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WHAT'S HAPPENING

ON THE ISLA NENA

Pentagon Pulls Plug on
Vieques Development

The U.S. Defense Dept. (DoD) has announced a stop to
funding for the Vieques Economic Development Corpora-
ton (Vedco). The announcement was not mads. nowaver,
10 Vedco, whose new board had been anxiousiy awuitin.
worc on it’s $170,000 Defense Dept. grant for the new {iscal
year, but rather to Fomento (the P.R. Economic Deveicy-
ment Administration) in S'«"x Juan.

Two letters from the
Adjustment o Fomento m:z.caz=d that Defenss was nc:
satisfied with the jobs-m-‘nznufz:mring crealion pariom-
ance to date by Vedco. Fomento. which has been aamin:-
"I stering the DoD/Vedco annual grant monies 1or the past
several years for a 10% fes. was urged to submit a modified
“workscope” proposal in which Fomento would take 2
“more acuve role” in Vieques economic development.

The Times leamned that Fomento would actually become
tne grant recipient and open an office in Viegues. using
Vedeo's administrative swaff and remaining assets such as
cashon hand, office equipment. furniture anz supeiizs. This
would theorzucaliv inciuds soma 20,000 copies of e newly
published Vecco's Visitors Guide 1o Vieques.

The Vedco Board of Drreciors has sought iegai advice on
the question of inventory assets and has expressed the firm
intention to continue operations with or without DoD fund-
ing. One of the directions being investigated leans toward
the promotion of smaller enterprises, eco-tourism and cot-
tage industry. Vedco is a non-profit corporation duly regis-
tered and chartered by the PR. Dept. of State and does not
automatically cease to exist just because a given agency
withdraws its support.

Vedco has spent upwards of a million dollars in Defense
grants during the past seven years. All monies were used as
operating expenses and consultancy fees. The company
never loaned money, financed private projects or furnished
equipment or supplies to local entrepreneurs.

Ironically, most of the highly paid consultants came
down through the Washington pipeline and Fomentc (with
its industrial branch, Pridco) has been the agency respon-
| sible for development and job growth from Commonweaith
: Day One — and Pridco, being the landlord of the factory
buildings in Vieques, is naturally bound 1o tenant them.

Incidentally, Fomento has recently received low scores
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Navy Explosives Contaminating
Local Drinking Water, says expert...

Commonwealin consuiting engineer Raice! Cruz Féres
fectures =z Rith school library T

Envircnmeniai consultant Rafael Crus Péraz iscured at

Rieckeroil H:zh School on the contamination ¢: 12 pubiiz
driniars wai- supply by airborn expiosive 'wmmns
releas:. "._ pombing practise at Cama Cargiz. The

lectere was 2ended mainly oy citizens concermaa =
eFrn N
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Wil s
20O COonmInalon emanaung from a pro-
posed new gumpsite upwind from Isabel I

Cruz. 2 native-born Viequense, is a chemica! enginser
andaformer T.S. Army artillery officer. He parucipaisd
an expent wimess for the Commonwealth Government dur-
ing a ten-year sudyk(beginning in 1978) and uuoauor.
against the U.S. Navy for ecological damage causzd by
bombing exercises conducted on a year-round basis in
Vieques

He concentrated on a' 1988 article published in the PR.
College cf Enginesrs magazine “Dimension” in which he
quotes both his own findings and those of the Navy, findings
which coincided on certain startling points such as *... there
is no essental difference berween water and scil samples
taken outside and inside the impact area in explosivs wastes
content (TNT. RDX, Tetryl, NO? and NO3).”

The Navy report specifies that the concentrations of these
contaminants in the public potable water cisternis in Isabel
II and Esperanza are equal or similar to those in the ponds
and lagoons in the Cerro Matias bombing range.

The study does not explain how these substances reached
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>>> gxplosives in Water (Cont. fromp 1:
stances reached the drinking water deposits located at a
distance of 14 kilometers from the impact area.

The studies do not provide any information regarding
what effect these explosive particles may have on human
health.

