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The Environmental Protection Agen-

cy's decision to include a hazardous waste
disposal site at the General Dynamics
plant on its list of the nation's worst dump
sites focuses new light on the problem.

That listing appears at first glance to
clash with the assessment of Defense De-
partment and White Settlement officials.
They have said the site poses no imminent.
threat to public drinking water.

The word imminent, however, should
be emphasized. No one has said the site
will never pose a significant threat to the
public's water.

The issue first arose in 1980, when
hazardous substances from the site were
found in storm water outfall that drains
into a creek on the west side ofthe plant.

The ..ssue was thought to Pave been put
to rest when the Defense Department be-

gan cleaning up the site. The EPA listing,
however, means that a more comprehen-
sive cleanup must be done, one that meets
Superfund standards.
The catch is that the GD site and the

other six sites on federal installations that
the EPA has added to the National Priori-
ties List do not qualify for Superfiwd
money. T. -

That means any additional cleanup
funding will have to come out of the de-
fense budget. It would be appropriate,
however, for Congress to appropriate the
money to expand the Superfund.

Congress passed the law last year re-
quiring the inclusion of Defense Depart-
ment facilities on thelist. Thatwas good
policy. But Congred shoutd also address
the fiscal ramifications of that policy
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