lo- 24 _A/E A.5Y 3/1 - _Node NIA EINE LOANY SPRD

fld4-30 & 2.9Y I NONE NIA FIME LoANY SPARD

Hydric Soil Indicators:

Histosol Concretions
T Histic Epipedon " High Organic Gontent in Suriace Layer in Sandy Soil
~ sulfidic Odor " Organic Streaking in Sandy Soils
" Aquic Moisture Regime " Listed on Local Hydric Soils List
_ Reducing Conditions " Listed on National Hydric Soils List
- Gleyed or Low-Chroma Colors T Other {Explain in Remarks)

Remarks: () ) TR DAYSIT) ONJ ot HYDRWw T2 NON - BYDELWC Soil.




DATH FOINT 138-7-6

DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'
Field Investigator(s): T PEYTDN DoVB, WS, (EP Date: ]
Project/Site: NIAtS t;PrEL E IR SITE 12 State: _ N County: HONHOUT Hy
Applicant/Owner: 5 DAV Plant Community #/Name: i

Note: It a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes _L No (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significantly distributed?
Yes No & (if yes, explain on back)
VEGETATION
indicator ' Indicator
Dominant Plant Species (Cover Class) Status  Stratum  Other Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum

1._PANUS  STROBVS  (2)  Eacuw _ C 1.
2. 0S RYGDR (2) BPeun _ < 12
3_NYSLP sYiveTIch () B < s
4 PCER RVBRWH  (R) _FiC C 14
5 NYSSHE Sy veme® (1) FRC SP 1k,
6. NPCCINICH CORYHROSUM (1) FRGW- _SH 16,

7. 17.
8. 18.
9. 19.
10. 20.

Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/or FAC e
Is the hydrophyuc vegetatlon criterion met? Yes X No
Rationale: / SY (i

SOILS

Series/iphase:  PITSION) SEND- LDPPEL. COFE Subgroup? _PERIC HAPLBOVODS
is the soil on the hydric soils list?  Yes ¥ _ No __ Undetermined _OPPEL €O

Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No _ X Histic epipedon present? Yes No X

Is the soil:  Mottled? Yes X Gleyed? Yes No _X .

Matrix Color: _2.5Y 3[1 (5C% /0 10" Tkﬂ») Mottle Colors: _; 213 (R -1p"
Other hydric soil indicators: _MYONE

Is the hydric soil criterion met?  Yes No _X

Rationale: _D) TLREOMNSITON FEOM HYPRIC. T NoN-HYDEIC SOl

(Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)
HYDROLOGY

Is the ground surface inundated? Yes No X Surface water depth: NONE
Is the soil saturated?  Yes No
Depth to free-standing water in pit/soii probe hole: 212 INCYHES
List other field evidence of surface inundation or soil saturation.

NONE
Is the wetland hydrology criterion met? Yes X

Rationale: _\ WAL ADIENT OFE VPPER EDPE F _PPPAEENT IWETLAND BYDPUL UEY

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE
Is the plant community a wetland? Yes No
Rationale for jurisdictional decision: : i

LAY

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Soil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2 Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy.”




SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATAPOINT: |3 - ’7—»(':

‘JMap Unit Name Drainage Class:
(Series and Phase): PTSIoN SAND Emg:al ;!QQWED
axonomy (subgroup): Field Observations Yes
BHERC HAPCHAVODS  Codfmed Mapped Te? TppjorTioipl
|[{Profile Description:
Depth Horizon Matrix Color Mottie Colors Mottle Texture Concretions,
(inches) (Munsell Moist) {(Munsaell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, etc,
O-10 AJE 254 YI(D%) A5Y L[3(GU%) PolicHECHBMC — FIME LDAMY SN0
ip-24 B IE ﬁ.ﬂ_l_u__ NIWE N/ B HIAE L oRtY SAND
24-20 B A5Y L[ NOWNE. NG EINE Lopit sPND

Hydric Soil Indicators:

Histosol Concretions
T Histic Epipedon T High Organic Content in Surface Layer in Sandy Soil
T Sulfidic Odor " Organic Streaking in Sandy Soils
" Aquic Moisture Regime " Listed on Local Hydric Soils List
"~ Reducing Conditions —__ Listed on National Hydric Soils List

Gleyed or Low-Chroma Colors Cther (Explain in Remarks)

Remarks: MG TROAISITION FROM RYDR\WC T Non-BYDRC SoiL.




DA POINT 138~ /77

DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'

Field Investigator(s)_-\ . PEYION DDUR AWS, Cep Date: ﬁfﬁ%%_&a&
Project/Site: _ MW S ERR] W SITE (S State: AT County: _MONHD
Applicant/Owner:  _\)S  NAVY Plant Community #/Name: _RED MAFLE FOREST

Note: It a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes _ X No : (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significantly distributed?
Yes No & (if yes, explain on back)
VEGETATION
Indicator Indicator

Dominant Plant Species (Cover Clas Status Stratum Other Plant Species (Cover Class Status Stratum
1_PINUS STROBCS (M) Bacy _C _PINVS RICIDA %;25 ey

C
2. N1SSA SYNATIcd (). _FAC Sh 12 ANSSH  SYIVPMICA (X)) _FAC -
3. \BcarmuM ofmBosu () - _SH 13 _ACER BuBiPutd ) FAC <

4. CHPMPEPRE TRYCIDES (1) _(BL SH_ 14,

5. 15.
6. 16.
7. 17.
8. 18.
9. 19.
10, 20.
Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/or FAC 75

Is the hydrophytic vegetation criterion met? Yes X No )
Rationale: 5000 CF _DrtiomIT PLANT SPECIES APE OBl BT o0 B¢ LFr sEc 34(2)]

