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Technical Review Committee Update

Naval Shipyard proposés cleanup sténdards,

public input will be encouraged

As the environmental program at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
moves from investigation and data collection toward the "action
phase," the Technical Review éommitteg, or TRC;, for the
restoration project met to discuss protection standards for air,
waﬁer, qrounanter, and soil that will'guide future actions.. The

Shipyard project is moving toward the remedial or "corrective

action" phase.

The TRC includes shipyard and Navy engineers, residents of
the Kittery-Portsmouth area, the Kittery town manager, regulators
from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Maine

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and trustees from
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the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Maine Department of

Marine Resources.

"This is where we have to start looking at the standards
that are necessary for the cleanup," said Jim Tayon, the

Shipyard’s project engineer.

“We are proposing standards that will protect human health
and the environment now and in the future for each ‘medium’:
soil, groundwater, air, surface water, and sediment," the Naval
Facilities Enqineetiﬁg Command project manager, Debbie Carlson,
stated "and we'are pfoposing stanéards for any relea;es of

contaminants from the 13 former disposal sites on the yard."

According to Tayon, these standards being proposed are based
on regqulatory guidelines from the state and federal governments,
background levels of chemical contaminants that afe naturally
occurring here, and the human health risk analysis performed as
part of the investigation at the shipyard. EPA Region I and the
State of Maine Department of Environmental Protection will make

final determinations on the proposed cleanup standards.

The media protection standards proposal is now being looked
at;by the Committee members and will soon be in the Kittery and

. (MORE)
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Portsmouth public libraries for public inspection. On January
25th, a public information workshop will be held at the Kittery
Lions Club to present the methodology, proposals and latest news

to local residents.

“Following the January 25th public workshop, EPA will also
‘conduct a public comment period including a public hearing
possibly as early as February," said Ernie Waterman of EPA

Region I.

"This hearing will be a formal procedure," Waterman
explained, "where residents are encouraged to ask questions and
make comments. Unlike the Navy workshops,-howevér,'the purpose
of this hearing is to take comments, all of which will be
responde& to in writing." The hearing will be moderated by the
EPA and there will be a'stenogripher recording all citizen

comments.

Like the Navy wofkshop, Waterman expects to hold the hearing
in the evening at a Xittery location. The date, expected in
spring, will be announced in news releases and advertisements and

mailings will be sent to interested citizens.

Other Business

(MORE)
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Shipyard Commandet, Navy Captain Lance Horne, began the TRC
meeting by discussing the interim capping project that is
underway at the Shipyard‘s salvage yard. The project, begun in
mid-October, will provide a clay, cement, and fabric barrier to
prevent lead~contaminated soil at the yard from entering the
Piscatagqua river, groundwater and air at the Shipyard. The $300
thousana contract went to STS Construction of East Lebanon,
Maine, with health and safety monitoring being performed by

Industrial Hygiene of New England located in Biddeford, Maine.

‘Also addressed was the resignation of Maria Barth from the
TRC. Maria will be devoting more timc to her new position as
Town Council chairman. Her resignation was accepted with regret.
“Maria has given a lot of time and effort to keeping up with this
project," said Tayon. "The time she spent attending meetings and
reviewing documents was considerable. She will certainly be

missed."

The Shipyard is presently considering nominations from local
interested residents to take Barth’s place on thé Commitfee. "We
would like someone who not only wi}l be willing to review our
technical work, but also, we want ;hat person to be available to
members of the public who afe iptcrested in the project, said

Tayon."

(MORE)
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Accofding to Tayon, the vacant seat should be filled by a
local person who has a technical background, is able to spend
time to review technical reports and deqision documents, and is
able to attend daytime meetings held every 40 days or so.

Anyone with a nomination-can call Tayon at (207) 438-3832.

Robert Johnston, project-coordinat6r for the Shipyard’s
~Piscataqua River/Great Bay Estuary study, also gave a progress
report. He expects to conclude fieid work this Fall and finish
the reports documenting the research and monitoring results
withih the next year. According to Tayon, the Navy is targeting
a spring or summer public workshop to provide residents a

complete picture of the project.
If you would like more information, please call the Shipyard

Project Engineer, Jim Tayon, telephone (207) 438-3832, fax 438-
1535/3526.
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