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; f L.2 - 

9oisoned its own 

the World Ww n Army airfield next to be leaking into coastal watcts 
to the Housea' home and the South that are h n i n g  with fish and that 
Petrlck Shores neighburhood near am home to some of North h i e d -  
pbk& & F- ~ 3 c e  tn ~ r ~ a r d  ] -'sen*gm~coralmrs. 
County. Federal and ~tak experts A spuarehlila seclion of Eglin Air 
began studying South Patriqk ForOe h the Panhandle might 
Shores last yeer after reddents re. be de&d a "dead zone" because 
ported a hlgh rate of Rodgkin's as- WRS sprayed with the dcfoliant ! 

· .'t,' -':' • .;-.,1 

o Slln1lnel, Sundl'lt, Februaty 23. 1992 ... Poisoning' Florida: The military dun 

~"I'·t I ~ I I Ci,¥, ~9 
Cloisoriea'~its 

3.\ong with public 

We: n Army to be Into 
H~' home and South, thal teeming 

Prstrick ne\ghlxl;rhocd nea.r ~ home to $Ome 
Patrick }"on:e Base hi Brevard ca', endangered coral ~rs. 

waters 
r~h 

Ameli· 

County. FedenIl atate experts \ A ~tnilQ s~ Eglirl 
Patrick Force ~ in Panh\lJ1d1e might 

yw re tid en t.s re-. declared 
high rate or Rodgkin'$ dis- it WI" dofuliant, 

ease, Ill"llt'e torm of canCer. I Agent Orange during the Viet.nam 
Allbough mDrida Department ot War, Experts don't know how lo 

Environmen\al' ReguJatioo offici.n1s clean it \lp. 
bP,lIeve Ule houses were built on an . At a Navy rc:!'.l'arch t'enter in near· 
old dUmp, tcI;ts recently showed no. by Panama City. <\ tons of lead paint' 
pollutants In the &0\1 Of "''iter under v."eJ'Q 6hoved into an oozing pit. OU). I 

the neighborhood.' er poUutants, including mercury, 

)OISON from A-1 
Tn all. 67 of the ~te's old military ""and solv~lS, likely sceped.lnlo St. ' 

The report also ,,:arned thot the sites Ille in Brevard, 1..ake, O~n&e, .' Andrew's'Bay and the Gulr of M{>xl' . 
program's tc:ehnical oomploxily and Osceola, Seminole andVolusia . co, ' 

l':<ed Into the gt'ound water on heavy reliance on wtside contnu... t1 Of th AS t t d t ' All told C!V _.11 .• "" fro r. d'oo .... _ mal(e it li- tor·frtJud. waste. coon os, e .. ,nspec c '0, '. ' . e.J' .... _... mal c· 
1d off Fiorida bases. W'''!~ data; 43 were fOund to be clean and" ,\lve wastes to nApalm oomhs were 
,;mat means the big qutstion - and ~smanagement. do' not require further study, F\w', routinely placed in back·lot dump~ 
NI mllny pc!(JP\e might have been Drilling Q well to take samples of IU-e Jmown to have h.e.z8rdous or tax~.~ across the state where an UnkllO\Yl1 
~lied by tainted water d.uring I.ll.' polluted ground waier can cost.., ~c matcrialll, '" ;·'.'·';'I'r,!y·;;:':: .;':1 amounlleaked into the (..'T'Ound '\";\. 
')st hWi a century - cannot be an· $200.~. A single soli snmp~e test·. TIley include ·the fortner M(.{'.oy.) y'r.. .. 
. tred, • runs $;.100 to $5,000, d<!pending on . Air }'orce BMa In Orland'o Lcelh-l 1; W ,"', 
"V..'lo'U l"Iuv~r know what hap· how many contaminants a~0 s':'s. bw'gArmy Alrfteld and the Santoni ~~~> eter. contamination , 
,:",ed:' Nude stlid. "A lot of thls pect.ed. Those costs, combIned Wlth . Naval Air &taUon, , All were used to ' Tho 'military may have poil'oned 
... ff nUl1,ht have leached into the lO1\l.'\hy pl',()Cedurcs set out by st.a~ \.rain' pUots during WorldWI1l' n.~ its own men. womel\ and children 
:.t\)r lind he gone by now. There's anel fedcr.U la~. mean thnt a typ\. ' The Leesburg and Sanford baaea·, - os weU liS the public - through 
, WIlY to \nt(it that-" cal toxic W8S\e s~te \likes eight \0 10 wert! closed.ln the lD.te 19403. McCoy its dumping, , 
i:ley.md thtt. some of the dumps Yea1'I

