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Military bases in Maryland
are lookmg for toxic waste

By Tom Horton

Most federal military bases in Maryland say
they are beginning to identify whether they have
potentxally dangerous toxic waste stored, accord-
ing to a survey by The Sun.

There are 26 possxble sites on a dozen federal

installations in the state, according to a Depart-

ment of Defense list; however, it appears that for
some sites the list is outdated whereas other sxtes
may not be listed.

in at least two instances, the sites hsted are
mlhtary tiring ranges, where the hazardous waste
is unexploded ammunition.

These are Bloodsworth Island, a marsh island
in the bay that is currently bombed by planes
from Patuxent River Air-Naval Station, and Blos-
som Point, on the Potomac River, a firing range
not used in years.

At Fort Meade, a spokesman said the Army
had completed a check of the five sites there on
the Defense Department list and found there had
been no hazardous waste stored at any of them
for several years.

At least one site about which Maryland s toxic

waste officials would like to know more, “if they

would tell us,” is not on the list, according to Ron
Neison, chief of the state health department’s
Waste Management Administration.

1t is an old ordnance storage fac111ty owned by
the General Services Administration in northern
Anne Arundel county.

Mr. Nelson said ‘the state has “fairly goof

cooperation” with its federal installations on ac
tive toxic waste sxtes which require a state per:
mit to operate.

But “it has been a struggle up to now,” he said,
to determine what is stored in abandoned or inac-
tive sites. All the sites on the Defense list presum-

L ably are such abandoned ones.

Mr. Nelson and other waste officials said they
knew of two or three problems from old toxic
waste storage sites on military bases. These in-
cluded two separate instances of well contamina-
tion from chemicals at abandened Nike bases in
Baltimore county; and a sanitary landfill at Fort
Detrick in Frederick county, where monitoring is
going on to determine if there is any contamina-
tion.

{Southern Maryland, a spokesman said, ‘“‘There are

“But our knowledge is extremely hrmted ” Mr.
Nelson said.

A further problem, he said, is that federal .
agencies tend not to list hazardous materials as |
waste until they have tried — sometimes for |
years — to recycle or reuse it, or sell it to some- |

one who can.

“So it might be stored for some tlme before it |

entered the stream of what is tracked as hazard-
ous waste,”’ Mr. Nelson said.

He said Maryland and other states have a run- °

ning dispute with the federal government over the
fact that its Superfund cleanup money for aban-
doned toxic waste sites does not extend to those
on military installations. Co

He said federal facilities “have mamtamed
that if their wastes migrated off-site, the state
would be responsible for cleanup. . that
would be untenable.”

A spokesman at Patuxent River said the air-
naval station has “at least six sites” where wastes
were once buried or stored, “and the Navy is now
doing an assessment of them to see if they need to
be controlled.”

He said at least a couple of the snes were

parts apd-Tonstruction matenals The po
w8he abandoned landfill is being collected by
riodern, active landfill, he said. -

At Indian Head Naval Ordnance Station in

five abandoned waste sites suspected of having
harmful chemicals. . .. There are no known leak-
ages or health problems
He said the Navy had contracted to have tife

Arsenal complex in Harford county, the Army
said there was only one abandoned landfill they

were aware of, at a site known as O Field. How-

ever a spokesman was not able to tell The Sun as
of last week what was in the fenced-off landfill, or
what were the Army’s cleanup plans. :
“Generally, I think the federal facilities are
beginning to do the kinds of investigations needed

_ now,” said John Koontz, Mr. Nelson’s chief of en-

forcement at the Waste Management Administra-
tion.

Dumps abandoned by m1lltaryl
may contain highly toxic waste

TOXIC, from A1’

At hearings yesterday before a House subcom-
mittee he chairs, Mr. Synar pointed out that two
such companies are under federal indictment for
improper dumping and two others are under in-
-vestigation. The comrmittee identified the compa-

nies under mdxctment as Holley Electric Compa-
- - M. ™M and Nunlaar Fnoineering

““‘We have no sites that we
know of where the public is at
immediate risk as a result of
[Defense] activities.”

.

—Petor Dalewlt.
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