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Federal 
officials 

on 
Friday 

proposed 
adding the P

arris 
Island 

M
arine 

C
orps R

e- 
cruit 

D
epot to the S

uper-fund list 
of the na- 

tion’s 
m

ost 
hazardous 

sites 
after 

tests 
show

ed depot w
aste dum

ps w
ere 

contam
i- 

nating nearby shellfish. 
P

C
B

s, suspected cancer-causing 
chem

i- 
cals, have been found in oysters 

inhabiting 
tidal 

w
aters near the depot, the U

.S
. E

nvi- 
ronm

ental 
P

rotection 
A

gency 
said in 

a re- 
port. 

Tests dating 
to 

1986 found 
m

ercury, 
lead and other contam

inants 
in surface 

w
a- 

ter and soil on the 8,000-acre site. 
“W

ith 
any site that is proposed, there’s a 

potential 
for environm

ental 
dam

age and/or 
hum

an 
health 

problem
s,” 

said 
H

agan 
Thom

pson, a spokesm
an for 

the E
P

A
’s 

re- 
gional office in A

tlanta. 
The 

agency’s 
one-page 

sum
m

ary 
of 

w
hat‘s know

n about the depot paints 
an un- 

settling 
picture 

of 
toxic 

contam
inants 

threatening 
a sensitive coastal ecosystem

. 
R

unoff from
 the depot enters salt m

arsh- 
es and stream

s surrounding 
P

arris 
Island, 

the report said. S
everal bodies of w

ater 
15 

m
iles 

or 
less dow

nstream
, 

including 
the 

B
road R

iver, 
are used for 

fishing. 
Logger- 

head sea turtles, 
a threatened 

species, nest 
w

ithin 
the sam

e range. 
B

ut 
contam

inants 
are 

apparently 
not 

threatening 
drinking-w

ater 
supplies, 

Thom
pson said. 

“D
am

age 
to w

ildlife 
and the food chain 

is probably the bigger danger.” 
he said. 
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Depot 
Continued From Page 1A 

treatment plant. That plant draws 
its water from the Savannah River, 
which is not affected by runoff from 
the depot, the EPA report said. 

The depot was among six sites in 
the Southeast and two in South Caro
lina proposed Friday for the EPA's 
national priorities list under the Su
perfund program. The other South 
Carolina site is Aqua-Tech Environ
mental Inc. in Spartanburg County. 

Maj. Carol McBride of the U.S. 
Marine Corps said Friday afternoon 
that the Marines hadn't been offi
cially notified of the depot's pro
posed listing. 

"We don't have a lot of informa
tion available," McBride said. 

'·'We've known about the possibility 
that there were some potential 
(waste) sites." 

Thompson said the depot will 
have to be studied carefully to pin
point contaminated siles and 
cleaned up at public expense. He 
said there's no way to tell now what 
the cleanup would cost. 

The depot, spread between Parris 
Island and several smaller islands 
about four miles south of Beaufort, 
is mostly used for training Marine 
Corps recruits 

Its 8,000 acres include mo're than 
4,000 acres of salt marsh and tidal 
streams. 

Asked how the depot became con· 
taminated, Thompson said, "I think 
it's like most of these cases, il got 
there through years of not being 
careful about how wastes were dis
posed of." 

Thompson said most Superfund 
sites predate state and federal laws 

requiring proper disposal of hazard
ous wastes. 

"Prior to 1976, waste pretty much 
went anywhere on the 'back 40,' 
Farmer Jones' pasture or wherever 
they could find a place to put it." 

The EPA. report on the depot said 
numerous potentially hazardous 
waste sites have been identified at 
the installation. 

Wastes disposed of in three un
lined landfills at the depot have in
cluded empty pesticide containers, 
oils contaminated with PCBs (poly
chlorinated biphenyls) and mercury 
compounds. 

Mercury is a poisonous metal 
that can cause nerve damage or 
death in high doses. 

In addition, rinse-water from pes
ticide application containers and 
equipment was dumped from 1950 
until 1978 on dirt or grassy areas be
tween two Quonset huts. 

The EPA first tested the depot in 

1991, when it found "numerous" or
ganic compounds, including PCBs, 
in oysters from tidal waters near 
one of the landfills. The levels of 
PCBs were not indicated. 

Sites proposed for national priori
ty listing usually end up on the final 
list, Thompson said, and govern
ment property is not immune. 

"They're put on the list to height
en awareness that even the feds 
(federal government) have waste 
sites that need to be taken care of," 
he said. 

The other four proposed sites are 
Escambia Wood Treating in Pensa
cola, Fla.; Texas Eastern Kosciusko 
Compressor Station in Allala Coun
ty, Miss.; Cherry Point Marine 
Corps Station in Havelock, N.C.; and 
Arnold Engineering Development 
Center in Coffee and Franklin coun
ties, Tenn. 
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Maj. Carol McBride of the u.S. 
Marine Corps said Friday afternoon 
that the Marines hadn't been offi
cially notified of the depot's pro
posed listing. 

"We don't have a lot of informa
tion available," McBride said. 

'·'We've known about the possibility 
that there were some potential 
(waste) sites." 

Thompson said the depot will 
have to be studied carefully to pin
point contaminated siles and 
cleaned up at public expense. He 
said there's no way to tell now what 
the cleanup would cost. 

The depot, spread between Parris 
Island and several smaller islands 
about four miles south of Beaufort, 
is mostly used for training Marine 
Corps recruits 

Its 8,000 acres include moore than 
4,000 acres of salt marsh and tidal 
streams. 

Asked how the depot became con
taminated, Thompson said, "I think 
it's like most of these cases, il got 
there through years of not being 
careful about how wastes were dis
posed of." 

Thompson said most Superfund 
siles predate stale and federal laws 

UlCD 
~'< 
::ECD 
30::0 
~ ~ o 

CJ) 

:: 
o 
." 
m en 

o _. 
I--' 

_. 
~ 

~ 

requiring proper disposal of hazard
ous wastes. 

"Prior to 1976, waste pretty much 
went anywhere on the 'back 40,' 
Farmer Jones' pasture or wherever 
they could find a place to put it." 

The EPA. report on the depot said 
numerous potentially hazardous 
waste sites have been identified at 
the installation. 

Wastes disposed of in three un
lined landfills at the depot have in
cluded empty pesticide containers, 
oils conlaminated with PCBs (poly
chlorinated biphenyls) and mercury 
compounds. 

Mercury is a poisonous metal 
that can cause nerve damage or 
death in high doses. 

In addition, rinse-water from pes
ticide application containers and 
equipment was dumped from 1950 
until 1978 on dirt or grassy areas be
tween two Quonset huts. 

The EPA first tested the depot in 

1991, when it found "numerous" or
ganic compounds, including PCBs, 
in oysters from tidal waters near 
one of the landfills. The levels of 
PCBs were not indicated. 

Sites proposed for national priori
ty listing usually end up on the final 
list, Thompson said, and govern
ment property is not immune. 

"They're put on the list to height
en awareness that even the feds 
(federal government) have waste 
sites that need to be taken care of." 
he said. 

The other four proposed sites are 
Escambia Wood Treating in Pensa· 
cola, Fla.; Texas Eastern Kosciusko 
Compressor Station in Allala Coun· 
ty, Miss.; Cherry Point Marine 
Corps Station in Havelock, N.C.; and 
Arnold Engineering Development 
Center in Coffee and Franklin coun
ties, Tenn. 
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