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S contammatnon:

. from past hazardous waste practic- -
es.: Even if the yard-is-ordered -to-

shut down durmg the: 1995 base clo-
sure process, the Navy will have to
continue funding ¢leanup efforts
there, officials said.

“The. Department of Defense is
committed to clean 'ip the sites,”
Jim Tayon of the shipyard’s environ-
mental affairs office . told about 40
people attending the public session at
the Kittery Lions hall.

Navy spokeswoman Debble Carl
son noted there is also funding for en-
virenmental cleanup provided in the
base closure process. The bases se-
lected for closure determine the ac-
tual amount of funding set aside for
cleanup, she said.

The workshop Tuesday was held to

- provide. information about media

protection ‘standards-being proposed
by the Navy for elements of the envi-
ronment being studied during the
cleanup process.

These elements of the environment
- or media - being studied are soil,
air, groundwater, surface water and
sediment.. The  Navy has proposed,
standards in an attempt to measure
the human health and environment
-risk factors for-contaminating chem-
icals.

The'discussion during the 2%-hour
session touched on several other top-
ics as well,

The arsenic found in surface soils
is a minute quantity, and would only
be considered a risk if a child ate a
certain amount of dirt every day for
26-years, according to Tayon.

Of the 30 samples which were tak-

en at the shipyard; only. two ap-
proached . the standards, and they
may have to be rechecked, he added.
The arsenic could be from old pesti-
cides or herbicides which were once
used there, Tayon said.

" “We don’t know where it came
from,” he said,-

The scrap yard and adJacent resi-
dential areas will  require “further
cleanup, according to Eileen Mahon- -
ey, a_ Philadelphia contractor hired .
by the Nayy to take part in the study.

However ‘she said the Aair;.and’7;
ponds at the shipyard were found:to -
be safe, and while groundwater sam-
ples . exceededthe standards, “the’
: groundwater is-not considered'a risk
becauSe i lS not used for drmklng ¥

S ) ‘

The salvage 'yard!was:.capped:last:
year by a cover of puncture-proof
fabric, a clay ceiling ; layer -another, -
layer of the" fabric. and! rock,: 'l‘ayon
said. Exlstmg gaps ‘will have'to. ‘be .

fl“ed in the spring,-he added. 1. i

+.The capiis only.a temporary mea-
sure, Tayon sajd. ,
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. Another- area- »ofwconcern is the:
Jamalca Island ' landfill;*:where . a:
- study<is being conducted to_deter-'
mine the possible” seepage of cliemi-:
cal contaminants'into the estuary of
- thé Piscataqua River. :

Mercury waste has been buried in

-concrete blocks in the landfill, and a

-one-man German submarine is bur- .
‘ied there as well, accordmg to Tay-
on.

Shipyard hxstorxan Jim" Dolph said
this~ morning the World War .11
Molch-type midget submarine was.
captured during the war.and sent to~
the shipyard, where it was placed on
display near the gymnasium :

Over the years it rusted and de-
cayed ‘to the’ point where it was be-
yond salvaging,. Dolph said. The sub-
marine, which was about 7 meters
long and could travel 6 knots under-
water, carried. two torpedoes. and
was used toward the end -of World
War II against Allied. supply lines off
the coast of Europe.

Navy scientist Robert K. Johnston

said chemical concentrations in-the
lower estuaries show elevated levels
of lead, chromium and mercury..:
" Researchers must determine: the.
source of the chemicals. and whether
the .concentrations are at harmful
levels. They are currently looking for
indications of a potentlal ‘problem,
Johnston said.”

Standards will be proposed for the
offshore portion of the study at a lat-
er:- date. Tuesday’s "meeting was

_scheduled to discuss‘proposed stand-

ards involving the onshore portion.

However, Kittery -resident . and
Southern Maine ,Techmcal College.
senior Mark Lipoma, who is studying
énvironmental technology, 'said
offshore contamination levels are his
biggest concern. ..

“I thirik that’s what a lot of the
concerns - were tomght ” Llpoma
said.- -°
~ The . college - student - saxd he is
adoptmg a ‘“wait-and-see attitude”
for the time being, although he is im-

’

pressed with the work done by the

various orgamzatlons 1nvolved m the
effort \ ok

well " he'said. o .
“Ernest Waterman of.;the Envi ons
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~“mental” Protection~A ency.: ‘empha-
isized - jthat -ithe  ‘media’ protection
.standards are.only;in. draftform, and
must.be. approved-by. both the, EPA
nd:the-Maine:Department :of- En
-ronmental Protection, A4
lic. comment. period
proval: could begin
February B
: . Copies_ of .the proposal’ are avall-

“able for review at the public lxbraries )
in Kitt Hit '
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