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MEMORANDUM 

DEPARTMENT O F THE NAVY 
PORTSMOUTH NA VALSHIPVARD 

PORTS,",OUl"H. N. H. 03804-15000 

April 24, 2000 

FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD (RAB) CERCLA REMEDIAL 
ACTION PROGRAM, PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD, KITTERY, MAINE 

On behalf of the Seacoast Anti-Pollution League (SAPL). the Navy is forwarding SAPL's review of 
responses to comments on the Draft Seep/Sediment Summary Report for Data Co/fecled Between 
December 1996 and November 1997 for your information. They were prepared for SAPL by their 
Technical Assistance Grant advisor. Lepage Environmental Services. Inc. 

If you have any questions regarding these comments, they may be asked at a RAB meeling, by calling 
Lepage E nvironmenlal Services at (207) 777-1049 or by writing to: 

Lepage Environmental Services 
731 Hotel Road 
P.O. Box 1195 
Auburn, ME 04211-1195 

Sincerely, 

Ken Plaisted 
Navy Co-Chairman 
Restoration Advisory Board 

Distribution: 
Doug Bogen 
Michele Dionne 
Phil McCarthy 
Onil Roy 

EPA Region I (M. CassIdy) 
MEDEP (lver McLeod) 
NOAA (K. Finkelstein) 
MEDMR (0 . Card) 
NHFG (C. McBane) 
USFWS (K. Munney) 
COMSU8GRU nNO (R. Jones) 
Nor1h Oiv (F. Evans) 
PNS (Code 100PAO) wlo end 
Carolyn Lepage w/o end 

Jeff Clifford 
Eileen Foley 
Jack McKenna 
Johanna Lyons 

Mary Marshall 
Mary Menconi 
Roger Wells 
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L,epag,e,J=.,v,ironmental~ Servic.es'~' Inc., 
Ie, ';].1,,",'''-... ,'tjl /" ,,'l>~~~ o',r,_'. , ... ,_ 
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";' '~' f ,-1 , 

April 21, 2.000 . , " < 

" , J, 

Jo.h!!PW;l,J-,Y911S"", .. , ' 
Seacoa~t Atiti:'pH1l6itofitea~ef1' , ", i ~ " 

! i· . I \ I·"" ," "f',' ' 

P. O.Box .q3~ ,~. ~" ,', 
Portsnioui~ Ne~:Hafupslli~e 038(j2'c} . , 

1..,', 

lit I., .... ;: f. I :. =- I '. ," i , ,~!, 
,,~ .' J ' J ~; ': I, ~ , , ",.,!' ~ , , ,~ ,r c. i I <, ' _', .:.1 

Subj~ct:' ", ',:' :«~vWW' ofR¢~PQn~~S 'to, Cotrunerit'S/t>:ri' the:D'rlijtcSeepl$ediment Summary Reporr , 
,,' '" ,l~ jor 'J!jafcltblle6~eql1etWe~ri December4f996',ah(i!Woveniber'J~97 "', ,i_ "d, 

'i"r .J~,-i~-".;'",rl ?'i } \" J.,,-·.:~t"'.·:·1-'} '."" .... -'0." ",.-"t-
:,~.\ til? I ' \.j- I I ,j 

Dear Ms. Lyons: 

'~~,YQ4 ';~~Uested:"~~' M,b ifan;stnittin~i~tir comhieilt§'fofi tn'e'tNavy7,:s i:~SPQn.$~§,:itQ'OU~ E,ebru~2; 
2666' cotfungilts' drt'tlie'l rlece:fuber 1999' Draft':Seeli7Sei1irrl~nt Summa/J)l. Rep@rtjor lJ)~i~iCQj/;oie4 
Between DeceMber. 19.90 i:mdNovelTJ~er 1997 to the Sea1io'astii;AntI,.,RtfiUlitionl;;,eague'(,S,APL), '" ' 
Most o(the~avyc's re$p~nses were ac:eptable. Our addltion~ comments are a~ follows. Note 
tha,tw; 'hl~~;M~~de<.ftli~ "origin'M'~6dmHienH ·ahd'·b0mment:nUfhbetsift(;)m:'our;jFebFUaJY\'~~~~le~er., 

I] if [!.' ,,,,~,;. r,~r'tl >_. <-;' '-. _,'l';F-('Y"'!~" '"i. " t: OJ 

-. 1 J , ,'. i' : f-' .l'1 I. < ' I • ' . -: ,1):. l.: ~, .,' r-t 

! '. ,~ f;t"~'J 1 '1 : i) " ' , '.-,-' I " • • , 1', ( ~ , 
I't ..-,f' 'I ,. f "i-r;i I ''''I ,,~,~ :" :"l.i "::-J'~3 ~J: ,-,~~;-+f j'i ~Jl !. 

