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April 26, ,,'1999, l.1 

J 0haiUla: Lyons ,,,h., , ,," , 
Seacoast Anti"Pollution'League. , 
P. O. Box 1136 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03802 
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Subject: ,'; Review ofthe ,March ,'2000 Drajt /ii1J(ill.Jj(af~li!Y Ba(f1fgrq1fn¢/2p,vi~/QJ2weN )' "'! '{; 
~ V. J 

'''''; 

Dear:Ms .. Lyons: 
'(. '.",l-t",>};,:~., ~.{:,,!;~.. J~~ J ..• !f:~ ·'\';'~L ", ,{( "::'-"', ,(.p_'.! . ~}, " ,~,'? . I.!' _'.,' . ...j. 'q 

As you requested, we are transmitting comments to the Sea~o~st Atiti~pdllution J",eagy~ (S~t)r 
concerning the March 2000 Draft Final Facility Background Development. Outcoinirients are 
asfollows:· ) ~{',i:i.;,.l', '\",!',',.",~"""" I, """',' ",. " ',I' .-.. . "':t l' /: .. - ~ f!' /,/:: ~·i:'.c·1··,'e~'(1 ~~, ,; 

:';L."ll' .. <,' •• );1, i'l;·.?: ; .Ii hU,'i~l·'; "J]"; ,~' :. J .,vi ;-'r:-,ri'\~!--<t:,;! '~('-i~ - .... ',.~'·f..,c;fJ:,; r~' ~ -','~:'1"'_YU';' 

1. Page ES-l. "The type of organics detect~4 ~n tbe,))(:lqkgs0lfl4/iOj,ls9,'lJR{~~ (t'i~~"j:4:~DPl}, 
4,4'-DDT, polycyclic aromatic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), petroleum hydrocarbons) are 
most,Jjtiely attrii/jutabt(!,tb:CU17f~flt Qr:j)tl$t(mlfl!Jopo,m01;phic.l1.c!ivWe,~ (e.g., th~GPlJJmon ".', 
wide~preaduse: affuek(Irl(dpesticides~"ot relC!~t;{i,1()' q·gjM~fJ· sit~, u,~i:. tizy~stiiqtt(jfJl,~as¢~ q'l; a 
comparison 'oj:-'site,oonoentr;pitions w}th;Jho~e rep()rtef/,p~"iant""OJ?omprp~!c, qack~!l!'!f,?cf. ,i~ ,t~~ .' 
literature." 'v", "'';' ."",, ,J. <, ."',n . '" ""', 

The meaning .ofrthisis,entenoeds,D~t~<?l~MLi,~t:app~ru;s. t4~t Jhe type €)(,c~rnp04nd,sg.§tect~gijlt the" 
propdsed background, sites :<p"e b.eing,eoIIm~eQ.i witQ, ,conee.np~atiop"~ of ~9nUW\,lpd~: re~,o'l1~(t ~t;" 
sites and! in; literature: J ,It appearstQl be ;~\col11pari&gn,·S>(;I;lP.P.J~s:ilJP.g orarlg~~ ,as;, ~ijri,imt1)f ")'rlh~rf' 
This ,p~sage'should·, be. rewrittenJo :9.1~arJM$iUtiQull;lte lp.~,N I;lv,y',~ :pq~nt,'jii;,~~4~t~01h;fcYKytenc~s :'(or 
tlie" litera'ture"valfIes.should be1cited., .. ,I" • ,.,. , 

;; , 'oj ~.d i;.j f-'"~-' ",",." 

'~!:-' J.. t"-:;\ .. '! Cl'~ \~l ~ I • I,,' 'c:;;' 

2. '1 Page, ES-I,Whe!N ayY~s respbnse to $AP.L~s,C9mment;,NQmb~rA:~9~t~4, 2,!,2~/~:~;.':~i~t,~diihat 
the'lext"w01idd betievised to'u'setthe.:tenn "saUD~/b[~cki.~h~'jnipll;lce <;If,. ~isaline" ( se. e tbe gefi.nitiqp 

! ~ 1 ''1"_ •. ' " r ~', i 

onpage'S',.!l). /Wmy!!Wasn'iuhe,teXt revised belle and el~~'lw[e? 
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PageZ of 3, J. Lyons 
-----April-26-r'~~~.9;,'"'. i' 'e'i; [j 'H '\,1 ," .:' '1 ,;', ,;', ,;: /' 

COllllJient5 Qril(l>rajpFinal FcidilliY Background DevelopmeJit i 

3. Page 1-1, Section 1.1 INTRODUCTION. "As dis~ssed in the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) Risk, Assessment Guidance for Superjti-fuJ (RAGS) 'Volume 1 Human 
Heali;, Evaluation Manual (part A), "Background Sampling is conducted to distinguish sUe­
relate,d contamination from naturally occurring or other non-sUe-related levels on chemicals. " 

