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Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Commander Capt. Kevin M. McCoy, fifth from 
left, Is joined by representatives from the Maine Department of 
Environmental Protection, Environmental Protection Agency, local 
residents in groundbreaking ceremony. Saunders/Democrat photo 

Navy begins restoration of wetlands salt marsh on 
Jamaica Island 

By JENNIFER L. SAUNDERS 

Democrat Staff Writer 

KITIERY, Maine - The sky cleared over a picturesque view of the Piscataqua 
River just as officials at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard ushered in a new era on 
Jamaica Island. 

Representatives from the United States Environmental Protection Agency, 
Maine Department of Environmental Protection, Army Corps of Engineers and 
the shipyard's Restoration Advisory Board joined Shipyard Commander Capt. 
Kevin M. McCoy and other Navy representatives at the site of the Jamaica 
Island Landfill for a groundbreaking ceremony Tuesday afternoon. 

"It's a pretty neat day in the Seacoast area ... On the very eve of the shipyard's 
202nd anniversary, we are breaking ground and improving the wetlands ... It's 
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not jt.jst our responsibility, it's the right thing to do for theenvironmentandforthe 
future generat1QnS Cl)f the SeaCCi)ast," MoCoy'aid. . .. . 

The .~enlmarkedthe be!1Jinning of the Jamaiea Cove Wetlands Projeet, the first 
phase of the .Jafnaiealsland Landfill remediatiQn. the large, rnulti~year 
environmental ~Iean-wp and construotion ~[(i)j$ot beil"lgCQmpletedunCiterthe 
Navy'slnst&lIati0n Restoration Program will be c(i)l'\dueteciiin two phases; 

. . . 

The Jamaica· Island . Landfillwas.oreated oVersever,1 tilecaGtes between the 
1940sand , "(1)s when as 'acres of former tidal ml:ldflats between Jarnai¢a .. 
Islan(ltandSflt.v$Y 1$land were filled in by thaNavy. T(i)daythe I_Mfilli, made 

·.up (i)f variousfilUnaterials' inol\alCillng constrl;Jetion rubDle, Cilredgespoils, anCii 
various materials\with ha%arCiious ()Onstituents. . 

Sineflt the1$8Qs, notetilKenneth Plaisted, heaCii. (i)f the shipyard's ern/iron mental 
divi$;iCi)h, Navy,J:)2P, ItPAandloOal officials have been working together. the 
reme(1jiati(,!)n of the landfill is being eQmpleted under the dirlilction at the 

. Comprehetll$ive IEnvirQnmental Aesponse, C(i)mpensati(i)n Liability Act, 
comm0nly r.f.,rrecdto as~uperlund. 

TheJamaiealslancdlancdfill is the larwest$uperfundsite at the shipyard. The 
prQje~twill be c(1)mpletedQver'severalyeats at anestimate(ii cost Qf $10.2 . 
milli(1)n. . .. 

In Phase 1 oHhe remediatiQh, a Ilrgep0rtiQI'I(i)fthe lana'lfiUa(lijacel'lttGJamaica 
CGve willl1>e exoavated ar'ldconsolidated with Qther seoti(i)ns of the landfill. 

In theeKoavated area, a saltmarshwetland will be established, replacing what' 
onee eKisteain. the area, . PlaisteC!tnoted. 

Durinwthe$pfin!i1 Qf2(i)03, thef'lewlycreat$d Wetland area will~' plante~with 
n.tive salt marshgrasseS,with native trees and shrubs,alohgthe upper ecdge 0f 
the shereline. . " . . . 

Phase t 0fthe prGjeot is being oompletedtiy the Navy's reme.dial aetion 
tontr.otar; Foster Wheeler Environmental OGrJi)C1)ratiGn. 

Phll.e.1I of the . projfj)et will start in the springt/>f200a,. PlalstedeKplained.l1)utiog 
thephalre, a m~lti~layeted hazardOUS waste Ia.tildfill 'Gaver system will be . 
eonstrw0te(!J ~ver ·the . landfill. 

Oneethat $y$tem is 00mpleted, a partiohaf the landfill will be planted and used 
fot reereatiCl)ITal I1>lj!rj»CDses . and a' paved .seetian will tie use(!jfaf vehicle parking 
anGtpletlsurebGatstCi)rage.···· . 

. . 

The r$meiltial«aetiGn laking plaoe was seleeteCiltiy the N$.VY andinvif0nmental 
Prti)ie~ti(i)n.AQleney with the.QQneurrenee Of the Maine t)epartrnent (j)f 
IEnvirenmel'ltal flIreteeti0n. . . '. . 

The Arfny Gorps at I£ngineers is designlngth$l!al'\cdfill cover system andF0ster 
Wheeler !iAvir<l>hmental CQlp0ratiQI'\ will Gonstrl:!et it 

, .' . 

i'Thr0ughQutthe ye(lrs0f study anQplannin~; thec(i)l'nmunitymembers of the 
Shi~yarcd's Re&toratior'lAcMs0ryB(1)Ard have pertormedaotive roles in reviewing 
data,analYling plaris, and helping establish goals and pri0rities for the Navy," 

Page20f3 

Navy begins restorationofwedandssaltmarsh onJamaica Islandhttp://www4.fosters.co... 06112/2002 



Navy begiQs restoration of wetlandssalttnarsh on Jamaica Island Page 3 of3 

noted Shipyard' Public Affairs Officer Alan M. Robinson. 
, ' j , 
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