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lepageEnvironmental Services,lnc. 

September 21. 1997 

Peter Van.derDlark 
Seacoast Antl":PoUution League 
P.O.BoxlU6 ' 
PortsmQuth, New Hampshire 03802 

Subject: Review Comments~ Site Scnum;ng ProCU$ Plall 

Dear Mr. Vandennark: 

As you requested" we Ql'e transmitting comments to the Seacoast Anti-Pollutiop League (SAPL) 
concerning the Sile SCrfJel1i"g Proceaa Plair {the plan) dated AUiust 1997 and prepared by Brown 
&. Root Bnviroomental. The planpresePts the mechanism for providing preliminary information 
about a site to aetennine iffurther a(;tion, such as a R.emediaJ'nvestiaationlfeasibiJity Study, a 
Removal Action, or nofurtheraction~is llecessary. Udesuribes ~he prooo$$ fordetennining 
whether slotage. release, or disposal of hazardous substances may have occurred. 

We reviewedlhe May 1997 draft plan and stibnUtted comments on OUr letter dated June 26,1997. 
The Navfsrc$pon$eS to those comments. along with responses to comments submitted by the 
U,S. Environmental Protection Agency (U,S.BPA),and the Maine Department ofBnvirorunenta.1 
Protection {MEDEP) veincluded in the attachment _section ofthe QUm:nt plan. For the most 
part, tbe Navy has either revised the text to address comments or questions. (Jt has presented a 
clarification initsr~()nses with no dhangesto tbeplu itself: Our comments on the current draft 
are as foHowl: 

1. Page.1, SedioD 1.0~ The text of the third paragraph has been revised to include consistency 
with U.S. EPA guidance, Ifthisguirlanceis-aspeoific documemor doouments,plea.se provide a 
cltation($). If Jui4anee does ootreter to a sp~ifie reference. additional clarification should be 
provided descdbingthe basis andnaturc otthe guidance. 

1. PAge 1, SedioaZ.O.The text ,taleS thal th.e site visit wiUbecQnducted in accordance with 
-~ Oporating Procedure (SOP) Oli-l.t developed. in 1996 by Brown & Root 
Eaviro~nt.al for activities at thf; Shipyard. The foctlsof Sot OS"'.l appears tube on 
detElrmiui"stbeh~plic.r details necessftJ'ytt)efticiently plan .nd- oondu:at a prew()usly-soheduled 
hydrogeologic investiption. These details include acces5 for drUJrigs,. sources of potable water 
for driIlinglQ'tdothe-ron.-site -activiti",amfwDt)r" b) ~parl< tltesite trailer in order tubook -up to 
utilities~ While much of this information would prove useful should tberebe at'need for additional 
1nvestigationsat the ,site~the putpose-oitbe--sitesoreening ~reconnaissanee isla look for 
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indications or evidence that storage, release, or disposalofhazardou5 substances ma.y have 
oecurr.edat the site. It would be .ppropriate to"cus.fornizeu the site reconnaissance checklist to 
('ocus on the purpose of the sitescreen.ing recOnnaissance ~d to intludetbe"specifie iteltl$ or 
iS5Ut;5identifled ittlbesitescretning proOe5Splan. Tbe$e includeobservatiohs ·:of stained soil. 
stormwaterand floor drains~ and transformers. (n additiQM,. me inlroduetof}' senttnc-e to the 
HydrogeOlo,gic Assessment section otthe oheckliat mentions looking for situations that promote 
hazardouss.ubstance migration. While thos6situations: are indeedimportant~ inf'onnatiOtl 
concerning barriers or impediments or otb,eifactors.a:ffecting migration may aJ~ benCQe8sary to 
develop reconune.nd.ations for.futureacttons. 

3. Page lO, Stction 6.0. The Navy removed rcferencestQl the Federal facilities Agreentent 
(FFA) because the FFA has not yet be6n negotiated.. What is the status of the Site Management 
Plan (SMP) " mentioned below the bulleted items? What does the SMP address? 

4. Page II. Sedio. 6.0. The delinitionof a.n infreqLlently detected chemical needs additional 
clarification. If it is detected in one of twossmples per media. Utat ~s a SO% Uhit" rale~ which 
doesn~t ~ppear to beinfrequetlt. 

If you have any questions regarding the comments above, please give me a. call al1.01-177 .. t 049. 

SillCerely,. 

(!au,~bt a; LLI~~~ 
Carolyn:Z~page, C~G. 
President 

co: Iver McLeod,MEDEP 
Meghan CasSidy,. US. EPA 
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