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By Beau Hah.on
Staft writer

Radicactive materialy are in shallow ground-
waler near waste-treatment and disposal areas
at two Jacksonville Navy bases, state environ-
mental testa show.

The state’' Department of Enviroamental
Regulation is more water smples trom
1lest wells dug at Jacksonville Naval Atr Station
and Mayport Naval Station to determine the ex.
tent of contamination and whether the matert
als are harmful, a DER official suid yesterday.

Although the radioactive levels tomd are
low state and federul mindmum standards, any

. amount of radicactive material in drinking wa-

1
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- terllnlm(ormm,lnuﬂmlulhi
Talabasees -

DER drinking vnln’m m
aaid yesterday.

Samples (rom three wells pear a landfll at
the Maypori base showed resdings of 47, 40 and
2 parts per quadrillion (| oﬂherldhlcu\n
matler known as “gross " The wells are
ne-erolRudMnlxMryu(&lnm
coastal Waterway,

Shallow mmmlwenmrtwmmm
m-mmuum NAS contamed

PPq-

At Cecil Flald vatl Alr iuuon. volatile
compounds were detected next to & greams- .
disposal pit at tha base's western border and in
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Radloactlve materlals found in
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But stata and lederal officials camnot cite vio-
lations when grom beta iz at a level

below 50 ppq, according to U
mmAgmqugmumMmm
Administratlve

'Wem’luylhltlhiﬂlnllu is a pafe
level” said Nale Floney, te D
"lmwodn‘u mywmm

Jevel Bul we can't say that
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And weveral volatlle
mum

Radioactive materials found'

(From Page B- 1) o

expectad next-July.
. The DER had thluuhum
for groundwater zarmples be dug now

pear the areas of highest concern at
- Mayport and Cecil Field — at Ia-
mmmmmm

areas
“‘l‘h nt (s not concerned
. at this point,” said Catherine Farmer,

ER environmental specialist in
ckaonville. “We need to take fur-
iasts before we know for sure
whether there is any threst”
: The gross beta was found In shal-
low groundwater, not in detper wells

wsed for drinking water, Ms Farmer -

said In one well at Mayport, gross al-
pha. another form of radioactive ma-
tarial, also was found .

Although the I in shallow
walls reduce the chance of threats to
human health, Mz Farmer said, i is
poasible that — with certain land
~— the shallow water could

could be threatenad - T

groundwater at two baseS‘

mam standard; m.mwmou:qu

Mewhﬂetbewhm M :

33990 ppm of total dissolved
compared with a 500 standard

AtestwellltCacﬂﬂcldM,
0.8 parts per billion of the volatie
comEound chloroethane, 1.8 ppb of.
methylene chloride and 1 ppb di«
chloroeu:ene Any amount of these'
subslances may threaten human
bealth, Mg Farmer said A

. State officialy take more tests after’

levels of potentially harmful ma4’
te are found In the groundwater’
to ensure that the (irst readings m
accurste.

"Anwehdolngmwhnldnglhl
red flag,” she said "We won't know!
mti] later how much of & t.hrnt WO'
really have.”

Because the wells are so close ua
the St. Johna River, she said, the high
\evels of radloactive materials may

have been caused by saliwater fntru- -

whlchwnupoumueorno
thumlnml!h. |
But If the levels are the result of
man-made nul.eﬂlll.h\lmnhulﬂl
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trichloromethane — were found In the gro

waler and surface water at all tree local M
bases. *

The tests also showed lavels of ansenle, ¢
ride, sullate and other matarials exceeding
Javels at Lhe Uhree bhses.

‘The findings are the firgt laboratory re:
relursed afler test wells wery dug recent!
38 sites at JacksomviDe NAS, where potent
hazardous wastes hava been dumped x
Wordd War IT .

Simillar wells are heing dug at Mayport
mmmmmmmm-n
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