
I

June 12, 1997
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N91192.AR.000342
NIROP FRIDLEY

5090.3a

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

•

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Scott A. Glass, Code 18610'
Commanding Officer
Southern Divi,sion
Naval Facilities Engineering Command
P.O. Box 190010
North Charleston, South Carolina 29419-90 I0

RE: Naval Industrial Reserve Ordnance Plant Superfund Site

Dear Mr. Glass:- .
"., ,1 : ~ j -:. {.. ~: ~.. ". :!\..'-. ~. I • ' •• ; ...

Thi~ letter outlines a ,work plan ,strategy;for.amending the'Op.erable Unit ;3 (DU3,).Remedial
~ny:e~tigation Work Plan: for.a.~emedial 1nvestigation in and ,near Anok~County,Parkas. ,":'.
identified in the Minn~sot~ Pollution Control Agency.(MPCA),staffiener·tothe Navy, .dated
May 23; 1997. This work plan strategy is for the Naval Industrial Reserv~ Ordnance Plant
(NIROP) Superfund Sit~ and is being sent pursuant to the Federal Facility Agreement, dated
March 27,1991, between the MPCA, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the
U.S. Navy (Navy).

The MPCA staff wants to use the partnering process to address issues raised in this letter. The
staff believes that this work plan strategy should not delay start of the OU3 Remedial
Investigation (RI) and is open to using the partnering process to define the scope and timing of
the work described in this letter.

As the Navy is aware, the MPCA staff has previously requested in~ormation on the status of the
storm sewers, including documentation on the sealing of the storm sewers in its response to the
OU3 Site Evaluation Report. It is the MPCA staffs understanding that the Navy is still trying to
document the current status of the storm sewers.

After the May 23, 1997, MPCA staff letter was mailed, the staff reviewed a set ofNIROP aerial
photographs in MPCA staff files· in order to verify Mr. Harris' recollection regarding the storm
sewer.outfalls. These photographs were sent to John Betcher by.Doug Hildr.e..ofUnited.Defense
Lp d,ur,ing the; se9o~d barrel remQval. several y~ars ago and are copies of-photographs in-the.'
facility·file~., ~ome of the photographs .\Vere:numbered and dated..The following·~reexamples
C?f,NI~OP.faci,lity photographs in ,the Mp,CA staff files that show se~er.lines;:ol;l~falls,and.
receiving ponds that are related to the MPCA staff letter of May 23, 1997: N2460, dated June I,
1941; N02853, dated November 24, 1941; and N5821, September 26, 1943.
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In the same folder. with the ab.oy~-cited photograp~swasamap, dated December 17, :1982;
submitted by, Ms. Jacqueline Fral"!cis ofthe Navy on February 7, 1.983.. Her mime and address
appear on an MPCA staff letter dated January 5, 1983 requesting that the Navy accelerate its
investigation of disposal activities in the area around the NIROP and FMC Site (see enclosed
copy). The map shows four areas marked "River Dump," FMC Site "South Site," "North Site"
Disposal Trench, and "Waste Disposal Pits."

The above-cite map and photographs confirm Mr. Harris' recollection concerning the storm
sewer.outfa!ls.. Iti~:cIear.thaUheolltfalls...discha.rged on land and.not in. the Mississippi Riyer.
Given the estimated mass of trichloroethylene discharged into the storm sewers, this means that
the storm sewers played a significant role in on land site waste disposal. Some of the
photographs show the storm sewers outfalls discharging to gullies that flow into a pond in the
adjacent wetland.

The RI in and near Anoka County. park shall include, at a minimum, the following:

I. The Navy shall locate on a map of at least the same scale as the gr9und water: :
maps from 1996 Annual Monitoring Report the following:

' ..: ~ ~
: ' .. :- . . ~ .:t .. ":." . ......~ '; i" '. ~". ~. :'. '; ; .... i ~ . \ '. .:!.' \'. ' ...... _;~; ~ .::: {, f ~

a. All past and present storm and sanitary sewers ~nd their outfalls
west of East River Road extending out to their point of discharge;

b. All past overland flow routes, e.g., ditches or gullies, from these
sewers; and

c. All natural and manmade ponds that received discharges from these
sewers.

2. The Navy shall show the relationship. of items cited in Ia through Ic to ground
water mon'itoring welis that are currently plotted on ground water maps "trom the
1996 Annual Ground Water Monitoring Report.

3. The Navy shall identify the dates of construction of all sewer and sewer outfalls
identified in Item I; their dates of operation; and, if removed, the dates of their
demolition.

4. The Navy shall provide as built drawings of the construction and demolition of
these sewer and their outfalls.

5. The Navy shall identify all sewers and outfalls identified in Item I that remain in
place. For all such sewer and outfalls, the Navy shall determine the current
condition of these sewers and outfalls. •
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6) :The'Na:vy"sh-all·p~ovide:a:·histo'ry'bfthefilling oftlie' wetland'~djacenftothe" .' '"
'Mississ'ippi ~iver(iee NIROP facility photograph N5829, 'aateCISeptembe'r 23,' '.'

1943): . ."

7. The Navy shall sample the areas around the sewers and sewer outfalls; pond
areas; and overland flow routes, e.g.; ditches, and gul1ies associated with the
sewers identified in Item I for releases of hazardous substances.

.,
. l "

", .

