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Probe of lion attack

focuses on cage door

DUNLAP, Calif. — The inves-
tigation into a lion attack that
killed a 24-year-old woman who
loved big cats is focusing on a
cage door that the 550-pound
animal managed to escape
through to reach the volunteer
intern, officials say.

Authorities said Thurs-
day they believe the 5-year-old
male lion broke the neck of the
woman at a Central California
animal park after it got out of
itsfeeding cage and attacked as
she cleaned its bigger area.

The investigation is continu-
ing into how the powerful beast
and Dianna Hanson came tragi-
cally to be in the same place at
the same time, Fresno County
coroner David Hadden said.

Long-serving senator

will not run again

WASHINGTON — Demo-
cratic Sen. Carl Levin’s deci-
sion to not seek re-election in
2014 has set
the stage for
a wide-open
race toreplace
the longest-
serving sena-
tor in Michi-
gan history.

First elec-
ted to the Sen-
ate in 1978, the 78-year-old Levin
announced Thursday that he
has decided to focus on serv-
ing as Senate Armed Services
chairman and an advocate for
his home state without the dis-
traction of campaigning. He
said in a statement that he
struggled to make a decision
along with his wife, Barbara,
calling it “extremely difficult
because Ilove representing the
people of Michigan” and “fight-
ing for the things that I believe
are important for them.”

Last cardinal arrives;

conclave date coming

VATICAN CITY — The last
cardinal who will participate
in the conclave to elect the
next pope arrived in Rome on
Thursday, meaning a date can
now be set for the election. One
U.S. cardinal said a decision on
the start date is expected soon.

Some American and other
cardinals had said they wanted
to continue the pre-conclave
meetings that have been go-
ing on all week for as long as it
takes so they can discern who
among them has the stuff to be
pope and discuss the problems
of the church.

Some Vatican-based cardi-
nals, defensive about criticisms
of the Vatican’s internal gover-
nance that have been aired re-
cently, seemed to want to get on
with the vote arguing there’s no
reason to delay.
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Knives of all sizes and types are piled in a box at the
Georgia Surplus Property Division store in Tucker, Ga.
The knives are just a few of the hundreds of items
discarded at the security checkpoints of Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International Airport that are for

sale at the store.

New knives policy
sparks a backlash

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Flight attendants, pilots, fed-
eral air marshals and even in-
surance companies are part
of a growing backlash to the
Transportation Security Ad-
ministration’s new policy al-
lowing passengers to carry
small knives and sports equip-
ment like souvenir baseball
bats and golf clubs onto planes.

The Flight Attendants
Union Coalition, which rep-
resenting nearly 90,000 flight
attendants, said it is coordi-
nating a nationwide legis-
lative and public education
campaign to reverse the pol-
icy announced by TSA Ad-
ministrator John Pistole this
week. A petition posted by the
flight attendants on the White
House’s “We the People” web-
site had more than 9,300 sig-
natures early today urging the
administration to tell the TSA
to keep knives off planes.

“Our nation’s aviation sys-
tem is the safest in the world
thanks to multi-layered secu-
rity measures that include pro-
hibition on many items that
could pose a threat to the in-
tegrity of the aircraft cabin,”
the coalition, which is made up
of five unions, said in a state-
ment. “The continued ban on
dangerous objects is an inte-
gral layer in aviation security
and must remain in place.”

Jon Adler, national presi-
dent of the Federal Law En-
forcement Officers Associa-
tion, whose 26,000 members
include federal air marshals,
complained that he and other
“stakeholders” weren’t con-
sulted by TSA before the
“countersafety policy” was an-
nounced. He said the associa-
tion will ask Congress to block
the policy change.

The Coalition of Airline Pi-
lot Associations, which repre-
sents 22,000 pilots, said it op-
poses allowing knives of any
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‘We believe the
(terrorism) threat
is still real and the

removal of any layer
of security will put
crewmembers and
the flying public
unnecessarily
in harm's way.’

MIKE KARN

president of the Flight Attendants
Union Coalition

kind in airliner cabins.

“We believe the (terrorism)
threat is still real and the re-
moval of any layer of security
will put crewmembers and the
flying public unnecessarily in
harm’s way,” Mike Karn, the
coalition’s president, said.

The new policy, which goes
into effect on April 25, permits
folding knives with blades that
are 2.36 inches or less in length
and are less than a half-inch
wide. The policy is aimed at al-
lowing passengers to carry pen
knives, corkscrews with small
blades and other small knives.

Passengers also will be al-
lowed to include in their carry-
on luggage novelty-sized base-
ball bats less than 24 inches
long, toy plastic bats, billiard
cues, skipoles, hockey sticks, la-
crosse sticks and two golf clubs.
Items like box cutters and razor
blades are still prohibited.

There has been a gradual
easing of some of the secu-
rity measures applied to air-
line passengers after the Sept.
11,2001, terrorist attacks. The
new policy conforms U.S. secu-
rity standards to international
standards and allows the TSA
to concentrate its energies on
more serious safety threats,
the agency said.