SOILS
Series/phase: AT SION) SANID Subgroup? _AEL\¢ HAPEBRVODS
is the soil on the hydric soils list?  Yes _ X No Undetermined _UPIELEOE.
Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No X Histic epipedon present? Yes No _X
Is the soil:  Mottled? Yes X Gleyed? Yes No _X
Matrix Color: _ 2.5 Y 7/6 s )G DECTH ) Mottle Colors: _NONE  (1-1D" TEPTH)
Other hydric soil indicators: _ NONE
Is the hydric soil criterion met?  Yes No _ X

Rationale: _DISTINCT AERCRC.  Soll. HRLIZON BT SORFACE

(Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)
HYDROLOGY
Is the ground surface inundated? Yes No X_ Surface water depth: NONE
Is the soil saturated?  Yes No
Depth to free-standing water in pit/soil probe hole: 18 _[NCHES
List other field evidence of surface inundation or soil saturation.
NONE

Is the wetland hydrology criterion met? Yes X

Rationale:_SORTA(CE Sl RPEARS m DISPLAY 400D DEBINBAE

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE
Is the plant community a wetland?  Yes No

X
Rationale for jurisdictional decision_ HYDRIC  Soil.  AND  (WJEZAND HKYpLol 067 FWEFECS
PEE AEBPLY NOT YEL

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Soil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2 (Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy."




SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATA POINT: |2B~ /-]

Map Unit Name Drainage Class:
(Series and Phase): ONT<io0N SBOD FOOR LY DRP D,
[Taxonomy (subgroup): ’ ) Field Observations Yes No) _
RELIC BAPLPOLEDS Confimed Mapped Type? —pn IS TION AL
Profile Description:
liDepth Horizon Matrix Color Mottie Colors Mottle Texture Concretions,
(inches) {Munsell Moist) (Munsell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, etc,
] g 29Y 3] NONE Y EINE LoAMY SOND
(-1 22 SN Tl NDNE. NP EINE LOAMY SPND
[h-20+ < £y 3N NONE NIA EINE LoAHY SPvD

Hydric Soil indicators:
Histosol
T Histic Epipedon
T Sulfidic Odor
T Aquic Moisture Regime
- Reducing Conditions
o Gleyed or Low-Chroma Colors

Concretions

High Organic Content in Surface Layer in Sandy Soil
Organic Streaking in Sandy Soils

Listed on Local Hydric Soils List

Listed on National Hydric Soils List

Other (Explain in Remarks)

Remarks: D\STIA(T Q'ERUB'C

SolL HpR\2on AT SURFHCE.




DATA PCINT 3B - |0~

DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'
Field Investigator(s)_] _CENTDN 1D A2 PSS CEP Date: _PPEIL 30,2003
Project/Site: _NwS FACIE (R SI\TE 13 State: __ AYY County: HDN\‘\O\)& ai
Applicant/Owner.  _\YS NAVY Plant Community #/Name:

Note: 1f a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes X No (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significantly distributed?
Yes No _X (if yes, expiain on back)
VEGETATION

Indicator Indicator
Dominant Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum_  Other Plant Species (Cover Ciass) Status Stratum
1_ACER BvBRuH  (H)  _EAC C__ 11.(RPMAECIFRRIS THYIMDES () ORL  _C
2 _WYSSA sIvATICA (3). EAC C__ 12.5PnpéneH P (T) ML PR
3. _ACER Rveper (1) FBC _ShA s
4 N PCINIVM CEIMBOUH(2) Fdd- _ SH - 14,
5._ 15.
6. 16.
7. 17.
8 18.
9. 19.
10. 20.
Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/lor FAC __] (0 C

Is the hydrophytic vegetation criterion met? Yes

_,%_ No _ ‘
Rationale: > 590 OF DoMivhwT PLANT SPECGES ARE ORL FQCLC/ oA [Fr e 3 ()]

SOILS
Series/phase: _[ATSICN SBNYD Subgroup® _AECI HAPLAGNCODS
Is the soil on the hydric soils list? Yes _X No Undetermined )
Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No X Histic epipedon present? Yes No _ ¥

Is the soil: ~ Mottled? Yes X__ Gleyed? VYes No _X )

Matrix Color: _2.5Y &3 of (0/9\ (12-15"DEPTR) Mottle Colors: _NCWE (12157 DEPTH)

Other hydric soil indicators: SLACK SANDS MR, SURFACE (D-12"DEFTH) HPY BE DREARIC HFTTEL faciM,
Is the hydric soil criterion met?  Yes K No

Rationale: _S1L PRCFILE HMATHES A Soir MPPRIvE OOIT o) (OUNTY LIST OF
RYIDPNW S S [FHM SEC 2 A7)

(Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)

HYDROLOGY
Is the ground surface inundated?  Yes No A__ Surface water depth: _ NONE
Is the soil saturated?  Yes No
Depth to free-standing water in pit/soil probe hole: __|5 [N¢(PES
List other field evidence of surface inundation or son saturatnon

an s\;c ’%%s (ieYl, thoP.nmL\; D}_ ,;LDDA (,DuuD Hﬂgm LQ(L oF suzrgcz- STV,

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE
Is the plant community a wetland?  Yes & No
Rationale for jurisdictional decision;_ Y DROPHYTC \/E{;ﬁmT)D& HYDEV  SolLs, B [JETZAND
HYOCOLDEY occvR COoMCLREENTLY

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Soil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2  Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy.”



SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATA POINT: {23 - [0—]

Map Unit Name ‘Drainage Class:
}‘(rSen‘es and Phase): " BATsion)y SAND DR LY DePILED
axonomy (subgroup): . Field Observations @ No
PERNC HAPLALVODS __ Confimed Mapped Type?
{[Profile Description: )
Depth Horizon Matrix Color Mottle Colors Mottle Texture Concretions,
(inches) (Munsell Moist) (Munsell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, etc,
/= B 2.5 4d/i NONE N/B AE LTAM )
- FocB A.SY £[3-R NONE N/ P NE ()
154 =) 5N L]d NONE. N/B EIVE LopPM SHAD

Hydric Soil Indicators:

Histosol Concretions
T Histic Epipedon _- High Organic Content in Surface Layer in Sandy Soil
" sulfidic Odor " Organic Streaking in Sandy Soils
" Aquic Moisture Regime "X Listed on Local Hydric Sois List
- Reducing Conditions Listed on National Hydric Soils List
: Gleyed or Low-Chroma Colors T Other (Explain in Remarks)

Remars: HYDR\C SDIC [FH SEC 3.27 ]




DATA POINT 13R-10-X

DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'

Field Investigator(s): J. Pem Dovis, Pk)g CEP Date:  AFEIL 30,003
ProjectSite: NwS EARLE IR SITE (3 State: N3 County: _HONHDUTH
ApplicanyOwner:  _US KNANY Plant Community #/Name: RED HRAE FCREST
Note: If a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes X No (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significantly distributed?
Yes No _ X {if yes, explain on back)
VEGETATION

Indicator Indicator
Dominant Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum  Other Plant Species {(Cover Class Status Stratum
1._ACER QUM (4) FEpC C __ 11.(PRAHAECIPARIS THIDIES oBL  _C
2 NYSA <yevaTich (3) ERC C _ 12.8ETelp CoPuLIFoL® (1) “AC  _Sh
3. AcER RvbruM (2) _FAC i 1a.
A DNSSH SYINATICA () _EPC SA 14
5. 15.
6. 16.
7. 17.
8. 18.
9. - 19,
10. 20.

Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/or FAC 100

Is the hydrophytic vegetahon criterion met? Yes X
Rationale: _» §09c OF DOHWONT PLANT SPECIES ARE DBL Eac. ol Eac [P se¢ 34(2)]

SOILS
Series/phase: 1O - EE o Subgroup:? _PER\ BAPLPRC 005
Is the soil on the hydric soils list?  Yes No Undetermined \/PPER EQﬁé
Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No X Histic epipedon present? Yes
Is the soil:  Mottled?  Yes Gleyed? Yes i
Matrix Color: _5Y 2/1 (%) (O- ‘{"DEV'H) Mottle Colors: g‘/ S—_I? (305 ) (O-U" DEPTH)

Other hydric soil indicators: _NONE

Is the hydric soil critetion met? Yes _ X  No
Rationale:
ON TEANSITION TD  NON- HYDRAVW  SOIL
(Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)

HYDROLOGY
Is the ground surface inundated? Yes No X__ Surface water depth: _NCNE
is the soil saturated?  Yes No X
~ Depth to free-standing water in pit/soil probe hole: _ |5 [NCAES
List other field evidence of surface inundation or soil saturation.
VEPER EDLE OF NMORPDLOSW DL PLHJI“ PPRLPTENONS
Is the wetiand hydrology criterion met? Yes

X
Rationale:_UPPER EVAE OF PBPP QY—EUT— WETZBND HYDRoL oY

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE
Is the plant community a wetland? Yes

Rationale for jurisdictional decision:_\)PPERE EDé:rE D}- “WHERE PLL 2 PhrHHETEES AfYERR TD
DCCOR QIMLITBINEOVSLY

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Scil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2 Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy.”



SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATA POINT: |22 -\D- 2

Gleyed or Low-Chroma Colors Other (Explain in Remarks)

Map Unit Name Drainage Class:
(Series and Phase): BIsionN) SAND [%e AED
[Taxonomy (subgroup): Field Observations k
AEL\¢ HefLBOVo DS Confirmed Mapped Type? TRAOAET OP L
|Profile Description:
Depth Horizon Matrix Color Mottle Colors Mottie Texture Concretions,
(inches) {Munsell Moist) (Munsell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, etc,
O-H _BALL 5Y 31 smz ) 51503 (20%) E?L%Laﬁ_cﬁ_&ﬂg FEINE LoBHY SOND
- : SY J.5/1 JONE. N/A EING LOAMN SAND
R-  _ YA A/ INDSTINCT (S5%) EIAE LoPey SOND
Hydric Soil indicators:
Histosol Concretions

" Histic Epipedon — High Organic Content in Surface Layer in Sandy Soil

7 sulfidic Odor — Organic Streaking in Sandy Soils

- Aquic Moisture Regime 7 Listed on Local Hydric Soils List

—__ Reducing Conditions ___ Listed on National Hydric Soils List

Remarks:

ON TRAMNGITION FRuM HYDRW T NON-HY DR SOl




DAY PoINT 138 -D-3

DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'

Field Investigator(s)._ . PCYTON Doc, (A0S, CED Date: APRIL 3D, 2003
ProjectSite: NWw< EOQFLE, [R SITE |2 State: NT- County: _ MDMNMOUTH
Applicant/Owner: _US NANY Plant Community #/Name: _KED MHPPLE FOREST

Note: |If a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes X No (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significantly distributed?
Yes No _ X (if yes, explain on back)
VEGETATION
Indicator Indicator

Dominant Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum_ Other Plant Species (CoverClass) _ _ Status Stratum
1._A(ER RuBRvtd (4) PP c 1. BETLep PofebirouB ) pAC  _SH
2 MNSASUNATICR (D FAC C 12094550 syvPmaed (1) FRC _SH
3. ACER QuBRLM () FAC SB 13 NYSSA sylvATIcA  (T) _FPC  _SH
4. SORREMM <P (1) N BR. 14
. 15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
0. 20.
Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/or FAC 1O
Is the hydrophytic vegetation criterion met? Yes

X No
Rationale: 7509 OF DOMPENT PLBNT SPEGES ARE oL EACW, DR FRC [Fr e 3.6{3))

SO ®NO W

v SOILS
Series/phase: _PT 3 D= o Subgroup? _RERIWC HAPCHOVDTS
Is the soil on the hydric soils list? Yes _ X No Undetermined VLICER EOGE
Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No _ % Histic epipedon present? Yes No _X

Is the soil:  Mottied? Yes No _¥ Gleyed? Yes No _X

Matrix Color: _5 3/t (70%) {£-3" DECTA) Mottle Colors: _5Y 573 [ 309%)(O-3"DEPTH)
Other hydric soil indicators: _ N ONE.