SArI: :Originif ~ij~dl~ri~"'t: ~PageES-3~ Sfatus:"6f,iPesticides a~rCQes. ·~fBase.d on ,~~a}uqtion 
o/fP~~4{ iff~#j,?lp~¥~!tla~~;s ~ ihCl~sibn 'dJpesnCidesCfs:eJ ,c.CJO "i.f '!ot warrantediit this ~time., . 
Becqu~~ pesticide"have1J,e~ri bbsenJeilatpdtehtiiillyelevatea levels in 'some: offshore locations, 
pestl~ldifl,analY~~S~af~'iri"Cl~d~dl'f/t~(!' Intefimofjshore rttoflit(:)ri'flgpnogr:am/~ .)''', ';" 

.' ,'~ L! !\~ >'r' ";fj t,'.,,_~-fi ;ri "f~'~; ,~.",-.';' ,/,,'_ ~,' 't," 
- VJt~"'~J~'·C,,)!~,.)<;JJ'. ~~, ""tL~'I' 

T4!1$e"st~J~ni~~~s('Pibpipt ,~i,foU~le of.commerlls~ ·the first is tegarding·the use 'of the phrase" 
"p'8terttially' eleVated" ievels 'ih ;sdrfi~J;bffsHot~hoC'~ti'0nSn 'to',,~h:ata:GtedzeJ)p~st:i~~Qe: 4~teqtions, !"l'ms 
statement is at odds"with infonnation presi~~edelse-Where' ih th~ff,~.pQrt;; aqa,haspheieffect ~£ 
dowtl-pl,flyjI)g thecpp.centrations of pesticides that have been documented in this and other 
reporltFor exaM~lci;'6hpAge'5-1'::tii~ifirst p'<lragraphf ih"Seotioi1;5!1 inc1oQ.es;the statement th~t 
" .. . consistent exceedances jor DDTs occurred at most sampling locations}'-" 'fhe,secm!ud '0., v ' 

comment relates to the ~ombination of the two sentences. It is not clear why pesticides should 
not: be COCs if conceathtidns' ~e~sJttlcrehf to '\\larrant7iadditional monitdrjrlg and'ifpesticide f,( " 

levels documented to aa:te lexc~et( teguliitdryctiterla .. th~ passage'ur;thei1tx~6uti¥e'S'(¥hWiary"and 
ot,h$t(lsiqri,lar,portiQQs qfthereport(see page 5-8, for example) should be revised to more 

~C~~I"~~fr;:~JtltR~~~~tj~:ft~~g:~~~9~;,pe§tiq~d~iq~p~entr~tion.s7a~~,)!?:,pr,0¥i~t~~'t9~~~~~r'r'· "!~- ," 

Justification for 'Why pesticidesJsl1o\.!la~i'lot ~beCO(}s. ". " -,: :', ;!, ~ ~, ,:-, -'~;T-(;1 ';-,: :-;i';::':;- '--. . 
''i,},_.' . - ~" .'. ~ --.,', J~ >'i':~' Ih ., :-1> > ,I'. '" ", .. ,,~t r~_, '.!'~;; ;.,'.",I~",~:~r." \. J 

t,' .1' - '. , .~ ~\ • J 
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Page 2 of4,J:,L),ons, .) , 
April21;~"2000" ,,:' ; \' '."ii',':" 
Responsesto::CommentSjtSeepl$ed~me1,1( /i,ep,pr:t",;" 

... ,,';-'; ~L ~ .,-,~~,{, \:' ~'."\ ) ~.; ! 

