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COASTAL

Panel hears update on shipyard cleanup

By LAINEY NADEAU
Democrat Staff Writer

_ KITTERY, Maine — The ship-

yard restoration advisory board
mel in Portsmouth, N.H., last
“Thursday to receive an updale op

the stafus of the Jamaica Istand’

Landfilt. i

The meeling was altended by

board members, Navy representa-
“tives, members of the U.S. Envi-
-ronmental Prolection Agercy .and
seyeral mlcresled community
members.

‘Al the mecling the board heard
{rom Marty Rayniond, a member
ol the shipyard’s environmental
office. He tald the board thal two
weeks ago the second of two mer-
cury burial sites located al the
Jamaica Island fill had been suc-
cessiully excavated.

During Lhe excavation eight.con-
crele vaults containing 23 35-galton

drums of materials. tainted with
mercury were removed from 17
feet below the surface. |

The contents. of the vaulls were
repackaged - in new 35-gallon
drums and {ransferred loLhe ship-
yard’s hazardous wasie transfer
station. Samples taken from the
soil in and around the excavalion

site did not contain any abnormal.

mereury levels.
The Tirst mercury burial site
was excavated in 1997, Both burial

sites at the landfill were placed

there belween 1973 and 1975. The
excavation-is the result of Lhe ship-
yard's inslallalion restoration pro-
gram. -

-Deb While of the pubhc affairs
office al the shipyard said Lhe
Navy, the EPA, the Maine Depart-
mient of Environmental Protection
and the shipyard restoralion board
have been engaged for several

- years in identilying and studying

environmental siles af the Ship:
yard,  including the mercury
vaulls.

The Navy’s proposed feastbilily
study for final remedial action for
the Jamaica Island landfill site
will be selected: and presented (o
Lhe public in early- 2001, The board

was presented with drafts of possi-

ble studies in May

* . Also al lasl Thursday’s meeting

the board heard a presentafion on
the use of wetlands as a methed of
erosion con{rol al the Jamaica
Island andfill: Foyr of the tive
allernatives presented in the drafy

copy of the final feasibility sludy .
use wetlands as a-component for -

shoreline erosion control,

. During the presentation, given
by Peyton Doub, a senior wetlands
sciealist from Tetra Tech NUF,
the contracting company \sorkmg
with the Navy, the board was told
that wetlands would protect the

landf(ill's shoreline from crosion
due 10 normal wave action, storm
surges; and boal wakes, _
Peyton presented three options
at the meeting. The first was-lo
creale a naturally vegetated tidal
marsh by planling marsh grasses
and other plants in a btodegrad-
able {abric to hold soil in place

“until the plants have grown:

The second oplion was lo.use 2
rock breakwater in front of:a natu-

rally vegetated tidal marsh. The
_'third -opiion was. to use rip rag

along portions of the landfill where
it is net possible to create tidal
marshes due to stecp slapes.

The Navy will select its pre-
ferred alternative and issue-adraft

of the proposed remedial action .

plan his fall. The next board meet-
ing will be held Sept. 21 at the

Courtyard Marriolt in Portsmouth

from 7 p:m. to.9.p.m. The meeling

is open to the public.
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