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I Panel hears update on shipyard cleanup 
\

. By LAINHNADEAU drums of materials lainted with 
Democrat Staff Writer mercury w()re removed from 17 

- fed below tbe surface. 

\

' KITIERY, Maine - The shjp- The contents {If the vaults were 

.

,ard restoration ad,'isor), boar.d repackaged in new .jS-gaJlon 
. mel ill Ports.mouth, i\ .11 .. last drums and transferred Lo the ship­

Thursday to receive an update 00 yard's hazardous waste transfer 
the sla.lus of the Jamaica Island station. Samples laken from the 
Umdfilt , soil in and around the excavation 

The mce~ing was attended by siLc did not contain any abnormal 
board members, Navy represenla· mercurv levels. . 

'tives, members or the U.-S. Envi- The first mercury burial site 
-ronmental Protedion Agency and \~'as excavated in 1m. Bolli burial 
several interested communit... sites allhe landfill were placed 
members. .. ' there belweenJ973 and 1971i. The 

,At the meatinglhe board heard exoavation is the resull of the ship­
from Marty' Raymond. a member yard's installaUon restoralion pro­
of theship)'ard's en\'ironmental gram. 
ofriee. He loId Ih<! board Ihattwo Deb While of the public affairs 
weeks ago t~le second of two mer· office al.lhE: shipyard said the 
cury burial,. sites located al the Navy, Ihe EPA, the Maine~parl· 
Jamaica Island fill hadbcen sue· merit of Environmental Protection 
ccssful1y excavated. and the shipyard restoration board 

During lh~ exca\'ation cighleon- have been engaged [or several 
crete vaults containing 23 ;i5-galloll years in identi[yinga~d' studying 

environmental sites at Lhe Ship· 
yard, including tha mercury 
vaulls. 

The Na\'y's proposed feasibility 
study for final remedial action Cor 
the Jamaica Island landfill site 
will be selected and presented to 
the public in early 20tll. The board 
was presenled with drafts or possi­
ble sludies in May: 

Also allasL Tbursday's meeting 
Lhe board heard a presentation on 
the use or wetlands as a method of 
erosion control ~L the Jamaica 
Island landfill. Four of the live 
alternatives presented in (he draft 
copy of the final feasibility stud)' , 
Ilse wetlands as acomponclli [or 
sh()reJine erosion control. 
. During the presentation, gi\'en 

by Peyton Doub. a S()ruor wetlands 
scientist from Tetra Tech NUF, 
the contracting company working 
wilh tbe Navy. the board was told 
thalweUands would pr()tect the 

landfill's shoreline from erosion 
due (0 normal wave action, storm 
surges, and boat wakes, 

Peylonpresenled three options 
at the meeting. The first was to 
crcale a naturally \'cgetaled tidal 
marsh by pi ani ing marsh grasscs 
and other plants in a biodegrad­
able fabric (0 hold soil in place 
until the plants ha\'cgrown~ 

The second option was 10. use a 
rock breakwater in front or a natu­
rally vegetated tidal marsh. The 
third option \"as lo use rip rag 
along portions or the landfill where 
it is not possible to creale tidal 
marshes due 10 stecpslopes . 

The Navy will select its pre· 
rerred alternative and issue a draft 
of the proposed remedial action 
plan litis fall. The next board meet­
ing will b.e held Sept. 21 at the 
Court.yard Marriott in Portsmouth 
from 7 p;m. to 9 p.m. The meeting' 
is open to the public. 
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