8., :rhe Navy·mayuse -.the direct push sampling.ni'ethod pliuined"for\lI1der'the'" ;
NIROP main building to conduct this investigation and the same parameter list,
sampling methods, detection limits, etc., as those already identified for the OU3
RI.

9. The Navy shall provide information on the following areas: "River Dump,"
FMC Site "South Site," "North Site': Disposal-Trench, and ','Waste Disposal
Pits" on the encl~sed map submitted by Ms. !acqueline Franci~ ()fthe Navy on
Februa·ry7,19,83. ,> .:; '. :.;l~,-"., .: ';--..' :.,', .;.;.:, . 'l( :;:.' i(,.. , " ..

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (612) 296-7818.
:-·!~r..-··;· ::~ .•..•• ,... ~. ':'':;~_t'' '·'l· I_I./; >:'; ,'. :".i It; '- \ .... ' . I

Sincerely, t',.

Q~\l\I{\;)\jV,OfJA r- '

David N. Douglas ~"'_
Project Manager
Response Unit I
Site Response Section
Ground Water and Solid Waste Division

DD:ch

Enclosures

cc: Joel Murphy, U.S. Navy
Thomas Bloom, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

, J

l:~ .,'; O.! 'J; . ~'.' I. "J, t. ~. .'
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Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

January 5, 1983

Ms. Jacqueline Francis
Department of the Navy
Naval Energy &Environmental

Support Activity
Port Hueneme, California 93043

Mr. D. Smith
Northern Division
Naval Facilities Engineering Command
Philadelpia, Pennsylvania 19112

Dear Ms. Francis and Mr. Smith:f;' You are probably aware that a hazardous waste site on FMC property in Fridley,
Minnesota has been named the #1 Superfund site in the nation. The U.S. Navy
apparently also disposed of hazardous waste on its property a short distance to
the north. Consequently, the U.S. Navy began an "Initial Assessment Survey" in
October, 1982. I am writing this letter to request that the Navy speed up that
survey and begin to do studies of soil and ground water contamination in the
area, as well as to take remedial measures.

This will serve the purpose of coordinating and speeding up remedial action at
both the Navy and FMC owned sites. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
staff believes that by now the Navy should have adequate information, as a·
result of r~viewing files and aerial ·photoS, interviewing employees, etc., to
clearly indicate the need for these activities.

It is the opinion of the MPCA staff that steps should be taken immediately by
the U.S. Navy to determine the impact of the disposal site on the local ground
water quality and to remedy it. A ground water study is important because both
the city of Minneapolis· water supply and a Fridley municipal well are within
one-half mile of the U.S. Navy's northern disposal site andFMC' s southern
disposal site and these public water supplies have been found to be contaminated.
It is important to determine the impact of the northern site as well as the
southern disposal site on area ground water quality in order that an effective
overall remedial program can be implemented.

P!lone: 612/297-335.2
1~l:J5 \Npsl COIII,IV RO,Hi B~2. Roseville. t\'lil1l1i';;I)~,1 S5113-2785

n;!qi(>ll;ll Ollil:I;C; • i":!I;!1; n'dll".~rd D"lr,,1! I.:lk l " •.'.' ;"·:I1;dl Fh)dh!~;II.)r
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Therefore, the MPCA ;s requesting that the U.S. Navy develop a study plan that
would initially investigate the ground water flow and quality in the drift
aquifer, as well as conduct split spoon sampling of soils at the site to
identify the soil stratigraphy and the first bedrock unit encountered at both'
the east and west boundries of the site. I suggest that you contact FMC for the
purpose of coordinating your ground water study with theirs.

The proposed ground water study plan should be submitted to me by January 31,
1983 for review prior to implementation. Based upon the results from the
initial phase of the investigation a determination can be made if additional
phases of groundwater study are warranted.

Furthermore, the MPCA would like to review with you the data so far obtained in
the Navy's "Initial Assessment Survey" for the purpose of discussing remedial
measures that may now be taken, i.e. excavation of drummed. waste. Please pro
pose a date for such a meeting at the MPCA to occur prior to January 31, 1983.

In closing, the MPCA looks forward to meeting with you and receiving the U.S.
Navy's proposed plans. If you should have any questions, please contact me at
612/297-3352.

Si ncere ly,

\e ~lU
Michael Kanner, Head
Site Response Unit
Regulatory Compliance Section
Solid and Hazardous Waste Division

MK :cj

cc: Earl R. Wigand, FMC 'Corporation, Fridley
Neil Elphick, FMC Corporation, Philadelphia
Douglas Hildre, FMC Corporation, Minneapolis
Judy Longfield, FMC Corporation, Philadelphia
John Flora, Director of Public Works, Fridley
Dave Harmon, Anoka County Solid Waste Office, Anoka
James Hayek, Director of Water Works, Minneapolis
Gary Englund, Minnesota Department of Health, St. Paul
Robert Lines, Minneapolis Department of Inspections, Mi
Michele Mielke, Special Assistant Attorney General
Michael E. McGuire, O'Connor and Hannan, Minneapolis
Norman Niedergang,. On-Scene Coordinator, U.S. EPA, Chicago

bcc: Jay Heffern, MPCA
Lisa Thorvig, MPCA
Michael Ayers, MPCA
Jim Bestick, MPCA
Bob Karls, ~lPCA

. Michael Convery, MN Dept. of Health
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