Is the hydric soil criterion met?  Yes No _X

Rationale: _DK TRANGITION FROM IDRIC TD NN - HYDEIC  SoIL

(Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)
HYDROLOGY
Is the ground surface inundated? Yes No X Surface water depth: NONE
Is the soil saturated?  Yes No '
Depth to free-standing water in pit/soil probe hole: | INCHES
List other fieid evidence of surface inundation or soil saturation.
NONE
Is the wetland hydrology criterion met? Yes No _ X

Rationale: 3 UST UPGRATIENT OF UPPER EDAE OF PPPBLENT WERAND HYDRLLCEY

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE
Is the plant community a wetiand?  Yes No

Rationale for jurisdictional decision:_J VST UPGEODIENT oF LPPER EDLE CF HYPRI\C SOILS Ard
PIPACENT WETLAWD HNDROLOEY

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Soil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2 Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy.”



SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATA POINT: {23~ )0-3

Map Unit Name Drainage Class:

(Series and Phase): PTSION) SARNYD AJ
Taxonomy (subgroup): Fieid Observations

ReEQIC HAPLARVODS Confimmed Mapped Type? -rpgugmdqm_

Profile Description:
IDepth Horizon Matrix Color Mottle Colors Mottle Texture Concretions,
inches) (Munsel! Mo«st (Munsell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, etc,

O-3 _BJL__ SY 5[3(3m) fouicHpoMamc B_EM

ONE. NIA
@_—_gﬁ @ "S‘I 91;1 Y L/ INDISTINGT (~1E9) E[MEV_‘L‘LM

Hydric Seil indicators:

Histosol Concretions
" Histic Epipedon " High Organic Content in Surface Layer in Sandy Soil
T sulfidic Odor " Organic Streaking in Sandy Soils
T Aquic Moisture Regime 7 Listed on Local Hydric Soils List
" Reducing Conditions “ Listed on National Hydric Soils List
- Gleyed or Low-Chroma Colors " Other (Explain in Remarks)

Remarks: ON TRPAUSITION FROM HYDRC T NON- AMDRWC Soll




DOTR PoINT  138-/0-4

. DATA FORM
ROUTINE ONSITE DETERMINATION METHOD'

Field investigator(s): 3. PEVTEN DDUB Ph)g (EY Date: _PRIL 30 2003
Project/Site: NS EPCLE, R SITE 13 State: __ N~ County: _ MONMOUVTH
Applicant/Owner: _LUS pyONY Plant Community #/Name: RED MPAPLE FoREST
Note: If a more detailed site description is necessary, use the back of data form or a field notebook.

Do normal environmental conditions exist at the plant community?

Yes _ X No ___ (if no, explain on back)
Has the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology been significanily distributed?
Yes No __ X (if yes, explain on back)
VEGETATION
Indicator ' indicator
Dominant Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum  Other Plant Species (Cover Class) Status Stratum

1._ACER RUBT UH (4) _EPC C  11_NY%A SYNATICR (1) FAC _C
2 NYS%h SUNPTICA (1) A SA 12 NBCUMIVH (oRyMBISVHM(T) FPrad- _SH

3. ACER. RLBLuM () FAC SA 13.5PHPAGLH <P a) N\ _BR
4, 14,

5. 15.

6. 16.

7. 17.

8. 18.

9. 19.

10. 20.

Percent of dominant species that are OBL, FACW, and/or FAC _ { fale;

Is the hydrophytic vegetatlon criterion met? Yes X No
Rationaie: 3 i C

SOILS
Series/phase: _TSION SHND— UPPEL EDLE Subgroup® _BELIC HPAPLARVLODS
Is the scil on the hydric soils list?  Yes _ X No Undetermined UP(ER ERXE
Is the soil a Histosol? Yes No _X Histic epipedon present? Yes No
Is the soil:  Mottled? No _¥X Gleyed? Yes No _ ¥
Matrix Color: BY Sﬁ'i (O-10" DECTH) Mottle Colors: = =10 PE

Other hydric soil indicators: _ NyOME
Is the hydric soil criterion met?  Yes

X
Rationale: _STINGT PEROBRIC SD!L HeoelZon AT <svpEaceE

(Soil Profile Presented on Back of Page)
HYDROLOGY
Is the ground surface inundated? Yes No é Surface water depth: __ NDMNE
Is the soil saturated? ~ Yes No -
Depth to free-standing water in pit/soil probe hole: > XY INCHES
List other field evidence of surface inundation or soil saturation.

NONE
Is the wetland hydrology criterion met? Yes No _ X
Rationale:_ S\ / E 1< \

JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION AND RATIONALE
Is the plant community a wetland? Yes No
Rationale for jurisdictional decision:__H N\ O .DLOG

hre CleEpoPlY NCT MeET

1 This data form can be used for the Hydric Soil Assessment Procedure and the Plant Community Assessment Procedure.
2 Classification according to “Soil Taxonomy.”



