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0
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THOMAS V. ,SKINNER, DIRECTOR 

2171785-7728 
(FAX)782-3258 

March 14, 2001 

Ms. Colleen Reilly 
Fort Sheridan BRAC Office 
3155 Blackhawk Drive Suite 17 
Fort Sheridan, IL 6003,7-1289 

Re: · ,,Q?1q}s:5oo.itLake co. 
'F6'rl Sheridan 

.·., · · ;·541~-ertuncVi:ech. Files· 
• ; > • • • _'. :> ~ ... ·. ~~· . ' 

Dear Ms'. Reilly: 
.. : .. '· 

,, On Jam~·aty. rt; .. 200,1,)hle·IllinoisBnvironmental Protecti~m Ag~ncy e1i1inois EPA") •. 
·received the· Draft Remedial Investigation/Baseline Risk Assessment ("RI/BRA'') · · · 
Addendum for the Department of Defense Operable Unit ("DOD OU") at Fort· Sherida.n, 
Illinois. ·Science Applications International Corporation prepared this document on · 
behalf of the U:S. Army Corps-of Engineers and the Fort Sheridan BRAC Office. The 
RUB RA reports the findings from the third phase of remedial investigation for the DOD 
OU and incorporates sampling results from the Landfill 6 and 7 i11terim remedial action 
and the Coal Storage Area #3 removal action. Illinois EPA completed its review and 
comments follow:. 

. . 
l. Section 1.2, Phase III RI Study Area Descriptions: Please include the estimated 

acreag(! of each DOD OU study area in subsections 1.2.1 through 1.2.10. 

2. Table 3:5·,.Analytical Detection Limits, Pages 3-15 to 3-18: As presented, only 
SW-846 reporting limits above USEPA Region IX PRG's are highlighted. Please 
revise this table to highlight OQAPP and/or SW-846 reporting limits in excess of 
State of Illinois Class II Groundwater Quality Standards (35 IAC 620) and Tiered 
Approach to Corrective Action Objectives (''TACO," 35 IAC 742) Tier I soil 
criteria .. 

3. Table 3-6, Comparison of SW-846 and OQAPP Reporting Limits -=-Water, Page 
· 3-19: Please include a column containing Illinois' Class II Groundwater Quality 
· Standards. 

GEORGE H. RYAN, GOVERNOR 

I . I 



\~. · Ms. Colleen Reilly, BEC 
Draft DOD OU RUBRA 
March 14, 2001 
Page 2 of 3 

1970555001- Lake Co. 
. Fort Sheridan 

Superfund!fech Files. 

4. Table 3-7, Comparison of SW-846 and OQAPP Reporting Limits - Soil, Page 3-
20: Please include a column containing the USEPA Region IX .PRGs and another 

· column indicating TACO Tier I soil objectives, or one column with the lower of 
the two screening values for a particular analyte. ' 

' . 
5. Section 4.4.1, Background, Page 4-9: Please include in Section 4 a table or tables 

showing Fort Sheridan's calculated background inorganic groundwater, soil, and. 
sediment UTL's from the Final Background Sampling and Data Evaluation . 
Reporl (ESE 1997). No specific background table or tables could be found in· 
Appendix D-' 1 either, only background values incorporated into the COPC .. , 
.screening tables. Since the Phase III background samples were not incorporated 

· 'into 1997 UTLs, further explain here how the off-post sed]ment.and on-post · 
dioxin/furan background sample results are intended to be .used in risk-

.. management decision making. . . 
• - i .• ; t '. :~_ ~-

. ·, 6.··.:8.ec~iOn.4.4.4.3, WRN Phase ill Analytic:.al I_le~ults, J?age4-J9: Explain from 
' • 0:, • '.-<'·~L':j (, ., • l < • , , "" i Y-.. ·~· -'~t ',~; • " ;• , 

''.:;\;,~.;.';·:w~ich 'specific incinerated materials dioxinsA(tifi;\ns ate'expected byproducts. 
···>,·~),,..·:.· ... ,' . . .<Y<.0:.,.-._,·:.'- . , 

· ·.· ··· · ·" :.:7f./.Figtire4~l, Phase III BackgroundSamplirig't:dcati.ons, Page 4-35: Revise this 
-- ·· ~ : · ·figure to more clearly identify the former northern boundary of Fort Sheridan and 

•• _ < -

: : i. the relative location of off-site sediment ba~kgroµnd sampling locations to th~ ' •.. '. \ . . I 
. " 

· ,_ , '\: · h forrfler:.Fort-Sheridan boundary: Insert:Aon this figur~. alsc:>'rieeds better .. · · · 
. '.; .' '.·/,\tieritific'ation of 'dioxinifurari'blitkg~6liti~ s~plin.g' lo2~tions relative t~ .th~ ·~h()Ie ,}; .. i 
. of the DOD OU. ·. , " . .:· . . .. · · \, \. . " 

" .... : ; ' ' 

8. Tables 4-3.to 4-13,'. Analytical Results_: .. M~ny of the results in_ these tables are. · :· · · 
bolded, but no explanation of tpis highli'ghting could be found. Please explrun .on · , 

··each of the tables why results ar~.bolded·. _Suggest adding another table up front .· 
with regulatory cleanup (screening) criteria for the various media to make 
comparison to field results .possible for the reader withoµt using other documents. 
Further, by. highlighting results that exceed the screening criteria, contaminants of 
concern would be much more apparent to the reviewer. <. · :· · , 

,:.> . . . ' ' ·.·. ., .. ,1,, •. ·,' ··: 

9: Section 5.2.1.3, Identification of Potential Hum~n Exposure Pathways; Page 5-9: 
. ·' J;'lease clarify in the text that the ~xpq_sure pat~ways for ~optaminated sediments, 

anci surface water were not evaluated In the addendum report because previous 
evaluations did not indicate significan~ human health risks, not because the · 
pathways were deemed incomplete. 