GUN CONTROL

Bill targets illegal
purchases of guns

WASHINGTON (AP) — In
Congress’ first gun votes since
the Newtown, Conn., shoot-
ings, the Senate Judiciary
Committee voted Thursday
to toughen federal penalties
against illegal firearms pur-
chases, even as senators sig-
naled that a deep partisan di-
vide remained over gun curbs.

The Democratic-led panel
voted 11-7 to impose penalties
of up to 25 years for people who
legally buy firearms but give
them to someone else for use
in a crime or to people legally
barred from acquiring weap-
ons. The panel’s top Republi-
can, Sen. Charles Grassley of
Iowa, cast the only GOP vote
for the measure.

President Barack Obama
urged lawmakers to vote on
gun curbs, including the bill
approved Thursday, which
lawmakers named for Hadiya
Pendleton, the Chicago teen-
ager who was fatally shot days
after performing at Obama’s
inauguration.

Congress should consider
those bills “because we need to
stop the flow of illegal guns to
criminals, and because Hadi-
ya’s family and too many other
families really do deserve a
vote,” he said at an Interior
Department ceremony.

The parties’ differences were
underscored when senators
debated a proposal by Sen. Di-
anne Feinstein, D-Calif., to ban
assault weapons and high-ca-
pacity ammunition magazines.
Democrats have noted that
such firearms have been used
in many recent mass shootings.

“The time has come, Amer-
ica, to step up and ban these
weapons,” said Feinstein, a
lead sponsor of a 1994 assault
weapons ban that expired a
decade later. She added, “How
could I stand by and see this
carnage go on?”

The response from Repub-
licans was that banning such
weapons was unconstitutional,
would take firearms from law-
abiding citizens, and would
have little impact because only
a small percentage of crimes
involve assault weapons or
magazines carrying many
rounds of ammunition.

“Are we really going to pass
another law that will have zero
effect, then pat ourselves on
the back for doing something
wonderful?” said Sen. John
Cornyn of Texas, the No. 2 Sen-
ate Republican.

The two other bills would
require background checks
for nearly all gun purchases

Behind scenes, Nixon
stood against handguns

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Few presidents in modern
times have been as interested
in gun con-
trol as Rich-
ard Nixon,
of all people.
He proposed
ridding the
market of
Saturday
night spe-
cials, con-
templated banning handguns
altogether and refused to pan-
der to gun owners by feigning
interest in their weapons.

Several previously unre-
ported Oval Office record-
ings and White House memos
from the Nixon years show a
conservative president who
at times appeared willing to
take on the National Rifle
Association, a powerful gun
lobby then as now, even as his
aides worried about the polit-
ical ramifications.

“Idon’t know why any indi-
vidual should have a right to
have a revolver in his house,”
Nixon said in a taped conver-
sation with aides. “The kids
usually kill themselves with
it and so forth.” He asked why
“can’t we go after handguns,
period?”

Nixon went on: “I know
the rifle association will be
against it, the gun makers
will be against it.” But “peo-
ple should not have hand-
guns.” Helaced his comments
with obscenities, as was typi-
cal.

Nixon made his remarks
in the Oval Office on May 16,
1972, the day after a would-be
assassin shot and paralyzed
segregationist presidential
candidate George Wallace. As
president, Nixon never pub-
licly called for a ban on all

Nixon

handguns. Instead, he urged
Congress to pass more mod-
est legislation banning Sat-
urday night specials, which
were cheaply made, easily
concealed and often used by
criminals.

Not all of the president’s
men appeared to share his
passion on the issue. The re-
cordings and memos show
that Nixon administration
officials saw gun control as a
political loser.

Nixon, a Republican, did
say publicly that if Con-
gress passed a ban on Satur-
day night specials, he would
sign it. But in a sign of how
potent the NRA was even 40
years ago, this narrow piece
of legislation never made it to
his desk, and there is no sign
that he ever sent a draft bill
to Capitol Hill.

Today, President Barack
Obama faces similar hur-
dles in trying to ban assault
weapons and large-capacity
ammunition magazines. Gun
control advocates say no one
needs such powerful weap-
ons to kill an intruder or take
down an animal. In Nixon’s
time, the argument of such
advocates was that Saturday
night specials were too poorly
made to be relied on for self-
defense or hunting.

“Let me ask you,” Nixon
said to Attorney General
John Mitchell in June 1971,
“there is only one thing you
are checking on, that’s the
manufacture of those $20
guns? We should probably
stop that.” Saturday night
specials sold for $10 to $30 at
the time. Mitchell responded
that banning those guns
would be “pretty difficult,
actually,” because of the gun
lobby.

and provide around $40 mil-
lion a year for schools to buy
security equipment. The com-
mittee was expected to vote on
those measures and the assault
weapons ban on Tuesday.
Thursday’s debate made it
clear that despite recent mass
slayings, new gun restrictions
face a difficult path in a Con-
gress in which the National
Rifle Association and con-
servative voters have a loud
voice. Obama proposed a broad

package of gun curbs in Janu-
ary, including a call for back-
ground checks for nearly all
gun purchases and an assault
weapons ban.

Solid opposition from Re-
publicans, and likely resis-
tance from moderate Demo-
crats from GOP-leaning states,
seems all but certain to doom
the assault weapons ban when
gun bills reach the full Senate,
probably in April. The fate of
the other bills is uncertain.
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