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Navy caps battery site

Measure
marks new
phase of

. cleanup

By Lars Trodson
Herald Staff

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL
SHIPYARD — A one-month,
$300,000 project to cap a lead-
battery salvage yard at Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard is al-
most complete, ushering in an
eraof environmental cleanup at
the facility. .

Jim Tayon, the yard’s envir-
onmental public affairs officer,
said he would tour the two-acre
site today to inspect the project.
Capping is an interim measure,
part of a federal Environmental
Protection Agency plan toclean

up old waste-disposal sites at .

the yard.

Tayon said the shipyard's
Technical Review Committee is
entering its “corrective-action
phase” of ¢ealing with 13 sites
idzetified as coniaminated ear-
lier this year. .

“This is where we have to
start looking at the standards
that are necessary for the clea-
nup,” said Tayon.

“We are proposing standards
that will protect human health
and the environment now and
in the future for soil, groundwa-
ter, air, surface water and sedi-
ment,” said Debbie Carlson, the

facilities engineering com-
mand project manager at the
Navy yard. “And we are propos-
ing standards for any releases

Workers earlier this month install layers of fabric web and bentonite clay over a hazard waste site at
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Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. Twelve inches of rock and cement will be place on top ofthe geotextile

layers.

-of contaminants from the 13 for-
mmer disposal sies a2 the rard.”

Tha E2A Wil aso sponser &
public -hearing on all related
shipyard environmental mat-
ters on Jan. 25 at the Kittery
Lion’s Club.

“This will be a formal proce-
dure,” said Tayon. “The pur-
pose of this hearing is to take
comments, all of which will be
responded to in writing.”

The capped battery salvage
yard is located on the south side
of Seavey Island. adjacent tothe
Piscataqua River. It can be seen
from New Castle.

Priorto 1970, the salvage yard
was used to recycle lead-acid

batteries.

Ciner materiai. t
salvage yard, like most
vards of its day, is contami-
nated with heavy metals, such
aslead,” accordingtoa pressre-
lease issued by Tayon.
Theold salvage yard is nolon-
ger used to store hazardous

-

~ materials.

A contractor from Maine
smonthed the salvage yard's top
out and installed a protective
layer of clay textile and a
12-inch thick layer of rock and
cement. .

“The purpose of the concrete
cap is to prevent the soil from

(Navy photo)

washing into the river (or) the
grouncdwarer. or to become
Rlown away ov the wind,” zaid
the press release. '

The process also includes the
installation of new, storm-
water-control, catch basins and
piping to keep rainwater clean
before it runs off the surface of
the salvage yard and into the
river.

The Technical Review Com-
mittee has been one member
short since the resignation of
Maria Barth, who was named
chairman of the Kittery. Town
Council. Anyone with a nomi.
nation can call Jim Tayon at
207-438-3832.




