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police in late July, he said.
“It essentially looks like 

something that you would put 
your card right into,” Peracchi 
said of the device, which is ca-
pable of recording customers’ 
bank account information. The 
device is now in the possession 

of police as evidence, he said.
Peracchi said police believe 

the suspect collected bank 
account information via the 
device and Bank of America 
is aware that data may have 
been compromised.

“They’re working with cus-
tomers,” he said of the bank. 
“They’re aware that we have 

an investigation going on.”
Peracchi said he has not 

seen this type of scam in Ports-
mouth before, but added it is 
something that police agencies 
in New Hampshire and Mas-
sachusetts have recently been 
dealing with more frequently.

Detectives reviewed bank 
surveillance footage and ob-
tained images of the man they 
believe placed the device on 
the ATM. Peracchi said inves-
tigators fi rst tried to identify 
the man themselves, but are 
now turning to the public for 
help.

Police described the suspect 
as a white man with brown 

hair. He was wearing black 
sunglasses, a red T-shirt 
and gray pants when he was 
captured on a surveillance 
camera placing the device on 
the ATM.

Anyone with information 
that can assist investigators 
in identifying the suspect is 
asked to contact Detective 
Adam Kozlowski by calling 
610-7538. Anonymous tips can 
be left with Seacoast Crime 
Stoppers at 431-1199, by 
logging on to www.seacoast 
crimestoppers.org or by send-
ing a text message to CRIMES 
and including TIPSCS in the 
message.
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Horace G. Bracy
YORK, Maine — Horace 

G. Bracy, 95, of 1 White Pine 
Lane, died Saturday, Sept. 7, 
2013, at home. 

He was born July 26, 1918, in 
York, a son of the late Herman 
H. and Sarah J. (Ramsdell) 
Bracy. 

He served in the U.S. Ma-
rines during World War II. 

Horace enjoyed hunting, 
fi shing and camping. He was 
an avid golfer and a member of 
the York Golf & Tennis Club. 

He is survived by two daugh-
ters, Terry J. Estes and her 
husband, Mike, of York, and 
Barbara D. Heintz and her 
husband, Alan, of York Har-
bor; two grandchildren, Kate 

Cavanagh and Erin Estes; and 
three great-grandchildren, Ri-
ley, Quentin and Shayna. 

SERVICES: A graveside service 
with military honors will be held 
at 1 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 18, 
in the First Parish Cemetery, 180 
York St., York, with a gathering to 
follow in the First Parish Church 
Fellowship Hall. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, donations may be made to 
the University of Maine Athletic 
Department, Black Bear Fund, 5713 
Chadbourne Hall Orono, ME 04469. 
Lucas & Eaton Funeral Home, 91 
Long Sands Road, York, is directing 
arrangements. Visit www.lucas 
eatonfuneralhome.com.

Miss N.H. wins prelim
BY WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — 
Miss America contestants 
from New Hampshire and 
Mississippi won the fi rst night 
of preliminary competition 
Tuesday as the pageant re-
turned to Atlantic City after a 
six-year absence. 

Samantha Russo, Miss New 
Hampshire, won a $2,000 
scholarship in the talent com-
petition by singing “Don’t 
Rain On My Parade” from the 
musical “Funny Girl.” 

She chose the Barbra Stre-
isand number despite being 
warned against it by many 
supporters who felt it was too 
diffi cult. 

“Everyone told me not to, 
but I felt really confi dent with 
it,” she told reporters after-
ward. 

Miss Mississippi, Chelsea 
Rick, won a $1,000 scholar-
ship in the lifestyle and fi tness 
competition, also known as the 
swimsuit competition. 

As the preliminaries began, 
each of the 53 young women 
competing for the Miss Amer-
ica crown aimed to fi rst in-
troduce herself and her home 
in a humorous and hopefully 
attention-getting way. Some, 
like Miss Kentucky, succeed-
ed before the fi rst spectator 
took a seat. 

“From the home of fast 
horses and beautiful women — 
better not get those two things 
mixed up — I’m Jenna Day, 
Miss Kentucky!” she said in 
rehearsals. 

In a nod to still-sore Cleve-
land Cavaliers fans, Miss 
Ohio, Heather Wells, tweaked 
basketball star LeBron James, 
whose defection to the Miami 
Heat enraged the Buckeye 
State. 

“I won’t be taking my tal-
ents to South Beach because 
they’re right here in Atlantic 
City!” she said, riffi ng on the 
wording of James’ nationally 
televised announcement of 
where he would sign as a free 
agent. 