Navy~espons~:.I,he,details,ofthe data eval,uation are provided in S~cti~n 4.0. "Potentially 
i?" , .. ,.,...,.,' ..' .' ,.' '. ' 

elevated levels" refers to conceritratioris above screening values, ToXicity testing will De' .. 
condt{cted as part of Round 20n the Interim Offshore Monitoring Program. The toxicity testing 
results will be used to support risk-based PRG development for sediment. The PRGs would be 
used!.p determine whether concentrations in sediment are at acceptable levels. Also" pleasese:e 
our response to MEDEP Comments 10 and 20. . . 

~f.' 

:t~; 

Additional Comment: Given the explanation ofthe phrase "potentially el~v;~t~d~tiv~l~~;, t~~'rbkt 
should be .revised, replacing the phrase W;ith "concentrations above sc~eenhig tevels'~fb Jl~dia(! ,:" 
further confusion. The Navy acknowledges in the response to~~P~f,.~Pmp1~ptJO tli~~,," " ~ '\ 
pesticides may have been disposed, emptied, or dumped onto the J amrucaisland taridfilt" ~ ,( " 

Ther~ore,. t~e· text, revisib~"pr~pose,p in th.e.1'faVM~ ~ r,esp.ons~. tp:~~~p, ~o~~p.~~ 1 ~ should;,,' 
state.*;'pesttcide con'centratlons maY,Qe,relate9 to, qtAe~ ~~~.~~:t~y~t~~S?lmCJq~l1l~ \~~ dISpOSal or 
legal application of the pesticides or possibly non-PNS activities." to cover this pOs'sibility. 

f" \" ~ i 
c • - / ' ~. <. • < ., •• ,'.' • f, ~ I; .,' ,; -?~ " >, , _ ~ ~ I ,'~' , 

The'riear shoFe mixingizone widthsj4Sediip.'~~el~J].~~9(e(~,ff~\l0~e FoPt~l?ant. f~te and,~ ~~anspdrt' 
modeling for OlJ3 were as fo1l0~s.,'", ". ,"1':' ,. .,', \,,' ',' ,.' , ,"'-' 

, \ 

,;),~.~ ,~,~\{-".t> :;.~~." ',t,1, ;.t) .,;.~< " $tJo;: ,",1 ~:li" .'"'(_ :-',C, ~.~ __ ,1,","1:. ,: .. ~ ( ~ 
Operable Unit 3 to qlwk Cove L,i ,,:3P,footwiCith.,o,utside the loW ,trdeJj~~'" '," \, 'jOe :'1'.#' 

: Op¢F~bl~ ,.uillt a~,.t~·.,Ba~l,ctC;,h~~l ~",,:4l;5:f~L9.i~i,d,t~:~tiii(d~'th~)oW tid~'jiiie'X'~::, . ','h', "',: .1'<.,,';, 
~.. .'. i ,'~~ I ,~ ~. ,J' ,','1. ,'t :.~ .. \ ' ,+'-' ~.:,(.i' ,..~:~ ~f.; .. t/:,y;.,-:'t~\~':.~~ ?"'~H _?~1~, >"V~;'c~"'"'~,:1 

The~~}o:~~' ~~~'i;~;~~;\ Cl~k~C~;~~"~h~~i~t~~~~~iIedt~a:':P.~t~~~tef; 161;f~.~i;'W~~:~~~ .1&\Wti~~J·n 
, • ~"'_. " y. ,,- '-~ ~, .: _ 'fj;'~':~"'~ 

line, and samples for Jamaica Cove should be collected appr,Q~.~tely.4) ,(eel from t,he low tlije" 
line to determine if criteria are exceeded at the end of the mixi~g z~ne: . ,I, ',' '. "" 

J; 
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Page 3 of 4, J. Lyons 
Apri121,2000 
Responses to Comments, Seep/Sediment Report '"j. " 