SOIL PROFILE DATA
DATA POINT: |23 -10-Y

uMap Unit Name Drainage Class:
(Series and Phase): DTSIDANY SONTD COINE
Taxonomy (subgroup): o Field Obsarvations Yes
PER\C HAPLANVODS Confirned Mapped TYPe? ~an 1T opoB L

Profile Description: :

Ibepth Horizon Matrix Color Mottle Colors Mottle Texture Concretions,
(inches) (Munsell Moist) (Munsell Moist) Abundance/Contrast Structure, etc,

o1k 1:‘— ? % 5y 5/4 NONE. N A TINE SPRDY LoAH
1C-30 o 8Y25/1 _INDNE NP CINE SANOY LOAHT

Hydric Soil indicators:

Histoso! Concretions
" Histic Epipedon " High Organic Content in Surtace Layer in Sandy Soil
" sutfidic Odor - Organic Streaking in Sandy Scils
— Aquic Moisture Regime " Listed on Local Hydric Soils List
" Reducing Conditions " Listed on National Hydric Soils List
— Gieyed or Low-Chroma Colors : Other (Explain in Remarks)

Remarks: 1157 |N CT AERCRIC HoRiIZON BT SueFACE




APPENDIX B

WETLAND FUNCTION-VALUE DATA SHEET



ARER 12

Wetland Function-Value Evaluation Form

)
Total area of wetland 00 R Human made? l:l Is wetland part of u wildlife corridor?. f or a "habitat isIund"'?_N

Adjacent land use FOP\ECJT, CLOSED L ANDFILL Distance to nearest roadway or other dcvelopn\cnlﬁ_‘gcc FT

Contiguous undeveloped buffer zone presens [

Is the wetland a separate hydraulic system?__ N If not, where does the wetland lie in the drainage basin? ELEQDLJHTEQ{)

Dominant wetland systems present PH LSTRINE

| ANENDIK A

How many tributaries contribute to the wetland? Wildlife & vegetation diversity/abundance (sec attachad-i

Wetland 1LD_NW S FACLE — \3?7 -
Latitude N § 33700 l,,()ngilucic_gjflﬂa_s_ﬁ?
Prepared by:_p DovB Dae "“ 003

Wetland Impact: _
Type LE LEQEDIATION Area £c.5 A

Evaluation based on:
Office Field___ X

Corps manual wetland delineation |

19%9) HPNUAL)

L completed? Y_)X N (FEDERBL
Occurence  Rationale Principal
Function/Value Y N (Reference #)* Function(s)/Value(s) Comments v
. LANDSCArE FPosiMON AT PRYSICAL CoNDIDOOS SUb-
¥ Groundwater Recharge/Discharge 2,4,5,lb SEST MOfE LF B RECHLEE THAN TDAS(UAELE P olE
B . ~ DENGE VECETATION PeD BRuAD ACER 1IN HEADWATERS
- Floodflow Alteration ’)9\)3,5’6,(3' 13 BUT STILL CLOLE To coPSPL PEEAR

«#% 4 Fish and Shellfish Habitat

[,

PRLOVCTIOA ExQCET BwD WATEC QuPUTY FuscMerk (evid EN-
PrewicE DowN (L PDENT AARITAT

4 . .
q\! Sediment/Toxicant Retention

[, 3,465,789

DENSE VECETEMON PAD CTRER FAVORPBLE P YSICAL (-

ﬁﬁﬁv Nutrient Removal

13,3,

ATRENS !, LOCATED NEXT T LBNDEILL
DENSE VECETA MR AWD OTHER FAVERABLE PHYSICAL (tndi-
TIOAS BT FEW PPORRENT \F-GRADIENT RTRIENT SCUR(ES

4 Production Export

KX XX X X

LAMH,57,9, 134

DENSE AND DIVERSE VELETRTION, ABVNDELT WiILDLITE
oY SOuRULES

W\; Sediment/Shoreline Stabilization

2,3,4

ND SPueclLINES OR DPEN WATER, NEAR POTENTITELY
PFECCTED ALEAN

T Wildlife Habitat

1,3,5,6,73,1, 14517

LARGE Expprse OF UNBRUKER POREST (OVER , oD
NELETATIoRPL DIVERSITY

£ Recreation

45,7

PeTENTIOL FLR PRGSIVE RECRENTION (0.9., M\EWE) BT
NGT oPEN T THE. LB

LARGE, CENERALL LNDISTIRBEDY WETILPND BUT M-

- . . . g .
Educational Scientific Value X Q/qls’, |4 OPEM D - el .

: . . g TYC WAL CF COTHER INLPD LWETLRINPS (AARBCTERN\Z ED
= Uniqueness/Heritage X 3,15,16,19,2% P;\IP‘PFFQDS %J;;NDS
¥ Visual Quality/Aesthetics X 34.57% \;;Wvﬂfzgui PPPBOEANCE BLT NOT VG\BLE T2 THYy
ES Endangered Species Habitat X 3 >< POTENRTIPL FoR OCCULRLENCE

Other
Notes: | D100 i FeR ENMRE WETLARD, BUT PRINARY Tocus OF THE ASESNENST  * Refer to back up list of numbered considerations.

IS LPON DS PCRES IMHEDIOTELY PRPIDINING THE SVTE 13 LADRILL,

2 NT STIRE PLPNE (O0eDIWRTE SNSTEM, WA DATUM OF {933



4

Appendix

Wetland evaluation supporting
documentation and reproducible forms.

Below is an example list of considerations that was used for a New
Hampshire highway project. Considerations are flexible, based on best profes-
sional judgement and interdisciplinary team consensus. This example provides a
comprehensive base, however, and may only need slight modifications for use in
other projects.

GROUNDWATER RECHARGE/DISCHARGE— This function considers the
potential for a wetland to serve as a groundwater recharge and/or discharge area.
It refers to the fundamental interaction between wetlands and aquifers, regard-
less of the size or importance of either.

