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Navy base dumps

. BY CHELLE DELANEY
The Department of Defense has ear-
marked more than $22 million to clean up
hazardous waste sites atf Jacksonville's

three Navy bases, but work will continue .

well into the 21st cenmry,

Environmenal authorides bave identi-
fied 119 sites requiring clean-up at Jack-
sonville Naval Air Station, Mayport Naval
Station and Cecil Field.

Another 20 potental targets are under
study at the first iwo bases. And at Ceeil
Field, contaminazzn is oue of the compli-
cations w trying ©s refit the base for non-
miliiary use once 12 Pentagen mathiballs it
as mancawd by the 1593 federr: Sase Clo-

sure and Realizoment Commesion “see
relaL.d story. this age).
So far 1 hazzrdous waste siles have

oesn 1denmmd at Cecud Fileld — a 20,172-
scre fghter jet installaton on Jack
scnvalle's far Westside — and another 10m
15 are under study, base spokesman Bert
Byers said,

“Many of the sites probably won’t be
cleaned up by the time the base closes in
1599,” Byers said, “They re going to fence

orf areas not cleaned up and allow reyse to
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millions and yeurs

take place where there aren t any areas that
have to be cleaned up.”

Herbert McCarthy, executive director
of a mayoral commission charged with
finding a new fumrc for Cecil Field, said
the contamination “isn’t going 10 impede
us. The Navy has commuitted to clean up
the areas no matter how long 1t takes.
They'vs already siarted.”

The ‘zderal Zovirommental Protection

Agency lists both Cecil Field and Naval Air
Statdon Jacksonville (NAS-Jax) on ts
Superfund roster of the nation’s worst-con-
taminated sites. The Pentapon has spent
$14.4 million from 4 Defense Environmen-
12l Restoration Account W investigate, ana-
Iyze and clean up hazardous waste at NAS-
Jax and Maypart. Estimated clean-up costs
10 date at Cecd] run as much as $8.4 million
but could go much highex for problems v
10 be addressed. ) ,

Here is an overview of the situation oy
base.

At Cecil Field, current clean-up efforzs
are focused on two of the 18 targeted sites.
Costs for the two could exceed 54 miliio:
by Navy estimates.

The first is an Aircraft Intermedizz
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1959 w 198C Fanr WASIes, metals ang
Sther contami=unis remain, A 4,100-gallon
underground soncrate Siorage wnk, a sesp.
age pit, Gther containers and soil are set for
removal by June 4, a fadera] wraot date.

The Navy’s consuitan: en the projecy,
ABB Environmental Services Inc. of Talla-
hasses, reported to the Navy that there is an
“actual or threatened release of hazardous
substances from the site (which) may pre-
sentan imminent and substanrial endanger-
ment o the public health ... ~

Clean-up cost estimaies range from
$722,000 to $3 million depending on the
methods. Bysrs said,

The second active Ceei] Field claan-up
site 1s &l ha base golf coursa. The «idivary
dumped mpry and filled pestic, - oo
Ners in x wooded areg fom .

970s 1o s, Byers said cogt o0
wmge frorn 5705000 w S1.77 -
pRndine oy aiaods, ot curTsnr

Jrexper 2 the laat, and the Mary
aas addi: dies. -

. T Naval Air Stmaton, the
2D has spent cior than S10 million in
DERA morey, base spokeswoman Miriam
Larzay sajd. EDa pinpointec 45 separate
pollution sources at the Superfund-listed
base and Larean said four more were iden-
tified for study last year.

Three of ths 45 sitas have priority siatys.
They are; ‘

» Area one, site of a fuel leak, wasre
siudge drying beds and 4 pond where 2.3
million gallons of geared sewage were
dumped daily ungil 1588 from the base’s
wastewater treatment plant.

* Area two, which €ncompasses a con.
struction debris site and a former PCR Stor-
age area. This dump also inclydes a 38-acre
disposal site for hazardous wastes, incled-
ing low-level radioactive paint and spent

solvents, and an areg where from 1942 1
1952 the military bumed five to 10 gallons
of wase i) daily o trsin firefichiers,

= A2 threc ingludes 4 DI vally parng
Wasie, stomm and sanitary sewarg where
chemical spills have been recorded, a seep-
agepitandan area near the Naval Exchange
dry cleaners where cleaning solvents have
be2n found in the groundwater.

At Mayport Naval Base 5¢ sites have
been identified. said Cheryl Mitchell, en-
vironmenial engineer with the base’s civil
engineering department. Of those, 15 sitag
Tequire no further action, 19 need addidonat
lesting and 22 sites sril] must be
investigated,

Todate, the Pentagon has spent $2.2 mil.
lion in DERA funds for wasta site analysig
and clean-up.~Another $2.2 million was
allocated for the fisea) year that began lagt
Sept. 30.

Mayvport is 10t a Superfund site. Mitchell
said the 56 sites were identified in 1989 and
v &zie have been added since. The base's
<4or sowrces of contamination were
I0lEum products and pesticides. At
smaller sites among the 56, pesticides have
ZZen fourd ia the soil and groundwater,

Among individual Projects, two ' sites
#ill be cleaned by Sept. 30, and a third will
be under study 1o determine the best
arproach.

The Navy will spend about $250,000 to
remove PCBs from an electrical trans-

former storage site. Another 350,000 is ear-
marked w clean 2 metal-blasting site, And
at least $100.000 is budgeted for studies on
several sludge lagoons used 1o dispose
pewelesm products, with more mvestiga-
tion planned,

Lastyearthe Nawvy selected Mayport and
@ hase in California to participate in is
Navy Environmental Leadership Program,
vhich allows contractoss 10 demonstrate
n2w or developing technologies to prevent
pollution cr ¢lean it up, '

Chelle Delaney is a free-lance writer in
Jacksonviife,
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