{. : ,:?d':'r: .' .: >},.:,t;'!{:. '. . ';>,.'~:,. . .' ,";',: ;!'T,!,i", '!) J' ". ,'. " "';'.'f:~:;';~':"::'>rh,J:.>:.::2~0~,;;;,LL; .... ,;/, 
Additi'onal :OoiitlD~rit:'THe!NaW~s;Jtespo1tse''is:V¢ry:jhelpfUliil:prpvi~ingi(hsuffi!nar.y~:Oft.b.e·Nawfs 
current interpretation of wher~.samples sh·6lilirb~:;tollectetl'todetehnineiebrnpliailGe\;witb.NVat,et ,,' 
quality criteria. Therefore, the information in the response should be iricludeu . somewhere in the 
Seep/SedimentReport, with an appropriate', Feference·:iriduded lin 'Seotiom3;~d' (iflhe;information 
is not included in that section). Inaddition,'it is our understanding that the MEDEP must'approve 
the location of compliartoe'points, JinCIuding 'uIidetly1n:g assumptions'and~ ealct:iJatiQ,ns!~ In ;.responSe 
to ~I;>EP Comment 8 (dated 2/1/00), information concerning calculation. of dilution factors will 
be !iti¢!)1d.M:'as ~ ;~pP'~~t1~ td''the~:r(,wiS'¢~ ,~l}epj$edimennR;eporti' We 'ldokforwa(~Uto l;es:olQtion}~ 
ofth~ ihlxirigioJ~YdilliHHr1:\factti't/c6itipUatIc6\pbifit+issbe~~.} .. ' '-;,' ,.,i;},t!::c.· '[-~'~h 'H;r~:'!J; f. ,. :::c"~. ~- ~: 

SAPL Original Comment 12. Page 3-11, Section 3.2.3 Evaluation"ofnetectionLimits~· We 
appi!U~iafe;tH~,irtdusiOn~.'efttfte tlischssion ,bfithe';ebmparison 'of'deteqtkm"l~¥.elS! to s,cr~,~nirtg J C) ',;, 

criteria as' ihis' i'~:tan issae-We' have: raised' irt'rcvreWingtQther ,documents. I iTheitext>states ;tJ:r~t~ome 
chemicals had detection limits greater than surface wat~p;0fksediment;'scr,eening ,eciteria/'It\w~uld 
be helpful ,if the text included a, summary of which .chemicals out of how many, and how often 
de!ecti on: liinltsexceeded~brifena:) ',. :t;-;: ~ J:~'T ~ :'i'l} ,{ t: t '," '. "'l ,,,~;\rJ';'H";:i'! ".Y-'l" t,,, 

,.;, b~,i; "~( "'_~_ i·'.·(_~_:",. ... ;'; ~_.~.~ .,.",: ,,,;':.-, ,~';.,-\" - '~:;':>',' 

NavyvResp'bns'e:';1'afjle's':sh6Wing~the;deteCtion'lirnitiei(i~edIDI~e~:(or,:~~reeriing~~tit~ljHl~tOtFS'¢~P~( 
and sedim~nt will be added to'Appe'ndixB';;: ';, - ".,~. "~'~"":" ".,Ji",:!'," 

.' ~ t I~ " .' "I;' .. ti-,l:I: t", ~" , , • 

Additic)nal' Commenh Tne 'inolusiohofthis infortmition in :Appen:cli~{.'B"win help in!understanding 
screening criteria exceedances. We assume that the text will also be revised to include a reference 
to the Appendix B table. 

.'0 , "';', "~.:' .\ !.' 1 '1\, 't ~-; :\': 
SAPL Original Comment 13. Page 3-12, Section 3.3COMfARISON'OF SEDWENI/ 
DATA:rQ REGIQNAL ~EDIMENT CQNCENTRATIONS~ With r'egar<i ts> ~he\.fefefehce : 
station data rp.entioned at the top of the page, will th.e.\Z~lidated; data from the first rourtd,of),'·":·,( 
interim offshore monitoring be available for inclusion inthe Final Seep/Sediment Report? This 
would be helpful as there is no data available yet for RF-4. ''': ,': :;.,: 1',', . ? ",,' " 

Navy Response: Please see our response t6 MEDEP SpeCific Coirlmeht~l'l. 
} . 

~·r.'.t :. ~~. ''--, 

'~;H: < '1'! .,'1" ;/i:', .. 