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS
1 Public or private wells occur downstream of the wetland.
Potential exists for public or private wells downstream of the wetland.
Wetland is underlain by stratified drift.
Gravel or sandy soils present in/or adjacent to the wetland.
Fragipan does not occur in the wetland.
Fragipan, impervious soils, or bedrock, does occur in the wetland.
Wetland is associated with a perennial or intermittent watercourse.
Signs of groundwater recharge are present or piezometer data demonstrates recharge.
Wetland is associated with a watercourse, but lacks a defined outlet or contains a
constricted outlet.
10. Wetland contains only an outlet.
11. Groundwater quality of stratified drift aquifer within or downstream of wetland meets
drinking water standards.
12.  Quality of water associated with the wetland is high.
13. Signs of groundwater discharge are present (e.g. springs).
14.  Water temperature suggests it is a discharge site.
15. Wetland shows signs of variable water levels.
16. Gravel or sandy soils present in or adjacent to wetland.
17. Piezometer data demonstrates discharge.
18. Other

N IR

FLOODFLOW ALTERATION (Storage & Desynchronization) — This function
considers the effectiveness of the wetland in reducing flood damage by water
retention for prolonged periods following precipitation events and the gradual
release of floodwaters. It adds to the stability of the wetland ecological system
or its buffering characteristics and provides social or economic value relative to
erosion and/or flood prone areas.



CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS
[.  Area of this wetland is large relative to its watershed.
Wetland occurs in the upper portions of its watershed.
Effective flood storage is small or non-existent upslope of or above the wetland.
Wetland watershed contains a high degree of impervious surfaces.
Wetland contains hydric soils which are able to absorb and detain water.
Wetland exists in a relatively flat area that has flood storage potential.
Wetland has an intermittent outlet, ponded water, or signs are present of variable
water level.
During flood events, this wetland can retain higher volumes of water than under
normal or average rainfall conditions.
9. Wetland receives and retains overland or sheet flow runoff from surrounding uplands.
10. In the event of a large storm, this wetland may receive and detain excessive flood
water from a nearby watercourse.
11. Valuable properties, structures or resources are located in or near the floodplain
downstream from the wetland.
12.  The watershed has a history of economic loss due to flooding.
13. This wetland is associated with one or more watercourses.
14. This wetland watercourse is sinuous or diffuse.
15. This wetland outlet is constricted.
16. Channel flow velocity is affected by this wetland.
17. Land uses downstream are protected by this wetland.
18. This wetland contains a high density of vegetation.
19.  Other
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FISH AND SHELLFISH HABITAT — This function considers the effectiveness of seasonal or

permanent watercourses associated with the wetland in question for fish and shellfish habitat.!

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS

1.  Forest land dominant in the watershed above this wetland.

2. Abundance of cover objects present.

STOP HERE IF THIS WETLAND IS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH A WATERCOURSE

3. Size of this wetland is able to support large fish/shellfish populations.

4. Wetland is part of a larger, contiguous watercourse.

5. Wetland has sufficient size and depth in open water areas so as not to freeze solid and
retains some open water during winter.

6.  Stream width (bank to bank) is more than 50 feet.

7. Quality of the watercourse associated with this wetland is able to support healthy fish/shellfish
populations. '

8.  Streamside vegetation provides shade for the watercourse.

9.  Spawning areas are present (submerged vegetation or gravel beds).

10. Food is available to fish/shellfish populations within this wetland.

11. Barrier(s) to anadromous fish (such as dams, including beaver dams, water falls, road crossing,
etc.) are absent from the stream reach associated with this wetland.

12.  Evidence of fish is present.

13.  Wetland is stocked with fish.

14. The watercourse is persistent.

15. Man-made streams are absent.

16. Water velocities are not too excessive for fish usage.

17.  Defined stream channel is present.

18.  Other

SEDIMENT/TOXICANT/PATHOGEN RETENTION —This function reduces or prevents
degradation of water quality. It relates to the effectiveness of the wetland as a trap for sedi-
ments, toxicants, or pathogens in runoff water from surrounding uplands, or upstream erod-



ing wetland areas.
CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS
1. Potential sources of excess sediment are in the watershed above the wetland.
Potential or known sources of toxicants are in the watershed above the wetland.
Opportunity for sediment trapping by slow moving water or deepwater habitat are present in this
wetland.
Mineral, fine grained, or organic soils are present.
Long duration water retention time is present in this wetland,
Public or private water sources occur downstream.
The wetland edge is broad and intermittently aerobic.
The wetland is known to have existed for more than 50 years.
9.  Drainage ditches have not been constructed in the wetland.
STOP HERE IF WETLAND IS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH A WATERCOURSE.
10. Wetland is associated with an intermittent or perennial stream, or a lake.
11. Channelized flows have visible velocity decreases in the wetland.
12. Effective floodwater storage in wetland is occurring. Areas of impounded open water are present.
13. No indicators of erosive forces are present. No high water velocities are present.
14. Diffuse water flows are present in the wetland.
15. Wetland has a high degree of water and vegetation interspersion.
16. Dense vegetation provides opportunity for sediment trapping and/or signs of sediment
accumulation is present by dense vegetation.
17. Other
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NUTRIENT REMOVAL/RETENTION/TRANSFORMATION — This function considers
the effectiveness of the wetland as a trap for nutrients in runoff water from surrounding
uplands or contiguous wetlands, and the ability of the wetland to process these nutrients into
other forms or trophic levels. One aspect of this function is to prevent ill effects of nutrients
entering aquifers or surface waters such as ponds, lakes, streams, rivers or estuaries.

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS
1. Wetland is large relative to the size of its watershed.
Deep water or open water habitat exists.
Qverall potential for sediment trapping exists in the wetland.
Potential sources of excess nutrients present in the watershed above the wetland.
Wetland saturated for most of the season. Ponded water is present in the wetland.
Deep organic/sediment deposits are present.
Slowly drained mineral, fine grained, or organic soils, are present.
Dense vegetation is present.
9.  Emergent vegetation and/or dense woody stems are dominant.
10. Aquatic diversity/abundance sufficient to utilize nutrients.
11. Opportunity for nutrient attenvation exists.
12. Vegetation diversity/abundance sufficient to utilize nutrients.
STOP HERE IF WETLAND IS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH A WATERCOURSE.
13. Waterflow through this wetland is diffuse. :
14. Water retention/detention time in this wetland is increased by constricted outlet or thick
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vegetation,
15. Water moves slowly through this wetland.
16. Other

PRODUCTION EXPORT (Nutrient) — This function evaluates the effectiveness of the
wetland to produce food or usable products for man or other living organisms.

