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Article did a
| disservice

To the ‘Editory

I am very concerned that
your March 22 artlcle gbout
the health riske of sating -
fish from Portsmouth, Harbor
didn’t quite tell thet whole -
story, ‘and may hurther con-
fuse your readers about. this
'} dmportant issue.
: our story ‘wes based on
coverage of a recent meeting
of the Restovation Advisory
Board (#AB), which advlses
the-Navy on Issues related
to the ongoing: @entification
znd cleanap. of toxic wesles
at the Portsmouth Naval -
Shipyard, The boayd was
hearing a presentation on
the developnent of envivon-
mental protection standards
for water and sedirients sur-
rotinding the shipyard (o
answar the guestion, “how
clean I clean?), and @ por- -
tion of that presentation in-,
volved the: discussion of pre-
.| liminary resnlts of gn ohgo-
1 g Homan Heaith Risk As-
[ } - sessment {which attempts to
avisivet the: question “are the
fish safe 1o eat?"),

A raport from the federat
Agenicy for Toxic Substantes
‘and Disease Repistry
{ATSDR) was referred to in
your article as concluding
that the pablic s hot at risk

. fromi eating fish or shellfish.
from areas around the ship-
vard. 'The fact of the matter
is that ATSDR s not empow-!
| ered o make sueh a deter-
| mination.and no vepresenta-
tive fromn that agency was at_
the RAR meefing to explain
their reéport (ot surpris-
ingly, sluce it wasn’t the -
| real suibfect of the. meethg)

',Léﬁers to the Eefior
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The agentles actually re-
sponsible for Hetermining the
safefy of fish consuption
and whether or not o jssue
& health advisory are the
Malne Dépirtment of Hyman
Services, the Maine Depart-
mont of Envivonmental Bro-
tectlon, and thefr coumter-
parts'in New Hampshire,
none of whom were con- .
sultedi for the g}-lhclgi ’lhesrgr .
agenc 6 ave stitl wi

data: and analysim%'o
the Navy beford any official
vemment rononncement
@ {5sue,. From
what I hear. the process Is
expected to be concluded in
the next few njonthe, and
T'm sure that they will be
willing to explain their deci-
sion in detail then

- .In short; tie. 1ea1 story Is
that {he Jury 1s still -out on
whether it is truly safe to
eat fish snd shellfish from
areas around the shipmd, <
especially for women of
cbildbearlng age,-childron

" and subslstence Hshevs, T
msllze that 1t's clten tempt.
Ing ta fumg on 8 positive

. suunding &loty or 4 simple

angwer to 4 MHeated
; lseue, but the p lic {5 viot
welbgarved when ¢ media

Jumps ‘tha gun and way.bave
fo eat its words later,
Doug: Bogen
Community €g-chalr
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