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‘Obamacare’ enrollment low

Democrats are growing
impatient as problems
persist with the health
care exchange.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Add
simmering Democratic discon-
tent to the problems plaguing
“Obamacare,” now that first-
month enrollment figures are
out.

The White House is rushing
to come up with an unspeci-
fied fix as early as this week to
counter the millions of health
coverage cancellations going
to consumers, at the same time
it promises improvements in a
federal website so balky that
enrollments totaled fewer than
27,000 in 36 states combined.

The White House also is tak-
ing a more open approach to
changes in the law itself. “We
welcome sincere efforts,” pres-
idential press secretary Jay
Carney said Wednesday at the
White House as Democratic
impatience grew over a pro-
gram likely to be at the center

BRIEFS

2 Nigerian groups are
designated terrorists

WASHINGTON — Two
Islamist groups in Nigeria have
been added to the State Depart-
ment’s list of foreign terrorist
organizations for killing thou-
sands of people and threatening
Westerners in West Africa, U.S.
officials said Wednesday.

Boko Haram and a splinter
group, Ansaru, were named to
the federal roster of terrorist
groups after U.S. officials deter-
mined that they had received
training and some financ-
ing from the Qaida affiliate in
North Africa.

The listing makes it a fed-
eral crime to knowingly pro-
vide support to the groups. It
also blocks them from the U.S.
financial system and enables
banks to freeze their U.S. assets.
The State Department previ-
ously had named three of Boko
Haram’s leaders to its global
terrorism sanctions list.

Experts don’t believe either
group has strong enough U.S.
links to be greatly harmed by
the financial penalties.

Israeli settlement

plans add to tension

JERUSALEM — New plans
for Israeli settlements in the
West Bank are adding fresh
tension to the country’s already
stressed relations with the
United States and the Palestin-
ians.

The announcement Tuesday
of long-term development plans

of next year’s midterm elec-
tions for control of Congress.

After weeks of highly pub-
licized technical woes, the
administration had said in
advance the enrollment num-
bers would fall far short of ini-
tial expectations.

They did, easily.

A paltry 26,794 people
enrolled for health insurance
during the first, flawed month
of operations for the federal
“Obamacare” website.

Adding in enrollment of
more than 79,000 in the 14 states
with their own websites, the
nationwide number of 106,000
October sign-ups was barely
one-fifth of what officials had
projected — and a small frac-
tion of the millions who have
received private coverage can-
cellations as aresult of the fed-
eral law.

The administration said
an additional 1 million people
have been found eligible to buy
coverage in the markets, with
about one-third qualifying
for tax credits to reduce their
premiums. Another 396,000
have been found eligible for

that would add 20,000 housing
units in West Bank settlements
was met with surprise and con-
cern by U.S. officials.

“Our position on the settle-
ments is quite clear: We do not
accept the legitimacy of con-
tinued settlement activity,”
said State Department spokes-
woman Jen Psaki in a daily
media briefing.

The U.S. has expressed con-
cern over steps that are “not
conducive” to peace negotia-
tions with the Palestinians,
she said, “and settlements is
certainly one of them.”

Palestinian accused

of stabbing Israeli

JERUSALEM — An Israeli
soldier was stabbed to death
on board a bus by a Palestinian
teenager Wednesday morning,
Israeli police and military offi-
cials said.

According to police and eye-
witnesses, the Tel-Aviv-bound
bus made a stop in the north-
ern town of Afula when a young
passenger pulled out a knife
and stabbed the soldier, who
was napping while en route to
his army base.

Citizens and security guards
seized the suspect and turned
him over to the police, while
medics treated the soldier for
critical injuries. Eden Atias,
19, died of his wounds shortly
afterward in the hospital.

< Daily News wire reports
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Medicaid, which covers low-
income people.

Republicans were unmoved.

“Even with the adminis-
tration’s Enron-like account-
ing, fewer people have signed
up for Obamacare nationwide
than the 280,000 who’ve already
lost their plan in Kentucky as
a result of Obamacare man-
dates,” Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky, said.

Administration officials and
senior congressional Demo-
crats expressed confidence
in the program’s future. “We
expect enrollment will grow
substantially throughout the
next five months,” said Health
and Human Services Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius, who is in
overall charge.

“Even with the issues we’'ve
had, the marketplace is work-
ing and people are enrolling,”
she added.

Despite the expressions, the
White House raced to reassure
anxious Democrats who are
worried about the controver-
sial program, which they voted
into existence three years ago
over Republican opposition as

The Seattle Times

WASHINGTON — Staking
a major investment in early-
childhood education —and in
defiance of federal austerity —
a group of lawmakers is pro-
posing to offer free preschool
to all 3- and 4-year-olds from
low- and moderate-income
families.

The bill, introduced
Wednesday, is an ambi-
tious follow-up to President
Obama’s pledge during his
February State of the Union
address to narrow early learn-
ing deficits, where some chil-
dren enter kindergarten
already reading and others
unable to write their names.

The Strong Start for Amer-
ica’s Children Act calls for
spending $34 billion in the first
five years alone. Among other
things, the money would pay
for voluntary preschool for
kids from households with
up to twice the poverty level
($47,100 for a family of four),

strong now as it was then.

Senate Democrats arranged
a closed-door meeting for mid-
day Thursday in the Capitol
with White House officials, who
held a similar session Wednes-
day with the House rank and
file.

So far, five Senate Democrats
are on record in support of leg-
islation by Sen. Mary Landrieu,
D-La., to make sure everyone
can keep their present coverage
if they want to. The bill would
require insurance companies
to continue offering existing
policies, even if they fall short
of minimum coverage require-
ments in the law.

