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Navy Study Reveals Toxic Waste Deposits Kk NOS 
by Rob McMammy 

.Trriff Wrirrr 

Possibly bazardou~ dcposil5 ul 
mercury and silver have been found 
in two areas that access Mat- 
tawoman Creek in Indian Head, ac- 
cording to information released last 
week by the Naval Ordnance 
Station. 

At + press conference held last 
Wednesday, experts employed by 
the U.S. Navy assured visitors that 
no taxit’level of either chemical had 
made it into the creek. Also, they 

contended no danger existed for 
drinking water in any nearby wells. 

/\11101,~ iIt< .C 41 lctldilig 111~ 
meeting were Indian Head Mayor 
Warren Bowie, Town Manager 
David Spinney, Del. Samuel A. 
“Buddy” Linton, county sanitation 
chief Stisan Webber and Reese 
Meisinger from Rep. Roy Dyson’s 
office. 

For 90 minutes, the audience 
listened to presentations from Larry 
Sparks, an environmental engineer 
with the Navy, and Henry Ha&s, a \ 

private hydrogeblogist. 
The I\VI~ c\plained that the 

chemical deposits were discovered as 
part of a nationwide campaign that 
investigated all, naval installations 
for possible toxic content. Man- 
dated \ by federal “superfund” 
legislation, the,ptogram consisted of 
two studies monitored by the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency. 

The initial assessment study 
researched records and interviewed 
Navy old-timers,jto find potentially 
dangerous dumjiing grounds. -at 

., ., 
study revealed 500 suspect areah 
across the country. 

The next step, or confirmation 
study, sought to verify toxic content 
at these suspect areas. That study, 
released in late November, confirm- 
ed three sites at NOS in Indian 
Head: 

The sites identified were located 
on or near the, base landfill, thi 
nitroglycerine plant and the x-ray 
building. :( 

Landscapind waste, including 
paint and varnish residue, was 

6&d at the IandfillTThy pod pd, 
ji@ediate threat , to animti ot. 
&han life, the study iaid, but m 
li$bed 
%fided. 

monitoring was rccoOr 

‘Y’.At a site near the x-ray building, 
i&. two-year study amfirpled tb 
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