As 
to c1ea~, ":m'M " d . '11 was shut in 1975. All are, now buy' In 1986, fQr exaJTI]lle, off'tcial, l\\ 

,;)\inue \0 Milk and \hreaten drllik· a re~u~1 IlWl ...... -y 1\n ClVl an .hubs ror civilian aircratt.. . Whiting Field NAval Pdr Station 
& watflt suppliea, experts AAY ,It could take 20 years :., •. --,.' ...... nelll' Pensacola found that two w-eUs 
Th('> P£'ntagon say~ It is trying to and $500 ~on tQ .complete mill- '~ct ground wa~r under Il flt'(),- that suppUed drinKing water on 
: reet its wrongs, So far 1t has' \al)' clGllnups ll\ 'Fl,onda n\one. 'l'ha\ tnUning area at McCoy - part of We ...vere contatninlltod with leve\~ 

'Ifl~d 529 suspected toxic ~ make 1t one ort~e lar.Resl en· \. w~'lch is now Orlando lntenlstional or bell2.ene 33 times above safety' 
.• in the state. most ot-them on VU'OnmentAl salvage Jobs In state 'AiIllOrt - is saturotcxi with canoer- limits. . 

~s('Il, 1\ hnQ "!\ a goo! of having hilrtory. 'nlO Pel'!t:lgon SlIys the nl\- causing heavy motals and vinrl hbout 3.900 base pcl1ionncl drank, 
~C' sites cleaned up by the year U~al dcanu,p will cost !=It 17an $24.5 'chlorid~ .. 'l'ho area. Is in II. remote, tap water from the wells, Navy om· , 
1[1() - a goal no one realisticmly bUlion. 'l'h,at' more than It l'OS\ \0 seldom-Yl81ted Oeld. cials say there is "no way" to know; 
,-peets to be met. . land men on the moon in NASA', At Sanford, 11 empty concrete how many people "'ere exposed tf'I . 
Th(lmas Bac •• the Pentagon" Apollo progt1lrn. lnJ)ksthat could each. hold 50.000 the bad water OV(\T the yn::\TS or what' 
~plJty assistant secretary ot de· A study of DefCllSO Department gallons of ruel were found buried. health problems might have l'€;;ult· ' 
nSf! fur the environment, said the and. state records, along wilb docu· At Leesburg, four empty COll<:reW ' ed. : 
:Iitary has begun to a\tack the ments olJtaincd by The OrlCUl4o . tanks that could each hold 25,000 There ab.o is no way to know 
'"i)blem with an armada or \toops. Sentinel through the fedQra! Fr<:a. gallons of fuel were found undtr- whether l~akil\g pesticide pits and , 
uchincs and technology. dom o~ ~nformQUon Act, show ho:'" ground. fuel spl!li at Homel>1ead /Ijr Forco : 
This 'leaf. Bat-a s.ald, the military the mllitary hu polluted iiorlda 8 \' The Army Corps of l!:ngineers, Dase ncar Miami'ever contaminat('d 
Jl :.;-pend SUB billion on cleanups land and water., ' , which is checking tho sitcJl. doos the Biscayne Aquifer, which runs ' 
.Ju()nwide. He tald everyone &om Contaminated alles ,', not. know if the tMks are cracked or under the instaUati<m. 1M aquifer 
-,f.' Joint ChiClfa of Starr to blloSe . . ' . . ' how much fUel ~IIY have 1<!8ke(t , is a source of dlinking W!llpr ((,r ' 
Jmmanciers hove been ordered to With 529 ~ct.cd s\tet., monda' ~;}nto.grc~,:md~ter, ,omelals say.' \ !"OfC than.lS,CIOO people living with· I 
,!Ike the cl('anup a prlori\y. nmka nln~ m~(lng alntes with the :,:,\~).' ,', ',,;',.: .• ;.,' , , , m thT't'e mUI!9 0(1.1)/::: 'bll<;('. 
··trs II phIll1l1ophy that penn~ates· most mlhtal'Y dumps: Florida has .' Amounts·of waste '., .: ' A great dunl of 111xic W3!\\e Illso : 

