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A milestone in the supeJl,fund 
cleanup at tbe PortsmQ,ilth 
Naval Shipyard" is about to be 
reached, 'The finishing touches 
are being applied to the capping 
of the Jamaica Island landfilL 

A large employees parking lot 
ani:! a fenced-in softbaO field now 
adoIID the site. !JJhe once inno
cent looking meadow, which 
concealed the toxic debt:is lying 
just below its surface, has been 
transformed into two very large' 
grassy IMunds that suggest gen
tly rolling hills. The only visible 
hints of what still lies beneath 
are large black pipes scattered 
abouUhe perimeter; for venting 
methane gasses. 

The Jamaica Island landfill 
cap will divert rainwater from 
the site, which should prevent 
buried toxic wastes fr,om being 
washed into the Piscat~qua 
River and surrounding channels. 
However, since a baiTier~ \vall 
was not instal ed around the Site,' 
tidal seawater intru\lions might 
stillleaeh out bwied toxic mate- , 
rials. ~hat is, reengineering a 
site as large as Jamaica Island 
does carry the risk of alteFing 
the underlyillg hydrological 
dynamics in unexpecte ways, 

In that regard, the Navy is 
conducting a long-run monitor
~ng program in the offshore, 
waters sUrrounding the snip
yard. This monitoring of off
shore toxic polJutaqts should 
detect any changes in conditiohs 
due to the new landfill. If all 
goes . according to Illan, those 
changes should be positive. 

A serendipitous outcome of 
the landfill project was a three
aCl1e restoration of Jamaica 
Cove. "~lean" fill was dug up 
from' this site to provide materi
als for the landfill construction. 
An engineered co¥e was then 

constructed w\th a sea) wall and spurs. · .Foundry slag and other 
-a "\lUlvert ,regulating tidanlow~ debris cah be seen pO}{,ing out 
in and'but Of the s~te~ $alt grass- thfough me 'B~ckChannel 
es were planted extensively embankment in , various spots. 
around the sjte in the hope that a The ,nature of ', thOSe buried 
sfllt marsh would reappe~, wastes, and po~sible options for I 

, x.ong-rlin nurtiwe and care dea~ing With them, are being 
Will probably be n~cessin1 to studied currently. 
acl}ieve that objective. Only' Other smhller sites are con
about 25 percent of the salt gr~ss , ~ected with specific buildings. A 
plugs planted. Jast year sw:viV'ed large concentration of lead from 
our severe winter. That is not as a leaking battery acid tank lies 
bad as it sounds, though. Similar , ,~under Building , 23&.,' Deep 
restQrations in New England ,deposits of ash disposed from 'an 
have failed compietelY in ~he oil , gasification plant, alId per
first year: " .' haps ' SQme pesticides mixed in 

. , Of CO\lllS~; Mother Nllil,lfe fol- as rell, sWTound Building 62. 
lows her own 'course ' m these . CurIOus-crystal growtfis, appar
projects. An uneXpected success i entIYicaused by. past galvanizing 
was the appearance of good- operations, infest Building 184. 
sized standS of s~licornia, bther- So more cleanup, work 
wise known as pickleweed. "remains to be done at the ship
These .succulent plants took yard. However" praise is in 
advantage .of this new cove ol.'der attnis point for the many 
~ntirely on their own. 1hey will 1 individuals who contributed to 

, turn a de'ep red in the autumn, the successful cQmpletion of the 
wllich will add a new touch of Jamaica ~sland landfill. They; 
beauty to the area, are far too numerous to. list here 

Both of ,these projects are well because this project has been in 
"worth seeing because they were the works for over ten years. 
financed with our federal tax But a few individuals deserve 
dollars, However, security is special recognition for a "job 
tight at the shipyard so readers well done" in the final phase of 
wishing to look at these Jamaica the project. That group includEls 
Island projects will have to seek the overall Navy manager, Fred 
some outside viewilig spots. Evans; two shipyard environ-

The restored cove and part of mental managers, Marty 
the landfill's norther~ , section Raymond and Ken Plaisted; and 
can , be viewed from Old Ferry the Foster Wheeler CIlUlOrati ii1 
Lane, reached from Rou 'e 103 in construction managell , IDan 
Kittery. VleWing the entire land- Sullivan. , 
fill is a little trickier, un1ess one . It would have been fat better 
has fa . boat. Howeve, with a if the toxic wastes had never 
gooa }lair of binoculars, its been dumped in the f,irst place, 
southern section ean be viewed but it is reassuring to know that 
from River Road, reached from there are dedicated indiwiduals 
Cranfield Street in New Castle, working on cleaning up our past 

Other waste sites at the ship- en.vironmental mistakes 
yard remain to be l'esolved. The 

. Topeka Pier area is the largest 
of these sites. In coqtrast' to 
Jamaica Island, this site is, 
intensely developed with build
ings, parking lots, and railroad 

:James 0 Horrigan is the 
Seacoast Anti-Pol1ution 
teague's repFesentati.ve on the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard'S' 
Restoration Advisory Board. 
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