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LETTER REGARDING THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH COMMENTS ON THE U S NAVY
PROPOSED REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN FOR OPERABLE UNIT 3 (OU 3) NSY PORTSMOUTH

ME
2/27/2001

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH



Evelyn SirreU 
Mayor 

February 23, 2001 

) 

_ .Mr. Alan .Robinson 
Public Affaifs Office 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
Pol'tSmouth, NH 03804 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 
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CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
Municipal Ccmj:llex 
1 Junkins 'Avenue 

Portsmouth, NftW Hempshire 03801 
(60S) 431-2000 or iOO$ ext 200 

Fax (M3) 427-1626 

. ., 

11\ response to the Navy's Proposed Remedial Action Plan for Operable Unit (OtT) 3 at the Ponsmol:lth Naval 
Shipyard the City of Portsmouth leehniCf.d .stMr have prepared several recommendations. We are strongly 
supp<>rliYe.oftnese conunents which fb110w below. . . .:' . :., . . ' :,. 

The Cily. ofPortstno\lth .~s-rlot believe-,any alt~mativcs described:' ~ the Navis 'Proposod Remedial Action 
,PI~' go far eno\1gh to' protect: lite public . interest given' the unCertaInties which'remain 'as :to' tl,e Jeyd of 
cOl1~inalit)D the JILF'p()ses to thepub'llc in both Maine and' Newfhim~s.hiie: ... .'. .', ' 

. . '" '. ".: .. 
The City does not SUPl'Ort the Navy's decision. to separate "source ~ontrol" from. "management ofmigralion" 
fronl 003 when the impacts to the offshore and nearshore environment via seeps JI'om the JILl" are l10t 

clearly understood. In tact, the Navy has stated that there are Chemiea1s of Concern .in. the brackish/saline 
~ol:lndwatct IdcBtitied in the OU3 ftMibility study. Additionally, the Na.vy has stated that }:lot only win it 
separate "tnanagement of migration" into OU6 but that it wilt h(,t study the potential impacts until 2005. 
nis declsioA was. made-with,inacleql.tel~' supponi'l:e s,lmpHng pr monitoring data. 

The City of Portsmouth r~mmends tihat the Navy proceed with both OU3 and OU6 ~on,currcenlly. Perhaps 
the. Navy eaa domo}:lstrate a vfllid adrnirustrative reason to separate these fM'o units. but'we believe it has not 
demonstr~ted the Beed to dclay study OB OU6. . 

,,' . . 
OW' QOB¢e1Tl is mat there is not contairunent at the .m IF. The daily tidal aGtlon ami th~ cW'tcnt gNt:1ndwatet 
scCipage· will crontinue to tlusll eOAt-.rmMils from rue JILF 'and inttodtice th~~il1 ~nu~ the intertidal, nellfSoore 
and,offshore eflvtron.mests;: Since ih:ere:'is· ml incoblplete accolluttlng of the cOfitaminaftts at the IIt"I: and 
unc~ty, ~ to the'!COli<ition and :d.egree. of'. crolltaillment of these oo'litammMts· continl:1ous mOrUtofing is 
eSsentiBl.as t·ke Bituat10n could ~hange at any time with a potential new ruw..ardous releases oecurring at any 
ti~e:forkvariety,of rcasotilS. !,.. ' 
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The Remedial alternatives fo~~ded by the Navy are in OUI estimate incomple1e. We do not tmderstand 
why alternative 5 (which consid~d a rover with composite liner and enhance ~er layer, cut-offbarriers, 
institutional controls, erosion coatrol and monitoring) was removed from discussion. Additionally, why WcIS 

there no consideration of complete removal of all or partial retnoval of landfiLl ll1aterials. A di~cussion of 
this alternative would have provided uscfulblformation to the affected pub1ic. 

· 10e City of P011srnouln requests that tho Navy implement a tC$l1ng protocol for the seeps from the landfill as 
well as intert·idal mouitoring to insure that at a minimum the public can be notified if there is any danger of 
contamination though eating fish or shcll fish from the waters arotl11d the JILl". The City supportS 
Alternative S which is not p:c,semed in the tl.nut PR.AP but Wal) presented in th~ November 2000 PRAP. We 
believe the addition of a cut .. off barrier is essential at this site due to the daily ingress and egress of tidal 

· waterS on the la."cifiH :and to protect the la!'ldflll fi'um the impact cf severe storrns events or impacts do ta 
potential sea level rise. 

;:;;~ 
· Evelyn Sirrell 
Mayor 

cc: City Council 
Joha Bohenko, City Manager 

" 

TOTAL P.02 


