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Letters to the' Editor 

Article did a 
'disservice 

To tbeEdltor: . 

___ ' __ ~. _._.0 __ 

r anI vcryconcemeC\ that Tho agenCIes a~fually re- " 
your March ~ artlc:lelibout spoJ\sible fortletermlnlgg the 
the llealtb riskQ·of·et\~g . safety offl!hQOm.umptian 
fish fi~m Portslllouth; Harbor anii whether or not to .IssUe 
cUdn't qUite teU ~hat whOle a hfl<llth advisory arlt th~ 
story,a:nd ~llay 1\Ir!.'her con- MaIne neparfl1l~llt or'~ 
fu8f.! yout' l'.eaders,abouttbJs ,Se~jCI]II, the Maine ;Depart-
lmpOt.tant issue. mont of Envhwlmentai Pl"O< 

Your s,torywas based on tecUon,an" their wunter· 
CO\'«cwe of a recent meeting PtIrts lin· NeW HB1liPsb1re. 
or'tlle Restoration Advisory nOne or whom were' con. , 
Boiu.~d, (RAn), which advises Gulted fOr the article, lJ.'hese 
tbe 'l\favY on. Issues. related agonefes are .sUll wafting tor· 
to . the ongoiltg fa~ntlnr.a(lon 'lnOre data. and analysis O:orn 
and cleanup of tcxic wastes the Navy b!lfoIOlUty oftlcJal 
at the POtismouthNavaJ '. ~vCl'nlIlent Pl"Ol10nnoement 
Sldpysrd. Th.e board was j is hIadc on Ute, issue, From 

tbe development of euvlron· tlJ[pClltoo to 00 conclulkd in heart. raga Jll~.s.ent.aU .... :.on .... on . W.h.'.Bt rhea .. r '.' th.~. 1>1'0.OOIiS Is 
montal Pl'oteetillR stanCiards the next few t1lont~. and 
tor w1\ter and s(ldiments tur- bn .sute that they' W1U. be 
mtttldJng the shJpyard (to .~ wJllfng to explain theft decl­
answer tlle question. "how '&1011 In detail· then, \ " 
clean 1$ clean?"). and a POl" :In short; Utel'oal story Is 
tion of that presentation in·, ~at theJtJry.i&sUUOI,ll on 
valved the df$ilU8sfon or P);'Co whether it il truI¥ safe to 
lfnibJary results of 4ll. onso' eat f'ab and . shellfish from 
iJ:t1l Haman H.~alth Rh~k As- Gtea8 &'ound ~ shlp~, 
!lesstncnt (which attempts to espectillb' f9l' WOl:llilI1.Oi' ' 
ansl'Vcrthe question "are the dlildbe8tfng agel;~lIdnm 
fish safe to ea.t?"), pnd f;ubs:istence llsner&, 1 

A repor:ttrom.thefllaeral ;realIze tltatlt's often. tempt-
A.mlCy for ToxfeSubsttmoes Plg to jump on a positive 
alld DIsease ~gistry , soundingsioxy 01." n simple 
(AT$[)R) wa. a relerr.ed to in 'aJl.s.~. to ~ eomplicated' 
your article as concluding, ' .ls~e. but the :public 1s riot 
that the Pl1blici$ bot at. rflik weU-t!et"ied ,whim the media 
frQm eatingi"lsh orllhellfish jum.})athe gun an(lU1~Y have 
trmn a~s arQllnd the ship, to'eat its Wo~ 'ktel', ,. 
yard.'l'~ftl.qt ~[ tlte . matter Do~g· Bogen 
is that A,TSDR Is nQt aInJ,low-, . COmmunity (lo1!~h- r 
erett to make $ltch a deter- ~ PNSYltestor4tlon ' 
ml.natloo alld no reptesenla- Advlso).'y Board 
tivefi'oltt that agency was aL. 
the flAB meeting to explain , ____ " ____ _ 
their report (not s\.lt'pl'is- - - " -, . 
inglY. since itw_n'f:, the 
~I s~,blect or the,IB..~~~, _ " 
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