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NOAA COMMENTS ON FEASIBILITY STUDY/CORRECTIVE MEASURES STUDY FOR
SITE/SWMU 1 – INCINERATOR LANDFILL, MARINE CORPS RECRUIT DEPORT,

PARRIS ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA, DATED  AUGUST 13, 2001

1. Comment:  The subject document presents four remedial alternatives.

a.  Alternative 1 - No action

b.  Alternative 2a – Removal of sediments that exceed ecological RGOs for pesticides and

inorganics to an on-site cap.  Sediments exceeding ecological and human health RGOs for PAH

would be monitored for natural attenuation.

c.  Alternative 2b - Removal and placement under an on-site cap of all sediments exceeding

ecological and human health RGOs for pesticides, inorganics and PAH.

d.  Alternative 3 - Removal and off-site disposal of sediments exceeding ecological and human

health RGOs for pesticides, inorganics and PAH.

NOAA concurs with recommendations by the South Carolina Department of Health and

Environmental Control as well as the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.  That is,

the most appropriate remedial solution for Site 1 is a modified Alternative 2a.  The modification

includes the removal of PAH-contaminated sediments in a small (≈1/2 acre) area west of the

upland portion of Site 1 (see Figure 3-2).

The report's proposal to monitor natural attenuation of PAH-contaminated sediments was not

accompanied by any modeling that established the nature and duration of expected attenuation of

petroleum compounds to ecological and human health RGOs.

Response:  The Navy concurs with NOAA’s comments.

2.  Comment:  The proposed cap/enclosure remedial solution should be designed and constructed

to eliminate migration of contaminants to adjacent surface waters or sediments either by erosion

or by the discharge of ground water.  To that end, long-term monitoring and a contingency plan

should be part of the selected remedy for Site 1.  It is premature to specify the exact timing and

frequency of monitoring.
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Response:  The Navy concurs with NOAA’s comment.  The frequency of monitoring will be

developed in a long term monitoring plan.  The values presented in the report are for information

only and serve as the basis for the cost estimate.

3.  Comment:  NOAA concurs with comments by South Carolina personnel that areas impacted by

sediment excavation should be actively restored to functioning saltmarsh habitat.  NOAA is

anxious to work with other members of the Parris Island MCRD Partnering Team to identify

innovative, cost-effective remedial solutions that minimize chemical risks and enhance habitat

restoration.

Response:  The Navy concurs with NOAA’s comment.  The details for returning the area to a

functioning salt water marsh will be established during the design activities.


