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, Friday, AugList31, 2001' 

Shipyard SuperfiJndcleanup plan 
OK'd, ,', 

LandfHI capping t() take three years 

ShiQYard to help commemorate Portsmouth Peace 
Treaty signing . 

8yJENNIFE:R L.SAUNDERS 

Demoqrat Staff Writer 

KITTERY, fV1aine.-:- Afteryea,r$()f res!3aryh .'and, 
rrieetingsw,(thtHeNavy,el1vironmental growps and 

, arearesidEints;' the E:nviroritnental Protection Agency 
has approved a plar'l for a' 25~acre Superfund site at the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

"The UnitedState~Envirol1mentaIpn?tect16!l Agency. 
-,-iNew'Eng,lqt)c;I Rf,lgionand the United States, Navy, in 
consultatiOn with th13 Mi;ifhe Qepartmentof .. 
Envirohh;l'enlal Protection, have agreed Qntbe .' 
remedia'tion pla~ for the JamaicCllsland L,;lI1dfili," ; 
ShipyarqPubnc AffairsOffk:er Alan M.Robinson said in 
a written statement released Thursday afternoon. 

T~e deci~j9h,whiGhit{ar~ac:feiri ac.cordance with the 
Co~prehi:lnsive.eriVIr¢r.HTientClI Re§ponse, " . 
Compehsation:' ahd Liability Act more commonly known 
as Superfund, requires the construction of a multilayer 
hazardous waste landfill cover over the site: 

Robihson said theqecisibn',iis the Gwl.mination of years 
of sCientificsh.Jdy, regl,liator involvement and public , 
partiCipation.", . '". '. . I, 

The,legaldocurn~nt formCllizing the decision was 
reqmily, sign~d by §hipyardCommanderCapt. Vernon 
T.Williams and Patricia L. Meaney, director of the 
Office of Site Remediation and Restoration for the EPA 
New EnglClnd Region, . ,", .. . -,' ~ 

"The. Record of Decision, as it is commo~ly referred, ' 
requires the Navy to install a hazardous waste cover on 
LL_ ' __ -.l.e:1I _.~_ •. __ L -.I:_J.. •• _L _____ LJ.L ___ 0._ .• __ -.I ___ J. •• =_J. 
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me lanarlll, prevem als{urqance or me caver ana resmc{ 
the area's future land use, and prevent the drinking of 
groundwaterfrom the area," Robinson said. 

In addition, shoreline erosion controls will be 
constructed, he said. 

The issue of shoreline erosion was of key concern 
quring the public comment portion of the remediation 
process in February. At a public hearing held at the 
Courtyard Marriott in Portsmouth, area residents from 
Kittery to Kensington, N.H., turned out to voice their 
opinions and concerns related to the plan. 

Of the 15 or more people who spoke at the public 
hearing in February, the general sentiment was one 
concern that the approximately $10 million plan to cap 
the landfill would not adequately address issues of 
potential contamination of the Piscataqua River from 
toxins seeping out of the site. 

The Jamaica Island Landfill is located on a former tidal 
mudflat that was used between 1945 and 1978 for the 
disposal of a variety of industrial wastes - some of 
which were later determined to be hazardous. 

Earlier in the remediation process,the Navy was 
considering an option that would include capping the 
site to keep water from filtering into it and at the same 
time installing a barrier along the perimeter to keep 
contaminants from leaking out. 

Two months before the public hearing, in December 
2000, the Navy and Environmental Protec;tion Agency 
agreed to splitthe site into two separate phases. The 
Navy and EPA said there was no immediate risk to 
human health or environmental safety if the landfill was 
capped in the current Superfund process and the issue 
of potential seepage into the river was addressed at a 
later date. 

Among those who spoke out in February was Johanna 
Lyons, the Seacoast Anti-Pollution League's 
representative to the Shipyard Restoration Advisory 
Board. 

"After careful and thorough review of the data 
supporting the Navy's proposed plan, our view is that 
the cap alone is an unfit option, that a barrier is 
necessary to address tidal migration of toxins from the 
landfill, that serious unanswered questions about 
threats to human health and the ecosystem remain, 
and that the Navy needs to take immediate steps to put 
adequate protection in place," Lyons said at the 
meeting. 

Because the landfill was constructed in a mudflat, the 
league has maintained, it is unique among Superfund 
sites~ 
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Noting the landfill is subject to both groundwater flows 
and saltwater tidal flushings, Lyons said the cap will 
prevent precipitation from infiltrating tbe site and divert 
surface water drainage within the boundaries of the 
cap,\ but will do nothing to stop water that might enter 
the site from tidal migration. 

The Seacoast Anti-Pollution League did indicate it 
would support moving forward with the plan if the Navy 
endorsed a contingency plan including a tidal barrier 
around the landfill and began testing t~e area 
surrounding the landfill for toxins and carcinogens. 

As approved by the EPA and the Navy, the Record of 
Decision requires the construction of shoreline erosion 
controls and periodic assessment of the long-term 
effectiveness of the remedy through sampling of the 
groundwater and regular inspections of the cover and 
shoreline erosion controls. 

Construction of the cover is scheduled to begin in the 
fall of 2002 and is 
expected to take three years to complete. The cover is 
being designed such that whe.n completed, the area will 
be usable for recreational purposes and p~rking. 
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