Additional Comment: The Navy's response states that the data will not be included in the 
Seep/Sediment Reppr.t as it i~ already ayailable" in the Round 1 data package. ,W e sagg~st the last 
sentence in the first paragraph on' page 3~ 12: be revised'to state that dati f6t RF-4 dieivHil~b1~lh 
the ,Ro4nd :1 :Gi~ta ,.pac~age~ aQ9 Jha(~he.Roun~, 1. d,at,a g~c~age b~ added, to the list of reference~., 

,,:' . .-'.<::~ ,:,';','" '-,:' '. ",' :""',1-' _", ,.-.; :,.".,'." •. ,i,.- "1';11,~ ';', ,_) ,',",,) ,", ":'," . .'~::'.;:; ,'. ''';'-'",:)L;; 
.. ,.. '!' ";-,",""'-r "i. "',:';;:' • : .. :, • '.' .':-",' ,'1 ... ' ".,:' ,;r 



Page 4 of 4, 1. Lyons 
Apri121,2000 " 
Responses ,t<;> tQmme~ts, Seep/Sediment Report 

" \" ....... , . .<-, .. L -. •• .:~" _, • " ," L f.~ "" ":' I" ", ~: ' 
;'\:,.~ !." t .,'.j 

.' - " 

I..~' ,,', ()' '.~<., ~:f.:",;"'" ' , "~,,,~"!I', 
.' , /l t: ''''',.. '"""" .t... .• , '. ,,.!, ... ,~ ",.6, ,,':"\{tt .j~,:".: ~ 

SAPL OHgirt~1 tomrn~nt'lS~' "Pag~1411 O~Sectio·ii'4:2.3Co.;O¢currence .of Cheruicals... "l!i~ 
nQled'that enriehment:"do(ts, not nf-(:e$$ari!y;,e~<#e';(o.,,~re~a'te.(lcQTJ'fJe~'tJ:f{l(i'o!lSI~;.~/;J#y;maiJ,j,U~('\1ff1P 
unfque:'coneentratibps,irJlreiatic)fI to. othll!!'l/JW'./P11etllffS.!' ~" ,i':; "',",,1 ' ' J v 

Navy ,Response: <PleaStJ,gee our re~PQn&~, t91~EJ:l"Specif\Q;Comment .15., " 
• • . '1 .- l ~l ' 

. ·,t.: ~ , "' ' l: -"'., { • '(:, t I'I 

Additional (/omment:lIilie Navts r~s,p,Qnae.:p.T:(');vides~~a 4e:fi~t\Qn,of'l'w~iqAe'~tha~ i~;$P,~9ifji¥, ~o " 
this passage'ofthe report. Therefore, we sugg~st the.;infQ.Qnati,oll-'tJI~~vig~,djp.,the ~e:sPQll~~P~, 
added to the document text to clarifY the usage of the term. 

"',,i ,i. '\ J, ,; ~ ~.' )'.;)\'i :;j;';'i;l,t~K1J:,:.i{.'I;:';~.J::~._':.:. 
SAPL' OriginaICommenb'1'6.: \ Bage 4~ 1 O,$,e.~tion ~f~.~[lotential,Jrathw,~s,or ~o~taWlattnt; 
Migration~,i.1n:;addition to the two ,pathwa}f:S;Plenltoned) grQu,p.d)¥atecdi~G~~g~~99g:qf.~ ) .. 
fractured bedr0uk should also 'be lconsidered. J:, ' r '<5"' ,~:" ' i" i;-)"" f) ,,:' ' 

, ' 
. ! 

Navy Response: Please see our response to MEDEP Specific G,0t;lW1eph:14'~:?'i ) " 

Additionru·.€omment:,We suggest the ,text; be )F13vis¢d.Jt(j). st~J¢.itb~ti~~;,oy~r:Q,\lrdeA !p.3~h~l:ly, ',. 
includes shallow fractured bedrock, as stated in the Navy's'l,'~~PQP~e.'.; "j),' ,1, " 

" 

'Jfyou;have',any quesaons~teg~ding4:he' e~mm§lntlHlb~we; pl~,as~ ,gjy'~ m~ ~ Qall,ati;ZPJ l17l-: 19ft?; 
\ ,,; 'j -:; • ~':k i ~ ~ "" J. , " , .' ~ 

Z;~~9- ' &1;\1 
Caro.lyn'A:;~Lepa:ge;,e,6: 

President " " 

cc: rver McLeod, MEDEP 
Meghan Cassidy, EPA 

vM'arty Raymond;. p,o,rtsmouth:Naval; SQipyard, ", 
Charles Hebson, CMT Engineering 

- : d J"'\~ ;~.1';": 

19S:SeepSt~bpO '", 
~ .... • •• -:0 

J " 
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