Singing wows crowd at 
Miss America competition

ATTEMPTED MURDER 
CHARGES FOR MOM

BY NICK B. REID
nreid@seacoastonline.com

SEABROOK — The Seabrook 
mother accused of forcing her 
6- and 7-year-old children to 
drink bleach was attempting 

to kill them, 
according to 
an indictment 
handed up 
from a Rock-
ingham Coun-
ty grand jury 
this month.

W e n d y 
Wright, 33, of 
15 True Road, 
was charged 

with two counts of attempted 
murder, carrying a maximum 
sentence of life in prison, and 
two counts of fi rst-degree as-
sault, a Class-A felony.

According to Seabrook po-
lice, Wright uttered that she 
wanted to kill herself and her 
children after regaining con-
sciousness from her own dose 
of bleach.

“I don’t want to live. I really 
love my kids, but I wanted to 
save them from everyone else,” 
Seabrook offi cer Keith Di-
etenhofer allegedly overheard 
Wright saying to emergency 
personnel treating her June 
18 after nine police offi cers 
responded to her home.

Wright allegedly held down 
her children and poured bleach 
down their throats. She waived 
her probable cause hearing at 
the Seabrook District Court on 
July 29, and the case moved on 
to Superior Court.

Both children were able to 
spit out most of the bleach they 
were given by their mother, 
who was calling it “medicine,” 
according to police. After 
Wright became unconscious, 
the children went next door 
and found a neighbor, who 
called the police after the girl 
“barged in” the back door and 
asked “if her and her brother 
can stay here for an hour while 

(their) mother is sick.”
“(The) girl said the mother 

(took) medicine and (the) 
mother made (the) boy and girl 
take medicine, too,” the neigh-
bor wrote in a statement to 
police, according to the police 
affi davit.

While fi re personnel re-
sponded and treated the boy 
and girl, police went to the 
mother’s apartment, where “a 
strong odor of bleach was pres-
ent,” according to the affi davit. 
Wright was unconscious on a 
love seat in the living room, po-
lice wrote, and there was vomit 
on her and the love seat. There 
was also a bottle of bleach sit-
ting on the fl oor next to her, the 
affi davit states.

As Wright was being treated, 
she regained consciousness 
and uttered her desire to no 
longer live and that she “want-
ed to save (her children) from 
everyone else.”

“Sergeant (David) Buccheri 
advised that it appeared that 
Wendy Wright’s intention was 
to take her own life as well as 
her two small children that 
were present,” the affi davit 
states.

Seabrook prosecutor Scott 
Mendes previously said the 
children have been placed in a 
safe home.

Wright is being held in Rock-
ingham County Jail, accord-
ing to County Attorney Jim 
Reams.

Seabrook woman allegedly 
tried to kill kids with bleach

Wright

Police said Wright 
uttered that she 
wanted to kill herself 
and her children 
a� er regaining 
consciousness.

Exeter Fire Lt. charged with DWI
BY AARON SANBORN
asanborn@seacoastonline.com

EXETER — A Fire Depart-
ment lieutenant is on paid 
administrative leave after be-
ing arrested and charged with 
driving while intoxicated after 
allegedly striking a parked 
vehicle.

Fire Lt. Norman Byrne, 45, 
of Brentwood, was arrested 
at 9:45 p.m. Sept. 4 on Spruce 
Court.

Police Capt. William Shupe 
said Byrne is also facing a 
pending charge of conduct 
after an accident.

According to Shupe, the call 
started as a report of an alter-
cation at Alltown Mobile gas 
station on Epping Road, where 
Byrne was allegedly involved 
in a verbal confrontation with 
another individual.

Through witness state-
ments, police tracked Byrne’s 
vehicle to a residence on 

Spruce Court, according to 
Shupe.

Shupe said police learned 
through additional investi-
gation that Byrne’s Dodge 
pickup truck allegedly struck 
a parked vehicle downtown 
while Byrne was driving to 
Spruce Court following the al-
leged verbal altercation.

The parked vehicle sus-
tained minor damage and no 
one was injured, according to 
Shupe.

Fire Chief Brian Comeau 
said Byrne has been with the 
department for 27 years and is 
on paid administrative leave, 
pending his court date.

“It’s a personnel matter and 
it’s in the hands of the Police 
Department,” Comeau said.

Byrne was released on 
$1,000 personal recognizance 
bail and is scheduled to ap-
pear at the 10th District Cir-
cuit Court in Brentwood on 
Monday, Sept. 16.

Byrne earned $82,182 from 
the town last year, according 
to the Town Report.

Allegedly struck parked pickup truck with car

Miss New Hampshire Samantha Russo participates in the  talent 
competition Tuesday during fi rst night of preliminaries for the 
Miss America pageant in Atlantic City, N.J. Russo won by singing a 
Barbra Streisand song from the musical “Funny Girl.”
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SKIMMING: Man sought
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