The measure haslittle appar-
ent chance at passage, given
that it imposes a new mandate
on the insurance industry that
Republicans will be reluctant
to accept.

At the same time, a vote
would at least permit Demo-
crats to say they have voted to
repair some of the problems
associated with the Affordable
Care Act, as many appear eager
to do.

Democrats propose
preschool expansion

raise education requirements
for preschool teachers and
help boost their pay to parity
with K-12 teachers.

Studies have repeatedly
found correlation between
early-childhood education
and later payoffs, both per-
sonal and societal, including
higher wages and academic
achievements and reduced
costs for health-care and social
services.

In 2012, the two programs
cost an average of $6,300 per
student.

Joel Ryan, executive direc-
tor of Washington State
Association of Head Start
& ECEAP, said the legisla-
tion was notable for its scope.
Rather than working with
fixed block grants, states
would get matching funds
from the federal government
to cover the cost of education
for all eligible children. States
also would be encouraged to
expand preschool to kids from
higher-income households.
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The Potter League 87 Oliphant Lane, Middletown, RT 02842

Available for Adoption

If Cody were in High
School, he would be voted
Most School Spirited! This
2 year old Basset mix loves
to play, run and be active.
Cody would do great in a
home with older children
and would benefit from
some obedience training.

www.PotterLeague.org

Potter League

Enriching Lives

846.8276

Sponsored By

Newport Lamp & Shade Company
401-847-0228

PUBLIC MEETING
NAVAL STATION NEWPORT
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD (RAB)
MEETING

Wednesday, November 20,2013
Marriott - Courtyard
Newport Middletown
9 Commerce Drive

Middletown, RI
Meeting begins at 6:30 pm

You can meet fellow citizens and representatives
from the Navy, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, and the Rhode Island Department of
Environmental Management, and you can help
plan studies and restorations of cleanup sites.

For additional information and our schedule, go to
the RAB Internet Web Site at
www.rabnewportri.org. Additional information is
available at the Navy’s Internet Web Site at

http://go.usa.gov/Tsy.

If you have any questions, please call 401.841.7671.
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Montaup Grille

*_ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
FREE APPETIZERS -Fi. & sat. 4 p.m.-Close

w/purchase of an entrée

LOBSTER MADNESS «-.*11.95
Friday & Saturday - Prime Rib %12.95
Friday & Saturday - FiSh'N'ChipS wl cup of chowder $7.95

Breakfast ¢« Lunch ¢ Dinner * 7
Tues. 1I-7pm, Wed. 11-8pm, Thur. & Fri. [I-2pm, Sat. 8-8pm, Sun 8-7pm
500 Anthony Road, Portsmouth, RI e« 401-683-0955

DISCOVER + CONNECT » CHANGE

CROSS POINT %,

CHURCH

CrossPoint Church is hosting a
passionate Night Of Worship

The Worship Night this Friday evening will raise a
free will offering that will go to those affected by
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines.

We have several people in our church community that have
family members affected by this destruction. Let’s come out and
pray and give. An Intimate time of Worship as well as lifting up
the name of Jesus Christ. A time of Prayer as we intercede for our
community, region and the nations. A time of Fellowship as we
gather with other churches to promote the Unity of Believers.

14 Rhode Island Ave., Newport

/’
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R E S T A U R A N T

Monday thru Frida
Buy one Lunch entrée and Get one FREE!

Wed. Thurs. and Friday

Dinner for two with a bottle of wine $27.99
Choose White or Red Wine

Prime Rib Mondays:

Prime Rib with Au Jus Dinner $15.95
Includes Garden Salad, Mashed Potato, Fresh Vegetables
and a glass of white or red wine
Reserve the Harbor View Banquet Room for your
Holiday Party and receive Two Appetizer Trays Free!!
Call Lis DaCruz to book your function at (401)847-7437

The Pier Restaurant & Lounge
10 W. Howard Wharf, Newport, RI 02840
(401) 847-PIER ¢ The Pier-NewportRI.com

Email: thepiernewportri@gmail.com

JAMESTOWN COMMUNITY THEATRE
PRESENTS

ADVANCE TICKETS: m‘ﬁ

Children/Seniors: $5 -~

Adults: $10 GPEC\AL TICKET PRICES
Children/Teens 18 and underﬁ TH‘Q PLAY ONLY‘-

Seniors 65 and older
AT THE VOOR:
PERFORMANCES:

Sat, Nov.16 at 7:30pm
Sun, Nov.17 at 4pm
Fri, Nov.22 at 7:30pm

Sat, Nov. 23 at 7:30pm I
Sun, Nov. 24 at 4pm
TICKET OUTLETS:

Baker's Pharmacy 53 Narragansett Ave, Jamestown, RI
Conanicut Ship Store 20 Narragansett Ave, Jamestown, Rl
The Secret Garden 12 Southwest Ave, Jamestown, Rl
Cathryn Jamieson Salon 16 Narragansett Ave, Jamestown, Rl
Midnight Sun 13 West Main St, Wickford, RI
Pleasant Surprise 121 Swinbure Row, Newpart, Rl

ALL PERFORMANCES WILL BE HELD AT:

JAMESTOWN RECREATION CENTER
41 CONANICUS AVE, JAMESTOWN, Rl INFO: 423-2121

- Children/Teens/Seniors: §7
Adults: $12

Easy as pie
Expert bakers share recipes and secrets to help bring
the ideal Thanksgiving dessert to your table.

This Saturday in ... ‘
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