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS
1. Wildlife food sources grow within this wetland.
2. Detritus development is present within this wetland
3. Economically or commercially used products found in this wetland.



4. Evidence of wildlife use found within this wetland.
5. Higher trophic level consumers are utilizing this wetland.
6.  Fish or shellfish develop or occur in this wetland.
7. High vegetation density is present.
8. Wetland exhibits high degree of plant community structure/species diversity.
9. High aquatic diversity/abundance is present.
10. Nutrients exported in wetland watercourses (permanent outlet present).
11. “Flushing™ of relatively large amounts of organic plant material occurs from this wetland.
12. Wetland contains flowering plants which are used by nectar-gathering insects.
13. Indications of export are present. _
14. High production levels occurring however, no visible signs of export (assumes export

is attenuated).

15. Other
SEDIMENT/SHORELINE STABILIZATION — This function considers the effec- N
tiveness of a wetland to stabilize stream banks and shorelines against erosion. W‘,

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS
1. Indications of erosion. siltation present.

Topographical gradient is present in wetland.

Potential sediment sources are present up-siope.

No distinct shoreline or bank is evident between the waterbody and the wetland or upland.

A distinct step between the open waterbody or stream and the adjacent land exists (i.c. sharp

bank) with dense roots throughout.

6. Wide wetland (>10") bordering watercourse, lake. or pond.

7. High flow velocities in the wetland.

8. Potential sediment sources present upstrear.

9.  The watershed is of sufficient size to produce channelized flow.

10. Open water fetch is present.

11. Boating activity is present.

12. Dense vegetation is bordering watercourse, lake, or pond.

13. High percentage of energy absorbing emergents and/or shrubs bordering watercourse, lake or
pond.

14. Vegetation comprised of large trees and shrubs which withstand major flood events or erosive
incidents and stabilize the shoreline on a large scale (feet).

15. Vegetation comprised of dense resilient herbaceous layer which stabilizes sediments and the
shoreline on a small scale (inches) during minor flood events or potentially erosive events.

16. Other

WILDLIFE HABITAT — This function considers the effectiveness of the wetland to
provide habitat for various types and populations of animals typically associated with
wetlands and the wetland edge. Both resident and/or migrating species must be consid-

ered. Species lists of observed and potential animals should be included in the wetland
assessment report.?

o

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS

1. Wetland is not degraded by human activity.

2. Water quality of the watercourse, pond, or lake associated with this wetland meets or exceeds

Class A or B standards.

Wetland is not fragmented by development.

Upland surrounding this wetland is undeveloped.

5.  More than 40% of this wetland edge is bordered by upland wildliiz habitat (e.g.brushland. wood
land, active farmland, or idle land) at least 500 feet in widti.

6. Wetland contiguous with other wetland systems connected by watzrcourse or lake.

Wildlife overland access to other wetlands is present.

8.  Wildlife food sources are within this wetland or are nearby.

Bl
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9.

10.
11

12

13.
14.

15.

16.
17.
18.

19.
20.

21

22

PN

23.
24.

Wetland exhibits a high degree of interspersion of vegetation classes and/or open water.
Two or more islands or inclusions of upland within the wetland are present. -

Dominant wetland class includes deep or shallow marsh or wooded swamp.

More than three acres of shallow permanent open water (less than 6.6 feet deep), including
streams in or adjacent 10 wetland are present.

Density of the wetlan:: - egetation is high.

Wetland exhibits a hiv:- degree of plant species diversity.

Wetland exhibits a hizn degree of diversity in plant community structure (e.g.
tree/shrub/vine /grasses/mosses/etc.)

Plant/animal indicator species present.

Animal signs observed (tracks, scats, nesting areas, etc.)

Seasonal uses vary for wildlife, and wetland appears to support varied population diversity/abundance
during different seasons.

Wetland contains or has potential to contain a high population of insects.

Wetland contains or has potential to contain large amphibian populations.

Wetland has a high avian utilization or its potential.

Indications of less disturbance-tolerant species present.

Signs of wildlife habitat enhancement present (birdhouses, nesting boxes, food sources, eic.).
Other

RECREATION (Consumptive and Non-Consumptive) — This value considers the suit-
ability of the wetland and associated watercourses to provide recreational opportunities

such as hiking, canoeing, boating, fishing, hunting and other active or passive recreational
activities. Consumptive opportunities consume or diminish the plants, animals, or other
resources that are intrinsic to the wetland. Non-consumptive opportunities do not con-
sume or diminish these resources of the wetland.

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS
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Wetland is part of a recreation area, park, forest, or refuge.

Fishing is available within or from the wetland.

Hunting is permitted in the wetland.

Hiking occurs or has potential to occur within the wetland.

Wetland is a valuable wildlife habitat.

The watercourse, pond, or lake, associated with the wetland is unpoliuted.

High visual/aesthetic quality of this potential recreation site.

Access to water is available at this potential recreation site for boating, canoeing, or fishing,
The watercourse associated with this wetland is wide and deep enough to

accommodate canoeing and/or non-powered boating.

Off-road public parking available at the potential recreation site.

Accessibility and travel ease is present at this site.

The wetland is within a short drive or safe walk from highly populated public and private areas.
Other

EDUCATIONAL/SCIENTIFIC VALUE — This value considers the suitability of the
pmmmay,  wetland as a site for an “outdoor classroom” or as a location for scientific study or research.

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS

1.
2.
3.

Wetland contains or is known to contain threatened, rare, or endangered species.
Little or no disturbance is occurring in this wetland.

