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Navy presents
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shipyard landfill cleanup plan

‘Pr0pdsa1 for Jamaica Island
Superfund site may cost $10.2m

By JENNIFER L. SAUNDERS carbons and dioxins,
Demacrat Staff Writer The proposed cover for the site
‘ was described at an earlier Restora-
PORTSMOUTH - The tion Advisory Board-meeling asa

. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard's
“Restoration Advisory Board met
. Thursday night to.hear the Navy's

propesed plan for preventing envi-
.ronmenta) contaminatioh in the
rarea of the old Jamalea Island
. Landrill.

The 25-acre site is being remedied
"under the federal Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compen-
sation and Liability Act, commonly
-knowti as Superfund.

.: Navy and shipyatd officials and
fnembers of the Restoration Advise-
:{ Board gathered &t the Cowrt ard
Marriott, where officials an.. .....
‘dents froth both Kittery, Maine, and
Portsmouth jeined thern to hear the
draft plah and make comments.

-.. The Navy's preferred alternative,

a hazardous waste cover for the
Jandfill site with an enhanced
drainage layet, said Fred Evans,
Navy remedial project manager.
Zhe cover Hself would be supple-
'mented with & vatiety of control and
.monitoting mechanisms. .

" The goal of this pottion of the
JFemedistion, Evans hoted, is to pre-
yent water frorh seeping into the
‘landfill and to prevent human expo-
sure to contaminants butied within
Tthe site,

The Jamaica Tsland Landfill was

a receptacle for industrial wastes
for the 33-yeat petiod between 1945-
8. The types of chemicals detected
in the site include volatilc and semi-
volatile organic compounds, PCBs,
pestivides, metals, petroleum hydro-

geotextile, virtually impermeable
cap to prevent waler seeping into
the site. While the plan addresses
the issues of isolating soil and
groundwater within the landfill's
perimeter from human contact as
cited in the mandates of the Com- -
rehensive Envirenmental
esponse, Compensation and Liabil-
ity Act, it does not deal with the
seepage of groundwater alteady
present in the site. That issue will be
dealt with separately by the Navy
once g plan Is adopted and pul into
place oh the current issues.
Regarding the Jamaica Island
Landiill, groundwatet is not drink-
able watet, but bragkish ot “saline”
water that could seep into the Pis-

-cataqua River, The land(ill is used

fot tecteatios, parking and storage.
One of Mmore 6 these Activities could
proceed wheh (he cover was
installed, according to the Navy's

ptoposed plan, However, the site

would hever be developable for tesi-
dential use. '

The estimated ¢apital construe-
tion cost for the plan is approxi-
mately $10.2 million plus almost 1.5
million i indnitoring over the next
30years. It is not the most expensive

lan the Navy considdred. However,
it tnakes the most economical sense
and environmental sense for the
site, Evans said, As was discussed
at previcus-public meelings, the
Navy and Restotation Advisoty
Board had harrowed the scope of
possible tertiedies to five ranging
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from taking no actién to monitoring
the ite to capping the site and ¢re-
iling a bartier wall outside the land-
ﬁl%apeﬁmeter. o
hat final eption, the most xpen-
sive one considered, ‘also, presentéd
otential probletns of disturbing the
iscataqua Rivet’s natural ecosys-
tems during the constiusction phase,
Evans said.
Iver McLeod of the Maine Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
added that rethedy could prove to
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cause problems for the river in an
attempt to correct a problem that
may not exist. The Maine Depatt-

.ment of Environtental Protettion

does not have enough infortnation to
determine whether seepaga from

.the landfill siteIs creating a setious
problem offshore. -

Although the finat proposed plan
is scheduled to be ready for a public
commmifpexiod beginning Jan. 81,
the specifie design of the remedial

action will not be decided until much .

later in the process.

Methbers of the Restoration Advi-
sory Board, Seacoast.Anti-Pollution
League and Kittery Town Manager
Phil McCatthy were among those
wh friade suggestions for elarifica-
tiots in the plan document at the
mieeting Thutsday night,

Cominents from the regulatory
cominissions and Restoration Advi-
soty Board are due to the Navy by
Wetinesday, with the &raft final plan
scheduled for submission Dee. 27.
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Once the public comment period
begins Jan, 31, informational meet-
ings and public hearings will be
scheduled.

"The Comprehensive Environmen-
fal Response, Compensation and
Liability Act process requires the
Navy Lo make its decision on the
plan by July 2001, with a remedial
design expected to be completed in
August 2001, The remedial action on
the site is expected to be completed
in October 2002. .
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