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Shlpyard y
cleanup effort }'

under fire

- Ant1 Pollutlon League hears

|. public concerns, comments on..
- Navy plan for hazardous waste site

‘By James Buchanan ', :
. Staff Writer )

" "PORTSMOUTH —- Wlth the Navys announcement —

that it plans to cap, not clean ‘up, the ]ama1ca Island . ;

Landfill, come concerns from the public that a cap
1ot be enough protection :
 Concerns and comments about the hazar us: W,
;site were heard Wednesday evening ata. panel discis-
. sion held by the Seacoast Ant1 Pollutlon Lea ea the
- South Church. s :
Responding to comments from the ubhc ‘were pan

. members Doug Bogen, New Hampshire program direc- "

“tor of Clean Water Action; Iver McLeod, of the Maine %
Environmental Protection Agency; and Meghan Cas
51dy, of the federal Environmental Protectmn Agency
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‘types of wastes.

Cleanup
'a concern

Before 1944 Jamaica Island wa.s:i
separated from the main area of the

vshlpyard by a tidal wetland. How-

ever, between 1944 and 1978 the

" Navy used that area as a dumping

ground for a number of d.1fferent‘

By the time the practice ended
25-acre area of new. grourd ha
beern created, connectmg ]amalcaI »
land with the main island: e

According to a report given by Car- -

- oline LePage, of LePage Environ-

“mental Services Inc., the materials’

- contained within the landﬁll include -

construction debris, solvents, as-’

- bestos, ' incinerator ash, dredg’e :
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 which'includes the hazardous wast )

- long-term monitoring, inspectio

' long-term protection for the publi
“and'the’ envxronment from the conta

spoils from other areas of the ship- -
yard, waste paint-and gas cylinders, =
Toxins that have been detected at -,
the site include volatile organic com“; :
pounds, semivolatile compotinds,:

-metals; PCBs, dioxins, pestlcxdes

and petroleum hydrocarbons. -
The cost of removing the haz
ardous materials, said LePage

would be approximately $500 mil
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- feels is reasonable to spend. Befored
choosmg the cap as its preferred of
. tion, the Navy did review other alte
natives, but removal was not a.mon
them,

“Here the Navy is as]nng for pubh
input,” said one atténdee at th
meeting, “but there are not reall
any alternatives. It sounds as if th
altemahves are not really up for d1
cussion.” ‘
o ‘his response, McLeod sald
¢ alternatives that were te
the-first-two were: doin
g and site monitoring. Neithe
would have “achieved. any kind

‘minants. .
The Navy selected option thre

cover, shoreline erosion control

and five-year site reviews. Option
four and five were the same ds num
ber three, but with enhanced barri
ers. v

Another member of the audienc
commented, “The Navy are the o
with the problem and they arer
ones writing the reports on the p
lem and essentlally dec1dmg on
outcome )



lauren.stanko
Text Box


