N00210.AR.001001
NSTC GREAT LAKES, IL
5090.3a

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE "MARINE CORPS BATTLES WEATHER AT CEREMONY" FORT
SHERIDAN IL
8/1/2006
TRIBUNE




arine Corps

a __i-les Weafh

nghwood based
\ | group welcomes
~“NEW. commander

," ' ByMegMurphy e
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! _ . At 11 am. Sunday, rlght on schedule
'l -] -, - the change -of-command-céremony began
S " for the'men and women of Marine Air .
|
t,
|

- Control Group '48 at the Great Lakes '
Naval Training Center. . E

‘ ‘What wasn’t scheduled” was a ﬁerce
7 .-.; 10:minute downpour that started at vir-
L " tually the'same time and ‘left. the
. rougldy 200 Marines . soaked to the skm
I yet st111 standmg at attentlon on the
" parade grou.lds of. Ross F1eld

i "A barid made up. of Marmes brought
" in from -the Marine Corps Recruit’
Depot Parris Island,.S.C., for the occa--
« 4 . sion had. to compete w1th thunder as
1 | ¢ they:played martial music that has been - -
R _ a tradition at such events for genera- :
thl’lS !

.None of the act1ve duty and reserve
troops who passed in review of the offic-..
.. ers, batted an eyelash during the sum-
-~ - - mer, storm, which dlssmated as qulckly
R R a51tarr1ved o ‘)
Just ‘another day at’ the oﬁ"lce when
. youreapart of the corps. P
' ) Some-of those that carried ceremonial.
g swords also a bow to tradition, jokingly .
- described the elaborate’ weapons, of long
b e '-*~ago as potential lightning'rods. - * -
T . Tradition, as. upheld by. the rhythmlc R
[ I marches and crisp- salutes at a cere-
mony like the one held- Sunday, is
[ R important. to the service men and.
7~ ' women, the partlclpants said.
I “It's kind of a send-off for. the outgo-
! _—
[

ing ‘commanding officer and kind of a-
oo chance to show your ‘mettle .for the

. incoming commanding officer.. We
PR R - showed- a- little of that today,” sald MaJ

Tribune photos by Wa|ter Kale' ’

1 . Glenn Gerichten. = - o A Manne Corps band plays (top) as Col Mlchael Henderson (above, left) pre- IR
¢ "¢ " Marine Air Control Group 48 prov1des , sents Manne A|r Control Group. 48 s colors o Col James Kratsas - ‘
‘ ‘ command -and- control ‘for Marine avia- .- 2 . Lo » g »
g ‘fion, specializing in close-air’ support o ) - T reserve Marmes at 12 .sites’ across theg
Y. . air traffic control, air defense control ' s country o o Lo W
. and radio communications. e ‘The Marme Corps, we thmk IS

- Locally, -about 300, Marlnes use the

© . It is responsible forthe training of o famlly Sherldan Reserve: Center as their base.

seven squadrons -and battalions of

I':.. . . reservists. The group.also coordinates.’ Col Mlchael Henderson T e Henderson said he was proud of coni-,_: .
B the air command and.control system of. - . - - -, . . munity outreach programs that send"
C .the 4th- Marine ‘Aircraft- Wing, which ~ — = T — .- Marines 'to area schools to tell young-

comprlses a'dozen sites in nine states. o R S TR R sters of ‘possible. opportunmes that the
"On'Sunday, it was Col. Michael Hend- Henderson servéd as the commanding

corps can provrde
R i ofﬁcer of Marine Air Control Group 48 BRI
S f{; ?grstﬁgréﬁptiinégﬁrf:riersesé’&ﬁiﬂ ‘since” August 1995. It has been a tumul- -“The Marine Corps; ‘we thlnk IS a
‘When. it wartime, it doesn’t matter. tuous time for .corps members here,. famlly,” Henderson said. ' L

 what the weather is. ¢ niot easy fo hold |+ Marked by the closing of their previous . -. As he fook the reiris of the ‘group;
a weapon when jt's wet, but 3[Ithe sol. - home base, Glenview Naval Air Station. /Kratsas asked the service personnel and’

o diers] are-well-trained- and dlsc1p11ned »o The control group now -calls the Ph11 guests for “your contmued support for
. 4 .said Henderson, who is'bound for a post lip H.-Sheridan Reserve Center’ in High- . - our very lmportant mission . ....of serv-
P " as the deputy commander at the Naval wood its headquarters although- 1t: ing and protectmg th1s great natlon of .
o Space Command in Vlrglma N o 1ncludes about 2,000, actlve duty and Jours.” } [ ) . X
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