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Shipyard restoration panel examines

environmental trouble spots
By JENNIFER L. SAUNDERS
Democrat Staff Writer

PORTSMOUTH — The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Restoration
Advisory Board met in the city Thursday to discuss environmental
trouble spots being remedied at the yard.

Navy and shipyard officials were joined by representatives from the

Maine Department of Environmental Protection, the Environmental
Protection Agency, Seacoast Anti-Poliution League, the city-of ’
Portsmouth and the town of Kittery, Maine, for Thursday night's -

meeting at the Courtyard Marriott in Portsmouth.

Navy Remedial Project Manager Fred Evans advised the Restoration
Advisory Board that recent monitoring in the Piscataqua River off the
shipyard’s Topeka Pier area has ylelded increased levels of certain
contaminants.

The Navy is recommending a remedial investigation work plan in the
area, Evans said, because the offshore monitoring station in that
particular area has been "showing an increasing trend for lead, zinc,
and especially copper, which may be associated with Topeka Pier."

- The Restoration Advisory Board gave its consensus to move forward K

with Topeka Pier-as the next shipyard site to be addressed in the
process.

-We don'tsee
those trends anywhere else," Evans said. :

Evans said the site will be evaluated to determine whether there is
cause to expect any adverse impact on human health and/or the.
environment. The remedial investigation of the site is expected to
begin this faII based on availability of Navy funding.

"If we see imminent risk to human health or the environment we need
to get out there and clean it up," Evans said.

Prior to the Tepeka Pier discussion, the Restoration Advisory Board
focused on the Jamalca Island Landflll —_ the largest shlpyard S|te -
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Ciub News being remedied under CERCLA, the Comprehensive Environmental

. Response, Com ensatlon and Liability Act, most commonly known
School L.unches as S?Jperfund P y y

Suppers .

Wish Lists Earlier this year, a monthlong period of public comment on the Navy's
~ proposed mediation of the site was held and comments were

Hon. Mentions accepted in writing and at a public hearing.

Submit Forms Evans explained Thursday night that the next phase is for the Navy to

Subscribe respond to comments on the proposed record of demsnon
E ’ '
ngagement The record of decision is the formal, legally enforceable document )
Wedding detailing the remedial action plan for the S|te -
Services One item that was brought up by many members of the public during
Classified the comment period in February and March was the Navy’s decision
) to split out one portion -of the landfill project to be addressed later.
Lotteries The issue had to do with the movement of contaminated water out of
Local Links the landfill into the Plscataqua River.
Biz Guide Based on the public comment as well as recommendations of the
Search Maine Department of Environmental Protection and Environmental '
. Protection Agency, Evans indicated the Navy has agreed to
Site Info accelerate the process for that portion of the work.
Site Index
Once a record of decision is signed, the Navy will have 60 days in
About Us which to hold a meeting to determine necessary sampling techniques
Feedback to monitor potential seepage from the landfill into the river.

"We havé submitted some comments,' but found the record of
decision is basically what we’re looking for," $aid Meghan Cassidy-of
the Environmental Protection Agency.

One issue the Navy and environmental agencies plan to work on is
creating more effective communication of the process to the general
‘public, as several comments received indicated confusion over the
informational process.

The Restoration Advisory Board also heard status reports on several
smaller-scale clean-up initiatives at the shipyard and discussed
prioritizing work for the coming year. The board agreed the Topeka
Pier site should be the first priority at this time. ‘

The board will;hold its next meeting in June.
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