
 
 

N00102.AR.001819
NSY PORTSMOUTH

5090.3a
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LETTER REGARDING PROPOSED HAZARDOUS WASTE STORAGE FACILITY AT NSY
PORTSMOUTH ME

4/11/1994
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION



AUGUSTA 

STATE OF MAINE ~OL!d 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
JOHN R. McKERNAN, JR. 
GOVERNOR' 

! ~ . 

April 11, 1994 
1:, , 

Mr. Kenneth Plaisted 
Director;Bn.viroI1ment~1 
Envirol~lnem~l Affahs'Office 
Portsnl,~~th' Naval~hipy~u:cj, 

, ;. "', ,"' ( "~to 

Portsm<;>,l.nh, ~.JI. 0~804-50PPi 

De~r Ken: 

/- yR-, 
'! V' 

, ; 

" 

, " 

, . 
; " 

DEAN C. MARRIOTT 
COMMISSIONER 
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Both Joan Jones ot'theDepartment's RCRA Hazar~ous Waste Licensi'11gi PrograJTI and I 
met last week to discuss the Navy's proposed Hazardous Waste Storage Facility at' ., 

.. "PQrtsIJ:lo;u,~h N,a~al SJlipy,ard,.: /,t issue is the proximity of the pr?pos~d new facility to 
SWMU ttl 1 ,,sWMU # 11 is located under the concrJete roll off 'pad in the sup'port area at 
the exisilng facility. tl}is ro11of£ ar~a is' ~lS;O'~iJse'd a{a lic~nsedstorage anclitransferarea 
for s~lid and 'sPY:<;iql \~ast~~. " 'I -;,' ,~, -, . ' i: Ii' " ;'1 ,'/ 
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It is mis,lei:ld~ng._to p.qrtrc;ty SWM;Uj!l) ~s iner~ly 'the lQcati6n tWtwo !r~rhoved'7300 
gallon "waste oil tanks". The wa!stes disposecl"8f 1ft' tHese tank'biepol'teHiy include 1 

degreasers, lubricating oil, and waste fuel oils and possibly include other unknown 
hazardous wastes. When the tanks were removed in 1989, Department staff observed 
gross soil contamination in every direction of the excavation. Soil removed from the 
excavation during the tank removals was stockpiled on-site. The stockpile.dsoil was 
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sampled and designated as hazardous waste. As part of the tank rernoval;\approxi'iila,te1y 
370 cubic yards of contaminated soil was hauled off-site in March 1990. To date, the 
extent of soil contamination at SWMU #11 has 'not been defined or fulllcharacterized. 
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No remediation other than the tank removals'i'ii' 1989 Ii ave oc'curred at SwMU #ll[ 
N'li· 'f:CP" . 

Soil sample analyses taken by Department staff from the sidewalls of the exqlVation after 
the tank removals showed extremely elevated levels of metals,(,p,a(tiClJlarly/le~d~ :Fhe soil 
samples contaIned a series of hydrocarbons C 12-C22, which res~I;~ble \either weat~er~~ 
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#1 or #2 fuel oil at an approxiI11~t~Y.9n<;entrat,ion of 1,900,00Q ppb. The gto'tihdwa:ter' 
sample results show elevated le;v:'Yl~.6f freQn '~p~f oth~r'vdHitH~s, '~?" ' " ,." 
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Freon was detected in monitoring wells JW-16B and JW-16 in several rounds of 
groundwater sampling conducted during the RCRA Facility in,-;estigatidfJ': !:Frd:Hi\~aS 
detected in monitoring well JW -16B at concentrations of appi~xfmatel)'rc~?0pp8-and 46 
ppb and in monitoring well JW -16 at concentrations of app.rd~ri1)ai~ly '~:300"ppb, 3,700 
ppb, and 62,000 ppb. In response to Department comments i;l1?~tit 'the p(h's]bie sotii'ce of 
the freon at SWMU #11, the Navy responded that freon still bdttoll1sl!ien'erated~fShop 
X-99 may have been disposed at SWMU #11. Number 4 fuel oil and number 6 fuel oil 
were also detected in monitoring well JW-16, at 5.3 ppm and 14 ppm respectively. 
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Haliburton NUS, the Navy's contractor for the RCRA Corrective Action p.rogram, will b'e 
conducting additional inves~igations at SWMU #11 this field season to determine the 
nature and extent of potential plumes of volatile and semi-volatile organic compounds 
detected in the vicinity of SWMU #11. The Department recommends that soil and 
groundwater samples should also be an;11yzed for metals, PCB's, and pesticides. 

, ,. 

There is documented evidence of groundwater and soil contamil1atiph at SWN1U #11: 
The extent of contamination at SWMU #11 must be defined pdlSr t6 licensing'the " 
proposed new facility. The contamination must also be fylly, chatadeIiz,ed. 'At a' 
minimum, the Department recommends that test-pits be dug in the loca'tlon of the 
proposed new facility and soil samples be collected for analysis around the existing 
facility to confiIm that there is no contamination in that area. It may be possible and 
necessary to remo"e hot,spo~s pri<;:>r to constructiOI1 of the new Hazardous Waste Storage 
Facility., .,' ",!."'" ".' ,"A' I, . ,.; ", 
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It.would not l;le,f,easonable ~9 move for~ard wi~h the licen$in'g of the proposed Hazardous 
Waste Stqi:age Faci1ity,.jn ligh~ of thy' u.~9wnl ~ontamination' at SWMlf#11 'tihd the 
proximity of SWMU #11 to the proposed'tacHity. ' Ids not1knoWrl ifSWMU #'11 has" 
contaminated the area under the proposed facility. The Dep·~i·tniel1t recomrhends !that the 
N av~, ffiye\ with, llS to oi~russ thi,~ ,pro blem. T~e p\lrPo,se! 'l.t, ,\his meeting shoulq be to 
explore anexpe,dlted pJap of ;lction iQ in.vestig'ate' arid further cfiaraCterii~ sWMu # 11. 
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DIvision of Oil & azardq),ls Waste Facili,ties Regulation' 
Bureau of Hazardous Materials &. Solid W~ste Control ., 
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