Cruz’s personal contribution was the consmuction of a
computerized wind rose extrapolated from tiangulated
weather stations in St. Thomas. St. Croix, BVI and Roosev-
elt Roads, since thers was no meteorological starion in
Vieques. The wind rose, basically a compass indicating
wind direction and intensity, indicated with aiarming accu-
racy, that the contaminating explosive particies came flying
onthe breeze which blows in mostly from the north-east, east
and south-east. This process is called aero-transportation.

And the word aero-ransportation brought on more ques-
tions related to the new dumg.

Cruz explained that he had not participated in ubicaticn
studies but was quite adamant, as a Viequense with firsthand
knowledge of the isiand and as a chemical enginecr, that the
only appropriate location in regards to human health would
be somewhere to the west of Esperanza.

Hz came to Viegques at the invitation of Iocal documen:s
collection curator Robert Rabin who moderated the func-
tcn. '

{Sar Juar Federal Judzc Jose Torriciia ruled agains:
the Navyinthe coniamiration case. Hisdecisionwas upneid
bythe Bosion Appeals Court ana explosives reduciioniiimizs
were subsequentiv stipulated. Specific details were no:
available at press time. W¢ await further information re-
garding the effects of TNT , erc. on the human bodvyfrom Navy
. Health Dept. and Vererans Administration sources.- Ed.]
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(809) 741-4661
Box 747 Vieques, P.R. 00763

The Only Bar on Wall Street
Open 10 AM til "Closing”
741-0987

The food's expensive, the drinks are watered --
But the warter is Dvnamite!
La comida cara, la bebida aguadu -- pero e!

oY pe

Ny e
agia es ;vinamiia.

FOR COMPLETE REAL ESTATE SERVICE

Laurel Real Estate -
741-6806

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL SALES
VACATION RENTALS —~ EXPERT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

Write:

Box 1084 Ottice hours:
Viegues. P.R. 00765 Weekdays 9am-1pm
0Or caii: 361A Muiioz Rivera

809-741-6806 REALTOR®  (oppasite the Post Office)

LA CASA DEL FRANCES

HOTEL
BAR, RESTAURANT

(809) 741-3751

Vieques Island, Puerto Rico

Tacos, Burritos, Nachos, Enchiladas
Fajitas, Tostadas, Chile, Guacamole
AND MORE!

Burgers, Dogs, Wings, Shrimp, BBQ
AND MORE! -- WHERE?

DUFFY'S (El Gringo Viejo)

... on the beach in Esperanza

Y'all Come "Pour Your Own" ... Heah!
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Contaminacion por Explosivos

Rafael Cruz Pérez, Asesor Ambiental, presentd unaconferen-
cia en la Escuela Superior Germdn Rieckchoff sobre la
contaminacién del abastecimiento de agua para consumo piblico
per ingredientes explosivos producidos durante las pricticas de
bombardeo en Camp Gareia. La conferencia fue asistida en su
mayoria por ciudadanos preocupados por los cfectos de contami-
nantes acrotransportados del propuesto local del nueveo vertedero
barlovento de Isabel Segunda.

Cruz.nacido en Vieques. es Ingeniero Quimico v ex Oficial de
Arillenia del Ejercito de los EEUU. Participo como perito para ¢!
Gobierno det ELA durante un estudio que durd 10 afios (comenzd
en el 1978) v enel litigio conmra 1a Marina de Guerrade los Estades

Unidos por dafios ecoldgicos causados por ios bombardeos coti- -

ducidos durante todo el afo ¢l ia Isia de Vieques.

La charla se basc en un anicuie pubiicado en DIMENSION.
la revista publicada per 21 Celegio de Ingenieros de P.R.. donde sz
presentan sus evaiuacicnas a2l izual que los de ia Marine, Las
evaluzciones coineidioron on C1CTI08 aSPCCIOS 2I2rManics
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El concepto acro wransponacion causd mas
cionadas con ¢l nuevo verteders.

Cruz explicé que no habia participado en los cstudios <
UDiCACION PCro SC MOSUC MNEXOrabie, COMo Vicquense GL.s Sonod.
bien su isla ¥ como Ingenicro Quimico, al expresar que la unicz
ubicacién acepiabic en iézmmnos de lasalud del puebio seria al oes:2
de Esperanz:.