This RAGS document should be added to the reference list at the end of the report. As we ,have 
stated in previously-submitted comments, we do ,not believe, that the Navy has demofi:strat~d that 
site-related contamination can be differentiated frpm so-called background conta.tnfuation, pr that 
the activities that caused the contamination at background locations have had similaF:eifect;s;at,the 
various sites and that the results ofthese activities can be differentiat~d:frbmsite4-re1ated 't", i 

contamination. . " Ii:,} i 

4. Page 1-1, Section 1.1 INTRODUCTION. We appreciate that information regarding the 
purpose \W:fHe,'tYa'2kgrdohd l de~elt,pment\has'heen ~tlded ·th trus:'section.m ,response' to SAPL'.s: 
Comment Number 1, dated 2/25/99.' However, this information should also be added to 
Executive Summary (as originally requested) as this is the section a reader is most-likely to;read., 
and .. \he purpose for performing the work is basic infonnation that should be included in the 

• '~'J" ... <~tl n >~)(I -{ I? 

suinIhary sectlOh\. ''",','1\",\ ',.L'\' ~ .' , , \' :,' '. , ' , :" ,.', ':, i: 1 " 

\i;';'.,"i";~~.~'\ L_I 1 "-',\. ,'lit, '\'~\',.~,:,"\\:'~j~>~'\,~.~,.~\L~',.('l~~_.;-i·'~ / .:)1 ';;. \' 

5. Page 2-1; Section 2.0 EVALUATION OF BACKGROUND SOIL DATASETS. Vi, .E, 

InfQnnation concerning how the urban background conditions were defined, including appropriate 
\ - ~" " ~ 'I ,." , ",", '"\ .... , "" '.~" - ~ . • , 

reference ;cit~tions,sh6Uld be 'incfUdetFm'this section.' .1'-." " ,',,', '" \ • "" /. ' i ":' ,r ' 

• ., <;-' .... ,- ";,', """"l'~\\~"~:\~":''''~l"\}~ i\::',\~ ~.~ '\"r :'""'"'"',~,)J ') "\,':i '.1', "·-",.,lV~~~\;'-~f'~'-. it ,!-i-I' \. j, 

6. P;age 2,-2~'S:ec'tio'li 2iel'EVM.lJATION~OF'TBll},N@NFILL'~NATIVE~$OTh\,DArrASE~. 
The' fi~st Duiiet dt,scu~se~'brgaruc 'cbncehttati6ns~ iWthe' saMples:' Infortnatioh/,i~eluding, ' j' 

appi6'p'tiat~\¥eference dt~tiohS~ "ab'6rit lhe'it6tiVities 'and r~scllting 'baokgtound lcot'lcentratiens1'it1: " 
rural and urban at:eas that are also mentioned in the bullet should b,e provided. 

I . 

7. 'PA~~?2~j~ ;Sectibd2~2rFW: AEtJA ndN: OF;THE FThLSOIL,'DA!:'f.AS:ET~d,[,he ,first" ,'; 
par~g}~~h;i~'thl'sel::tiot{t~fets;r6iTaDle: 8.:1 inl.'AppetldiM}B'for'~'€bmparisOIi;:ofth~'aata with, ,',' 
sqt~mrig lev~l's ati~f~"oiitefrele~cilit'obhchlnarksn~"'·'Tfle;>FefeteI1ce;''citat.ronS!fOf1 the)';1iiterat)Jre, , 
'VaRies" sntsilidbei~Hltle'd;to'tWe:end6f;th(:dable'.jtlWe;hoie'that:se'Verat,pages'ftom,the.paper.by.!,· 
Shacklette and Boerngen (Element Concentrations in Soils anilOthef lfJurjtaiabMaterial'8 ofilhe; i 
Corztf1rminolJs, Ufliteq States) are also included in Appendix B. As we stated in our September 
12',! :199~' boihlrIents ,oil 'tli~ iune 24!li'~M~tirlg hUnutes, 'we'h~ve concerns ;abou;t the u~¢ of!;s 
a~i~'frbfi1thlsrefeterlc~ 'be~~use dt111mit~d inforin.~ti6n c(jiiceming~how and Wihen.~ sample,s)weF~ 1 

collected and the lack of actual ~3.Iytibhl~;r~sJitk'~lft;fci<faitl(jhrt~~~rd~Hi:1)'t~s~nt~~;fby ~Ha:.cl~Iettei,::· 
and Boerngen appear to be interpolated and generalized to the point of being almost useless for 
comparative purposes. How are the Shacklette and Boerngen data being used in the background 
development?" , 
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8. Page 3-2, Section 3.1 EVALUATION OF THE FRESHWATER GROUNDWATER 
DATASET. The second bullet states that the maximum concentrations of the diesel range and 
gasoline range organics are 200 ug/L and 47 ug/L, respectively. These values do not match the 
information presented in the table that follows the bullet. In additio~ the appropriate units 
(ug/L?) should be added to the table. 

If youhav~ ~y questions regarding~:c9t;!llll'fQts. above, please give me a call at 207-777 -1049. 
~t.;; ... :;...~ •• '" ,':' , , ~ 

SitL~ ().t, 
Carolyn A Lepage, C. G. 
President 

cc: Iver McLeod, Department of Environmental Protection 
Meghan Cassidy, Environmental Protection Agency 
David Brow~ Sc.D. 

vtVfarty Raymond, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
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