10. Section 5.3.2, Lead Toxicity, Page 5-13: It is stated thatthe "average" detected 
concentrations of lead in the soil were compared to the action ·level of 400 µig/kg: 
It is not clear whether this "average" was .. the arithmetic mean or the 95% upper· 
confidence limit ("UCL95") of the mean. Clarify which exposure point .. 
concentrations were used in the evaluation of lead soil concentrations at various 
sites in the DOD OU. The document eliminated lead from further consideration 

1.·. 

", '··, 
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based upon this "averaging." Illinois EPA _has a coricern regarding the omission 
of lead from the risk assessment d,ue to fact ~hat certain sample locations exhibited 
elevated levels of lead. For example, lead wa~ detected at.2;450 mg/kg at the.· · 
Wells Ravine Northern Tributary ("WRN'') s~ple location SB-WRN-15, 1,410 
mg/kg at the WRN sample location TP-WRN-:03, and 1,230 at the Wells Ravine 
Western Extension sample location TP..,WRW-04. These levels may be a concern 

· for a construction worker scenario. · 

11."S'ection ·5.4.4, Summary of Human .Health Risk Characterization, Page 5-16: In 
the sections describing the results of the risk characterization, only in those cases 
where total risk was found to be greater that· 1 E-.:04 were contributing " . 

. contaminants identified. Illinois EPA requests a set of tables or text that describes 
those contaminants contributing sigriificantly to site risk for any sites where-the 
total risk exceeds 1 E-06.. , .. 

. . . 
,., ., . . 

• :::.12. Section 5.4.4;1and5'.4)L2;:B,a.ckground;.Pages 5~19 and 5-28: Since_ dioxins.~_;,;;_,_. 
. ; were included as parn)f ih'e,batl<giotirid e~aluation, remove statement~'-here.:.:ihii;v•· 

refer to risks attribut~ble to '.'tiaturall y occurring substances." '····c·" -:' :· -. · · · 
• •' • , • : • • I ·, t• • . 

.:.· .... ~.~. :.~."'f.·;~· :.·:.' ... ,.;. ··; ",>"">:.~;.1·;~·.· 

· . ··. ·; ... , Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to contac.t Ill~ ..•.. , .. 
·.·-'.' '.>atthenumberabove. ·.. · _,,. · "· .. :: .. -. . .-.::.:'>:_•~::·•;,,·:,"·,· .. ·:- .. 
. . · .. ~-.. . 

.; ' 

~ . . ; .. ~ ' ... 

· · .. Sincerely, ,_. ·.-· 

. " edial Proje'ct:Manager · 
.Federal Sites '.Remediation Section 

t,. 

. Bureau of Land 

PTL:~h\fortsh\~ribra_addend~m_dod~u~com 

. CC: Owen Thompson, USEPA (HSR;L-5J) 
Jenny Berwan Ross, l]S Navy-:-EFA Midwest 
Mona Reints, US Army Reserve 

,• 
. <·, .. '· ~ :.... . ·' 

. ''• ~;. 

'. ~" 
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bee: Bureau File 
Stephen Nussbaum 
Carmel Fallaw (Maywood Regional File) 

CC addresses: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Louisville District 
Attn: CELRL-ED-G (Chris Karem) 

. ,600 Martin Luther King Place, 9th Floor, 
, Louisville, Kentucky 40?02-0059 

Commander, U.S. Army Environmental Cent~r 
Attn: SFIM-AEC-IRD (Chuck Lechner) 
Building E-4480, Edgewood Area 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 21010-5401 

;, -. ~--· ·,' . : ~ ·. - -~ . . . 

Commanding Office(•).·.··,· 
ATTN: Jenny Rq~·s, Code N453, Bldg. IA 
Engineering Fie~d Activity, Midwest 
201 Decatur A venue . 
Great-Lakes, Illinois 69088-S600,,. : 

•. · .. · .. : ', . ' 

'us Army Reserve, 88th RSG~CST - · , .. · 
Attn:·~C-CMN-EN-JL (Mona Reints) 
7402 West Roosevelt 
Forest Park, 1L 60130-2562 

. !•.' 

.•;. 
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QST Environmental Incorporated 
Attn: Mr. Scott George , 
11665 Lilburn Park Road 

Science Applications International Corporation 
Attn: Mr. Christopher Manikas 
11251 Roger Bacon Drive 

St. Louis, MO 63146.:3535 Reston, Virginia 20190 
·.,: 

~' •. ' 1 • 
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