';m"), service:' he sald, "Wo tty to more thnn <l1\y state U\ the South· foe: ,:,' , ' ., . ,,' .... ' " ',! was dumped into mnjor bodies l.f : 
.><Jrdinll\e the effort and we hold east except AlllblUntl. . ".' ,~~m P!!~~on .8iudi~ and fresh water and s!llt waleI' around 
'Hnthly meetings" with seniol:' Fout bases - P~nsat'Ola Naval Air I", estiinatea:.,tot.al inilitary dumpmg in .' F10rida because many bast's ~re 
.:my, NovY lind Air Force lc~ers StaUon. ~a~{)nVlUe NaVll:' I\3r Stll· ri,:FI?~(la would llIDount,1o tena of. next to rivers, tho Gulf of MeXICO 
, discus, how the e'eanup is gOing. Uon, Cecil Field Naval All Station !.1 nulhons (If gallOl\8 of toXIC wa.~te.. and the Atllmtic 0(.'\"811. 
nut &cOl" optim.U;tn 1. based on n~ar JacksCllwlUe and ~o~e8tead ~" It lill the ~te ,were put on a ,g!." As a result. ~.plc wh(l fis~cd or 
program U'I<It for more than a dec-- Iili Fot'(.'e Basf! outsld~ MialTu - ate ~~qnt, ship and 'spllled oU I.he~'ond.a . swam in the v;~t(:rs near the Im;ta1· 
Je has (,'!leotially been. stalled. on the redcr.u ~\.\perfulld cleanup ,~. coast; i~ would cover t~e slate'$ 1 lations ml&ht l,;:we ocet! (lxposed It.> 
01)' lIhou\ halt a dozen Sltes have . 11&t, a dCllj~na\10n meaning t~at " '1.197 miles ot beaches With 11 pol· I th~ Iy.,isons. . 
~n cleaned \n F1orldll. and mast . at\er inspcction~ ana t.est.c:. the lutes I:' SOI\OUS sludge_several inches or 1 In l'cnSl\colo.. U1C Navy spent u!;'c· I, 

'!SeI still don't have a schedule CQI: have national prlod!), for cleanup, more thlck. • 00(\& dumping radium - Ii low·level ' 
:~Ilnlngthe other dumps. ,'" Another Su~errund site is the .~,-..... ,\",..~"."~."",,,, ........ ~,.. .'~.; radioactiw !TI\I!.eriru ~I\(>.d to illun:i. I 

Last y~at the Pentagon inspector , lUpps'Road nelghborhood,'in Jack·,· TlIe waste 111\$ cor:)e ,\0 many l nate ins\.ruments In l\\rcroft cockpIts 
cneral', ~mce found that lnem. , .. BOnville, where, hundreds of l'esi<, fox;ns, The Navy .A~d Air l'orce hav~ • _ Into sewers nod dj\ch~s thot 

'::i.e! and red tape in the mill· dents $SY they were poisoned by 8, spilled unlo!d rrullioll~ of e,allons ? , n~ in\l) Pl:'nsacola nllY 3nd Bay-
", cleanup plan - which in-' .nearby Navy dump Uult Ixlntnminat: \' j",: {\!cl, At Just one sll~ -0 t;1llCD~i": ou Crande, h<)th POPUlllr fishinl! 

"'"Tves 17.000 dumps 8CtOS$ tho nat ': .edtheirweUwater. '. ~~orco nl\Se in Thmpa- 3.'1 ~. i-gtounds: Minions of. ,:a\\ons of 
)n"""; threaten \0 sink the project. r :;~''More Floridn ~ rould be achl •. \ lion ~allons of {!I'()und water IS taint. I t,~avy meta's were dumpl!d ~h~T 
The report $Qic:\ lhe Army, Air od to the Superfund US~ next ye;:u-, i cd WIth fuel. ,.' SIl1I'lC \\'11:\,'. _ 

'orce and Navy haw not coordlnat.M when a base-by·basb rovk ....... is com::) At Key West Naval. {Ur Station, a .. " • ~ 
.i \htpta.nor '\"en l\j~~·~\ed.Bu\l\doean'tendthere.' ' 61le once u~ to !TUX ':he ca~ ~'~I 
n~ ~ i lack ~81monly, ~unl.~~~e Pentagon also is checking'; causing pestlcldc DDT IS believed , ,,~ 
ilUon and IbtU\)' to oocl4e 'what :'i.;,~8Itlbandonod ,mill\.a.l')' IIltes ,.tate-' 
,,_ •• __ \ ___ ,,_.. H~lr..;~ ,. ; ... L.Jt.dd~ t'ot~waste. ArnonR U\em is 
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