Potential educational site contains a diversity of wetland classes which are accessible
or potentially accessible.

Potential educational site is undisturbed and natural.

Wetland is considered to be a valuable wildlife habitat.



Wetland is located within a nature preserve or wildlife management area.

Signs of wildlife habitat enhancement present (bird houses, nesting boxes, food sources, etc.).
Off-road parking at potential educational site suitable for school bus access in or near wetland.
Potential educational site is within safe walking distance or a short drive to schools.

Potential educational site within safe walking distance to other plant communities.

Direct access to perennial stream at potential educational site available.

Direct access to pond or lake at potential educational site available.

No known safety hazards within the potential educational site.

Public access to the potential educational site is controlled.

Handicap accessibility is available.

Site is currently used for educational or scientific purposes.

Other

UNIQUENESS/HERITAGE — This value considers the effectiveness of the wetland or
its associated waterbodies to provide certain special values. These may include archaeo-
logical sites, critical habitat for endangered species, its overall health and appearance, its
role in the ecological system of the area, its relative importance as a typical wetland class
for this geographic location. These functions are clearly valuable wetland attributes rela-
tive to aspects of public health, recreation, and habitat diversity.

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS
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12.
13.

14.
15.

17.
18.
19.
20.
2L
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.

27.

Upland surrounding wetland primarily urban.

Upland surrounding wetland developing rapidly.

More than 3 acres of shallow permanent open water occur in wetlands (less than 6.6 feet deep)
including streams .

Three or more wetland classes present.

Deep and/or shallow marsh, or wooded swamp dominate.

High degree of interspersion of vegetation and/or open water occurring in this wetland.
Well-vegetated stream corridor (15 feet on each side of the stream) occurs in this wetland.
Potential educational site is within a short drive or a safe walk from schools.

Off-road parking at potential educational site is suitable for school buses.

No known safety hazards exist within this potential educational site.

Direct access to perennial stream or lake at potential educational site.

Two or more wetland classes visible from primary viewing locations.

Low-growing wetlands (marshes, scrub-shrub, bogs, open water) visible from primary viewing
locations.

Half an acre of open water or 200 feet of stream is visible from the primary viewing locations.
Large area of wetland is dominated by flowering plants, or plants which turn vibrant colors in
different seasons.

General appearance of the wetland visible from primary viewing locations is unpolluted and/or
undisturbed.

Overall view of the wetland is available from the surrounding upland.

Quality of the water associated with the wetland is high.

Opportunities for wildlife observations are available.

Historical buildings occur within the wetland.

Presence of pond or pond site and remains of a dam occur within the wetland.

Wetland within 50 yards of the nearest perennial watercourse.

Visible stone or earthen foundations, berms, dams, standing structures or associated features occur
within the wetland.

Wetland contains critical habitat for a state or federally listed threatened or endangered species.
Wetland is known to be a study site for scientific research.

Wetland is a natural landmark or recognized by the state natural heritage inventory authority as an
exemplary natural community.

Wetland has local significance because it serves several functional values.



28.

29.
30.
3L
32,

Wetland has local significance because it has biological, geological, or other features which are
locally rare or unique.

Wetland is known to contain an important archaeological site.

Wetland is hydrologically connected to a state or federally designated scenic river.

Wetland is located in an area experiencing a high wetland loss rate.

Other

&5 VISUAL QUALITY/AESTHETICS — This value considers the visual and aesthetic
quality or usefulness of the wetland.

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS
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10.
11
12.
13.

Multiple wetland classes visible from primary viewing locations.

Emergent marsh and/or open water visible from primary viewing locations.

Diversity of vege:ation species visible from primary viewing locations.

Wetland dominated by flowering plants, or plants which turn vibrant colors in different seasons.
Land use surrounding the wetland is undeveloped as seen from primary viewing locations.
Visible surrounding land use form contrasts with wetland.

Wetland views absent of trash, debris, and signs of disturbance.

Wetland is considered to be a valuable wildlife habitat.

Wetland is easily accessed.

Low noise level at primary viewing locations.

Unpleasant odors absent at primary viewing locations.

Relatively unobstructed sight line exists through wetland.

Other

E S ENDANGERED SPECIES HABITAT — This value considers the suitability of the
wetland to support threatened or endangered species.

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS

1.
2
3.

Wetland contains or is known to contain threatened or endangered species.
Wetland contains critical habitat for a state or federally listed threatened or endangered species.
Other



' Although the above example refers to freshwater wetlands, it can also be adapted for
marine ecosystems. Below is an example of an adaptation for the fish and shellfish
function provided by the National Marine Fisheries Service.

FISH AND SHELLFISH HABITAT — This function considers the effectiveness of wetlands,
embayments, tidal flats. vegetated shallows, and other environments in supporting marine
resources such as fish, shellfish. marine mammals, and sea turtles.

CONSIDERATIONS/QUALIFIERS (Marine)

Special aquatic sites (tidal marsh. mud flats. eelgrass beds) are present.

Suitable spawning habitat is present at the site or in the area.

Commercially or recreationally important species are present or suitable habitat exists.
The wetland/waterway supports prey for higher trophic level marine organisms.

The waterway provides migratory habitat for anadromous fish.

Other

S
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In March 1995 a rapid wildlife habitat assessment method was completed by a University
of Massachusetts research team, with funding and oversight provided by the New England
Transportation Consortium. The method is called WEThings (wetland habitat indicators
for non- game species). It produces a list of potential wetland- dependent mammals, reptiles,
and amphibian species that may be present in the wetland. The output is based on
observable habitat characteristics documented on the field data form. This method may
be used to generate the wildlife species list recommended as backup information to the
wetland evaluation form, and to augment the considerations. Use of this method should
first be coordinated with the Corps project manager. A computer program is also available
10 expedite this process.



