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Mr. Fred Evans
Department of the Navy
Northern Division . - R P
Naval Facilities Engmcermg Command I L
10 Industiial- Highw4y, Maﬂstop 82 ‘ “

Lester, PA 19113-2090

re: Draft Engineering Evaluation/Cost AnalySIS (EE/CA) S1te 30 (Buﬂdmg 184),
Portsmouth Naval Shlpyard, Kittery, Mame May 2002 ,

ég&e4’

Dear Fred:

The Maine Department of Envmonmental Protgctlon hgs rev1ew¢d the document ‘
referenced above Thc Departments comment: ollow. N

¥

FEATE S S X ’f: B I T . ‘j
General Chmme‘nts AT e b et ey

1. The Depaﬁmcnt agrees w1th the removal action alternatlves thai were considered, the .
results of altérrative screetiing, ahd the action alternative recommended (Excavation and
Off-Site Dlsposal) However, thc MEDEP notes. that 60 truck loads:of yery.low pH. .
materials will be transported c on pgbhc road\yays I';,hls sﬁuatlon should be.discussed w1th .
the RAB and the Town of Kittery. “Buf we agree that a significant degree of uncertainty

COncernmg thorough cleagsmg by 1n-s1tu ﬂushmg (Alternative 2) wopld be present, 1f

the proposed crca?tlon of a drain hole thorougfh the 8-inch subfloor underlymo the ac1d p1t
targeted for removal. We see no reason. to open up a conduit for possible water.migration-
to the water table, which ‘was appmmmately 2 feet below the subﬂoor in July 1998. The

-----

indicates that the former acid pit is rclatlvely tight hydrauhcally, although small leakagcs
cannot be ruled out at t}ns tlme A subsurface drain. should not be crea;ed in, the floor,

ny water

conceptual des1gn WOuld hel}:j inSure that the pit will nét' contammate groundwatéi‘ ifa any

~part of the historic source is not removed for whatever reasons.
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Specific Comments

3. Section 3.2, Removal Action Objectives, p. 3-3, 3-4

"The Navy also recognizes the presence of metal contaminants in the pit fill material and -
pit water that could pose a future risk to the groundwater at the site." " ..., the Navy has
determined that a pro-active approach to the mitigating the potential for suchf a future
release is warranted."” o
The Department is pleased that the Navy has chosen to address the poss1b111ty of ﬁxtu:re
releases to groundwater. Please consider our suggestion under Conment 2 regardmg net
creating a potential pathway to groundwater from the pit. ; C

f’i

4. Section 4.1, Development of Alternatives, p. 4-1. 4thbullet ... .- PR

$ . o R A R N N ’ A
"Institutional Controls, such as monitoring; Wére rétained for incorporation into other
alternatives.”

This staterment reads as if Alternative 2 (in-site ﬂushmg) and Alternatiye 3 (excavaﬁon
and off-site disposal) do not involve ICs. Some typc of momtormg over a pcrxod of
perhaps two years will be needed for ad]acent shailow groundwater and the potennal re-
occurrence of crystal growth. Please modify the above statement accordingly, and
mclude institutional controls as part of both alternatives. Also see Comment 6.

5. Section 4.1.3, Alemative’3 - - Bxcavatiof grid Off-Site Disposal. p. 4:5, 7th bullet

“Concrete cohhg through the fonner acid pit concrete substmcture to prevent pxt water
from accumulat’nng w1thif1 the formef a01d pxt aﬁer restoranon " b

RN
e

In essence; this* ceﬁqaonent of the pmposed werk creates a dry wclI for any future )
contammatlon to migrated to the Very' shallow grou;ndwater table MET)BP does not

.....

6. Sectmn 43.3, mder Iﬁiplementabihtv. P. 4.9, cnd of lst para agraph

o

"Furthermiore, long—term opératlon, mamtenance and momtonng would not bc requlred
for th1s altematwe Moo I 5 e :

P

Some type ﬁf momt@ﬁng over a peﬂed ﬁf perhaps two years wauld be geeded far P
adjacent shallow groundwater and the poten“tlal ré-occurrence of crystal growth howcver

this would not likely become a long-term requlrement Wc would like to dlscuss this
need with the Navy. - e

MU



Please feel free to contact me at (207) 287-8010 if you have any questions.

Bureau bf Remediation and Waste Management

pc:
Denise Messier, MEDEP
Larry Dearborn, MEDEP

Meghan Cassidy, USEPA.

Marty Raymond, PNS
Debbie Cohen, TtNUS
Peter Britz, RAB
Doug Bogen, RAB
Don Card, RAB

Alan Davis, RAB
Michele Dionne, RAB
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Mary Marshall, RAB

Phil McCarthy, RAB

Jack McKenna, RAB

Diana McNabb, RAB

Onil Roy, RAB

Roger Wells, RAB

James Horrigan, SAPL
Carolyn Lepage, TAG Advisor
Claire McBane, NH F&W
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