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i-Navy presents
.... _- _...~. .. _ ... -_.-

shipyard landfill cleanup'plan
·Proposal for Janlaica Island
:Superfund site may cost $10.2m

By JENNIFER L. $AUNDER5
Democrat Staff Writer

PORTSi\lOT.iTH The
· portsmouth Naval Shipyard's
· Restoration Advisoty board met
: thursday night to.heal' the Navy's
proposed plan for prtH'enting envi

: tonmental cOlltilminatlon in the
'area ot the 'old Jamaioa Island
: Lancltill.
· 'the 25-acnl site is beingreme4ied
, lind-or the fedi\ral Comprehensive
"!';I'1\'itoruncllttllltesponse, Compen-
~sation and 1.iability Aet, commonly
:knoWfi as S'4P'1tfund.
_:., Navy and shipyard officials and
members ot the Restoration Ad'1iso
j.y 130ard gathered at the CQl.l~t'·:v~d
'Marriott, where officials an'•. ',.,.
lehts from both kittery, Maine, and
·Portsmolith joined thetn to bear the
-draft platlllbd m~c cOlIUnenls.
'" the Navy'spttr'l'11!d aItethative,
.~ hazatdoQs waste ¢over for the
·laMllili sit~ with an enh~nced
tirainage laYet, sa\G Fred Evans,
l'lavy remedial ~t()ject man!!l:er.
.The COV!!t .itself would be supple.
·lne.nLed with avaliety of conltol and
;monltoting ftle¢lwu.sms. .
~ th~ goal or this pottion of the
.temedi~tton. tViltlS noted, is to pte
¥tmt water frottl seeping illto the
'landfillllnd to p,Nvent human expo
sure to contamlhants buried within

.-thll site, "
Tile Jamaica Islabd L:'ihdfill wa:l

a receptacle fbt itldusttial wastes
for the !a-yeaI' petiod between 1945
78. The tYPes of chemicals detected
In the site include vollltilc and semi
volatile organic compounds, PCBs,
pesticides, metals, petroleum hydrl>-

carbons and dioxiM.
the proposed "over' fot the site

was described at an earlier Restora-
tion AdltiliQr)' BQard~meeting as--a--~·
g~()te!ICtitet Virtually impermeable
cap to ptevent water seepillg into
the Sileo "'hile the plan addresses
the issloles of isotating soil ~tld
t;fouMwatcr lI:itnin the landfill's
perimetet born human contal;.t as
cited ih the man.dllte$ of the Com·
pi'e'hensive Environmental
Response, t9mpensation and Liabil-
ity Mt, it does not deal with tne
seepage Of gtoundwilter already
presel'lt mthe ~ile. tM~ issue will be
dealt with stpatately by ~hc Navy
once a plan Is adopted and pu~ ibto
place on t~e tlurreilt issues.

R~g:H'dirtg the Jatn:ilea island
Jillndtill. gtoundwat~r is tiot dtink
ahle w~ter, but Qta¢kis~ ot ·Salin.e"
watet that co~q ~e~ Into the PIS

.cataqull.kivet. the Ill'ldfilt is used
{oHfcreaUofi, 'l'Jiltking ahd storage,
One ot ttl6te or thO$4llctivities c:oUld
~roceed When the CQller was
insta1.la4, aocGrdill.~ to the Navtll
ptbpose4 plat!. liowe\'et, the site
woutdnevet' be develcpablc fot teSi,
den.tinl \l$f.

the estimated eapilal construc
tion tost tor the plan is apptoxF
mately $lM million plus almost $1.5
tnll1i6h in ·tn61lltoting over the next
30;years.lt i$ ~ot Ute Ihost ~xpcnsive
p~n lAE! Navy ~Qt\j;idet&d: H6w¢vcr,
It tnak~5 the most economical sense
ahd environmental sense tor ~he
site, Evans $lid. As was ~cussed
at previo~spuolit tneetings, the
Navy anlll 'Restoration AdvIsoty
Board b3d nattowed the Scope of
possible remedies to five ral'lgil'lg
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. 
fr(lm taking no Ictiah to monitoring 
th~ $ite to eappinl the site and ere
ttitlg a ~et w,lI euWde the lahd· 
lilr. pef:im~ter. '. 

That fm~.LOl'h'n. themost expen. 
si'le one tobSldoted, ·a}so. pres.et1tea 
potetUial pl'\)lJlettls of dis~ing the 
Piscataqua nivet's natural tcOs1s
telll\S dut~g the eonsttuetion Iflbase, 
Evwsald. 

tv~r M~ of the Maine Depart
tnent 'Of Envirohtnental Protection 
added th41t relhedy eould prove to 
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cause problems for tlle river in an later in the proeess. 
attempt to correet ~ problem that I\telllbirs or the Restoratj.on Advi
maYIl(it exist. the Maine Depa!'t- ,ory Bj)atd.Stacoast.Afiti~Pollution 

. tnel'lt oftnviron.tnenta! ~rotettion Lea.cut a.n4lUttery Town Manager 
does not tla\'t enough ioIoma.Uon to Phil McCatthy were among those 
deterlXline wheth~r s~,age fttotn who made suggestions for tllltifrea· 

. the 1$Jl4f1ll sitt1s creatibg a serious tiOD$ in the.plall ~ocument at the 
problem offshore. triutiRg 'l'hutsday night. 

Although the fmal proposed plan Comfil\efits from the regulatory 
is scheduled to be·re.dy fot a public com.tpissions and RestoratiQII Advi· 
CO!1'linenl period begUming Jan. Sl, sory 116atd are due to the Navy by 
the specific design of tho remedial WedneSaay, With the 4raft finul plan 
action will not be decided until tnuch . sc h"uted for submission Dee. 27. 
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Once tbe public comment period 
begins Jan. 31, inlormationallneec
ings and public hearings will be 
scheduled. 

the Cotnprehensive Environmen
tal 'Response, Compensation and 
pability Act process requires the 
Navy to make its decision on the 
plan by July 2001. with a remedial 
design expectt..'ti to tit completed in 
Al,lgust 20()1. the remedial action Oil 
the s.ite Is expected to be completed 
in October 2002. . 
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