Cruz fuc invitado a Viegues por Robert Rabin, conservader d:
documentos vicgucnses, quien fue moderador de la actividad.

(El Juez Federal José Torruclla de San Juan {ullé encontra ée
la Marina en cl caso de contaminacidn. Su decision [ue confirmada
por la Corte de Apeiaciones de Boston y subsccucnicmente s
establecicron limites parareducciondeexplosivos. Esperamosmas
informacion de la Marina, el Departamento de Saidd y ia
Administracién de Veteranos sobre los efectos de la TINT, ew.
sobre el cuerpo humano. Detalles especificos no estaban dis-
ponibles a la hora de publicacidn.)

T-SHIRT T-SHIRT T-SHIRT
Camlsetas, Gorras, Sudaderas

Ventas por mayor y al detal

. José M. Emeric
Calle 65 de Infanteria
Vieques, PR 741-8474

Vedco ... ¢cerrada?
El Departamento de Defensa de los EEUU ha anunciado un
paro al financiamicnto para la YEDCOQ. Empero. 1a nueva Junta
Directiva de VEDCO que esperaba ansiosamente la noticia sobre
el financiamiento de $170.000 del Departamento de Defensa, no
fue la gue recibid 1a noticia dei paro sino Fomento en San Jua
Dos cartas 2 Fomento de 1a Oficina d- Ajuste Ezondmico del
Pentdgono indicaron que ¢l Departamento de Defensano estaba sa-
tistecho con la Yabor de crear empicos-cn-manufactura por ia
VEDCO. Porvarios afios Fomenio ha administrado ia subvencion
anuzl éel DED por honorarios de10%. Fomento ha presentado unz
nueva propussia en la cual Fomento tomard ua “rol mds active™en
21 desarrciio economico de Vicquc;
E \ ieq Times s enterd gue Fomento
2 stdvencidn, abriria tna oficinz ¢n Vieau
dminis ""nvo de 1z Vedeo ademus cue mdo dinero en
ios mucbies v oros sumir ‘sl.cs. Esto
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casaoiio ecenemico v 1a croncidn de empicos. Es de interds a

TRIDCO. s:wenco el propietario. comscguir inguiiinos para las

0 su mando. .

Es d2 .nierds que Fomento ha recibido puntuacién baja por
2sarrolio ndustrial en todo Puerto Rice. La revisia Caribbean
usiness presentd una grifica en su primera piana que ensciiaba
cx aumerio de diez afios en empleo manufacturero estaba en
2acasi herizontal, y el Hartford Courant pubiicd un articulo
do un aumento de solo 626 empleos manufactureros en diez
2fos en Puerto Rico donde la PRIDCO uenc 2,000 factorius.
Empero, hubo un aumento de 35% (el mis notable dela grafica)en

emnpicos de gobierno durante el periodo del censo.
Habla Henry

Haublando por el programa radial *Mafiana Calicnte™ Henry

Gonzilez, recién electo Presidente de lx Vieques Econornic Devel-

pment Corporation (Vedeo), denuncid la decisidn del Pentdgono
de cerrar ésta corporacién como un complot de la Alcaldesa
Manucla Santiago en su persecucidn politica en contra de €L
Gonzilez habia anunciado previamente su candidarura para Al-
calde en las préximas elecciones.

“Jamis hubieran tomado medidas tan drdsticas si cl presidente
electo hubiera sido partidario de Manuecla. Elles estaban contentos
mientras que la junta estaba controlada por estranjeros y estadoun-
idenses que aprobaban todas las decisiones tomadas por la Oficina
de Ajuste Econdmico del Pentigono (OEA). El problema es que
ahora por primera vez la Junta de Vedco estd conwolada por
viequenses y la Alcaldesa no quiere que nuesira comunidad se
cntere de sus negocios conlaMarina y el Pentégono. nique estcmos
en posicién de fiscalizarle.™

Gonzélez culpa a la Marina y a Fomento por el fracaso de la
Vedco de no proveer mas empicos. Alega que la Marina de los
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