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A messae to the commumty
from the shlpyard workers

o I' ‘h11e Mr Steve Haberman is entitled- to his’ 0p1n10n ‘we take strong excep

[ tion to-his distortion of the facts in his column about the Portsmouth - o
NaVal Sh1pyard pubhshed 1n the March 13 ed1t1on of the Portsmouth 1

e B -Herald o

1 We are compelled to respond because we v1ew h1s comments as domg a great dlS ,
| service to the Navy, the shipyard, and our local communities. Readers should be ex-

: posed tothe facts in this case and not be left with opinions based on m1sconcep L
-] ‘tions which; left unchallenged could be construed as factual. - . S NN
oM "Haberman’s openmg statements 1ndicate that the sh1pyard has outhved 1ts S R

- usefulness” and that * ‘shipyard officials ... _strive m1ght1ly to get: enough work.” ‘I
- Nothing could be further from the truth. The end of the Cold War has brought | =~
| - about changes that affect the éntire defense 1ndustry ‘While this v1ctory produced a -

I peace dividend resulting.in reduced military: spendmg, the need to maintaina | .-

_'strong natlonal defense remams hlgh espec1ally in: hght of recent 1nternat10nal' 1
| unrest: I

A major element of the nat1on s m1l1tary readmess s 1ts Los Angeles Class sub S
o e *marme fleet, Maintenance of these submarines is Portsmouth Naval Sh1pyard S
| ~primary. purpose a need that will continue throughout this decade. =~ o

©  The statements that “submarine overhaul business; the primary purpose for the | -
. :contmued existence for the shipyard, is dwindling or being shifted to newer mili- |}

| tary facilities” and “soon there will be no work for this yard” are just not true. | =
‘| - 'While the number of submarines has declined, the maintenance requiremerits for |

" tHose that remain, or those yet to be built, stﬂl exist. Currently scheduled work is - |
- programmed as far into. the. future as onecan reasonably expect to forecast. Mr.. | -
‘| Haberman'’s “no-work for this yard” character1zat1on could only mean some per1od B —

- more than 10-to-15-years from now, if then. - ' | R
1 The comment about work ‘being shi _d'to newer m111tary fa01l1t1es 1mp11es that R RN
|~ 200-year-old facilities are antiquated. In our case, the opposite is true. Portsmouth - . |.. -
-] “Naval Shipyard possesses the-most modern facﬂity to perform its pr1mary busmess e
| - of any other shipyard, public or private. - 1y
|- Mr. Haberman'’s character1zat10n of the shlpyard’s env1ronmental 1ssues 1s also :

- “inaccurate. “Toxic chemicals” are not “leachmg into the Piscataqua River s.atan
“| ‘alarming rate,” as he would have you believe. He refers to the sh1pyard as a “275-

| - acre toxic waste dump.” The image of a Love Canal at the shipyard is a gross dis- |
| tortion obv1ol:1sly intended to inflame people not: knowledgeable of the facts. Such' [+
| ~emotion charged distortions only serve to undermine his credib1l1ty The fact is -

- that the Navy is resolving the shipyard’ s env1ronmental issues assoclated w1th uni-

: versally accepted past practlces ; S
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We are Worklng 1n accordance w1th the Un1ted States Env1ronmenta1 Protectlon 1

Agency ) cleanup process and closely with the commumty through the shlpyard S

| Restoration Advisory Board. The people who work at the shipyard are “the Navy” |
. and are as concerned about the “health and safety of- ‘the residents of the commu- - |
| ‘nities that surround it” as anyone else because we are the residents of the commu- | -
nities that surround it. Placmg ourselves and our ne1ghbors at rlsk for the sake of -
keepmg an 1ndustr1al fac111ty ahve 1s ludlcrous '

: fguest we- are amazed_ that Mr Haberman would refer to our hazardous waste .
| - transfer fac111ty as our. “hazardous waste treatment and: storage facility” He, of all REICIR.
| people, based on his background should know the dlfference and should have accu S R

- rately characterized it as such. N

" The “painful to Watch . work: force dechne frorn 8 000 to the fewer than 4 OOO em R

- ployed theére now” is the reahty of the current defense industry busmess environ-- | -
I “ment. It does not mean “the shipyard could not sustain itself witha work force the |

© size of ‘what is there now.” The fact that the shlpyard is continually recoghized as |
" “the Navv s premier site for overhaul, maintenance, and refuehng of nuclear-pow- "

ered subma1 1nes at 1ts current 51ze and w1th a reduced man day rate speaks for 1t :
self. '

. The statement that “1t is: t1me to put the old yard out of 1ts m1sery assumes that Sl
“it’s in-'misery now, To: the: contrary, the sh1pyard is vibrant. Under its leadershlp o
1 stands ready to meet and adapt to the changing business environment. Creative ini- |
' ‘tiatives, 1nclud1ng leasmg underutilized facilities, make good busmess sense and;‘ |
'l -place the’ shipyard in a favorable ‘competitive posmon to meet future challenges. -| -~
‘| Being good stewards of -the taxpayers dollats and not * creatlve bookkeeplng” has N
i ';carr1ed the day and/w111 stand up to anyone’s scrutiny. . o
° " Lastly, about the only point.on ‘which Mr. Haberman and we. agree 1s that our con- . 1.
IR ;‘gressmnal representatlves do need to know how : you feel about the sh1pyard If you |- ..
are inclined to write, we only ask that you speak factually and that you not depend [: -
’on.someone bent on. unsupported characterizatlons and emotlona]ly mﬂammatory -
: statements to speak on your behalf : o S

\

1 Representmg the dedlcated work force at Portsmouth Naval Shlpyard we =
- are: ' R

John Murtagh pres:»ldent Naval Clvilian Managers Assoc1at10n DR b
Terry Eleftherion, pre51dent International Federatlon of Professmnal and-_ :

| Technical Engineers;

Thomas Ducharme, pre's'ident National Superintendents Assoc1ation, |

1 -Arvard Worster preSIdent Amerlcah Federatlon of Government Em- R :
- ployees; -« - :
. Joseph Freda pres1dent Federal Managers Assoc1at1on,

" Michael Regan, pre51dent Natlonal Association of Naval Techmcal Super- - -
1 'v1sors,, S

‘Robert Burlelgh president Metal Trades Council

Donald Shaw, pre51dent Internatlonal Associatlon of Flreﬁghters _-'f SR




